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CHAP. I. 


Scene Continued. 


M* joyful 9 9 beginning to ſub⸗ 


ſide, looking round I miſſed Winifred, _ 
and aſked Papa Owen what was become of Hy 


her; © ſhe is gone to keep company with 
* my lady 8 woman,” faid he, “this coms 
v pany befits not her ſtation, though m 


lady was ſo good to make her one of u 


« at your reception.” N. 3 anſwered, "I 


4 ſhould not be long before EF would fee 
You. I, B 


c her 


— — —— — 
— — nd — 


4 — th in 


5 
. — 
8 — — 
by 2 2 2 


T- 
-- — 2 
=. — e "3X; L 


DE as 


2 „„ 


5 — 5 * — : — 
5 P * 2 
* Fa — 1 2d . 
” 3 = _ 
a IF a * * 3 - Þ 
1 


2 Ä 
* 


— — 


= —= 22 = 2 
Es — l SI aaa <4 
= - 
33 — = — = * 
—— 


— 


=; Za = A 
WT = 


— — 2 _ 
SSD, 
EPS EMT Sa. 


—Z_I= 
2 bs SS 
a * 

4 — 

2 


= 
= 
4 * A >”, 
— . —AT 


rr ons a — —— . - 


8 — 2 x 
Nik 6 Hark 


We a DELVES, = 
— her again,” and running from one to the 
other till my head began to grow giddy, I 
threw myſelf down on the carpet, whilſt my 
two Lovely friends, with approbation ſpark- 
ling in their countenances, ſtood by obſerv- 
ing my motions, and ſmiling on each other, 
hy don't you get up,” ſaid Agnetta. 
My heart never reſiſted any command of 
her impoſing, I jumped upon my legs, 
and running to Mamma, eaſily obtained 
permiſſion to walk with them over the 
daun. We were attended by a waiting 
woman, Trimbuſh, and Alexander, when 
as in former times joining hand in hand, 


ve ran from walk to walk, from par- 


terre to parterre, we talked of the garland, 
of preceptor Cecil, of brother Numps and 
of Mr. Darcy, but in a manner ſo inter- 

rupted, ſo incoherent, that there is no re- 


peating even the ſubſtance of our conver- 


þ fation; all that I could underſtand, was, 
| only that young Godolphin was ſent to a 
public ſchool near London, that the girls 


were going to NN in Queen Square, F 
and 
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as that their "Papa and Mamma - were 
come to live dS = 


LY 


Js 


The month we ſpent r at n 
line Lodge, contained for us as many ſweet 
moments as any other in the calendar of 
our lives. Mr. Darcy came thither very 
often to viſit my new Papa; he no more 
than the reſt of them expreſſed any anger 
at my elopement, nor did his affection for 
the little Delves ſeem in the leaſt dimi- 
niſhed, he made me repeat to him all my 
adventures; I did not forget to tell him 
_ every thing relating to the crazy lord, and 
I alſo longed to tell him who were my pa- 
rents, but ſomething or other prevented 
me from repoſing this confidence in their 
intimate friend; I belteve it was the feat 
that he .might ſpeak again to them of the 
diſcovery I had made, and I could not 


bear the thought of incurring their diſplea- 


ſire. On the ſubject of Alexander; I knew 


no reſerve, I repeated with tears in my- 
eyes the little ſtory of the ſick wife, the -- 
Z S-2-.- pardon, <: 
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pardon, and the purſe; I deſcribed with 
energy the poor creature's emotions of gra- 
titude, as he rehearſed to me the mercy, 


and the wane of his gracious benefac- 
OT. 


* 


Mr. Darcy caught me in his arms, and 
preſſing me tenderly between them, I am 
« charmed,“ faid he, © my dear boy, to 
ec ſee you affected by an action of common 
« humanity, of common charity ; it is the 
, prognoſtic of a heart that will one day 
© when you have it in your power to do 
ce good , inſtruct you that the pureſt ſprings | 
« of human felicity are derived from bene- 
« volence, and the moſt acceptable ſervice 
« we can perform in the ſight of Heaven 
ee to Pity and pardon the wretch who proſ- 
« trates himſelf before us, afflicted and 
« penitent. I am glad my friend Sir Ed- 
* ward has placed Alexander about your 
« perſon, he is honeſt and faithful, his | 
4 crume was cowardice, and perhaps his bo 
ay * conſtitution 
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4 conſtituttion is 1 accountable. for 
« that fault chan his inclinations;” Rog) 1 


4 


Self knowledge is a perfect ſcience; and 
always allowed to be obtained with more. 


difficulty than moſt other ſtudies, yet I had 
acquired enough of it to be convinced at 
an early ſtage of life, that had my errors 
been attacked violently, inftead 'of being 
approached with gentleneſs, they would 
have increaſed rather than diminiſhed. A 
man and his faults, being like a man and 
his wife, ſo cloſely united, that he who ap- 
pears the enemy of one is conceived to be 
the enemy of both, and whoever would 
ſever them ſhould ſet about it with addreſs,” 
which will ſometimes ſucceed, Where force 


would avail Ko [044-07 370 YITAOI. 


* 14% „ „„ 3 3. ws 


« 


Veith er n Ilan, Mr. „ Durey, or 5 


indeed any of my friends, ever told me I 
was too rude, too bold, too idle, too ſtub- 
born, or too any thing elſe that F ought not 
to we but I did not want underſtanding 
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10 find out that the praiſes they beſtowed 


on mildneſs, modeſty, application, and 
compliance, were ſo many kind leſſons by 
which I was expected to profit; whether I 
did or did not profit by them, will here. 
after be eſtabliſhed. 


CHAP. Il. 


The Separation, 


Ber the breaking up of our party, 


I aly y Eveline, that in three days they ſhould 
convey me to Eton ſchool, whither they 
tad prevailed on Mr. Owen and his houſe- 


keeper Winifred to ſettle themſelves, that 


I might board with them; as being my old 
friends, on their care of my health they 


could depend; and that Alexander had aſked 
leave, and was permitted to attend me. 


1 was informed by Sir Edward and g 


As 


— 


Asa N that the ſturdieſt dis poſiti tion may 
be rendered flexible, by the moulding of 


kindneſs,. little Del ves ſtarted no growling 


objections to this arrangement; though to 
ſpeak the truth, without meaning to diſpa- 


3 


rage Papa Owen, or Mother Winifred,” or 
_ without loving them leſs, ſince He had en- 
joyed the benefit of better ſociety, theirs 
would have been the laſt he would have 


choſen for the ſolace of his domeſtic hours; 


on the contrary, he ſeemed not only per- 


fectly ſatisfied, but returned with as much 


warmth as expreſſion will allow to real and 


grateful emotions, thoſe feelings with which 


his heart was burſting, at the goodneſs of? 


theſe adorable parents... 


Papa Owen, with Winifred ſeated by his 
ſide, removed to the houſe, prepared for 
their reception at Eton, in a poſt- chaiſ e of 
Sir: Edward's, two days before Sir Edward - 
and his Lady themſelves conveyed me to 
my new reſidence, and on the ſame morn- - 


ing the Colonel, and: Mrs. Godolphin ſet ©. 
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out with their a0 ghters, for the metropolis. 


Our adieus were tender, I drew my hat over 
124 eyes, Agnetta wept. | 


1 think the firſt ſevere diſappointment 1 


everexperienced, was on our arrival at Eton ; 
when after Sir Edward had been with the 
maſters, I was told that neither Trimbufn, 
or Alexander, oould be permitted to re- 


main with me at college. I thought my 


heart would have broken, a thouſand times 


did I embrace them both, a thouſand times. 


recommended them to the love of each 
other; I do not know that I felt much ſeverer 


pangs in parting with Sir Edward and Lady 5 
Eveline, who to dry up my tears, promiſed 


they would ſend my ſervant and my dog 
very frequently to viſit me, 


Having no longer chal ons objects in my 
ſight, I turned my thoughts to the neceſlity 


of application, that I may not diſgrace by 


my education the parents who would one 


day acknowledge me, and whom I now 


loved 


| A WELCH * TALE. i „ 
loved much more for their goodneſs to me, 
than I had loved them before for their 
twenty thouſand pounds a 1 


Mr. Darcy had given me a large purſe 
of gold, when J left him behind me, at 
Eveline Lodge, together with a lecture, 
the value of which 1 did not quite fo well 
know at that time, although I have ſince : 
experienced it to have been above all price. 

« T underſtand,” faid he, © that it is the 
* intention of your new friends, not to take 
« you from ſchool, until you have com 

« pleated your ſeventeenth year, when they 
hope to ſee united in you, the ſcholar, 
the gentleman, and the chriſtian ; the lit- 
* tle offering which my friendſhip would 

« have you accept, ſhall be yearly renewed, 
tc not as a gift, but a property of which I 
« appoint you the ſteward ; I ſhall never 
ce call you to any reckoning, your conſcience 
js your maſter, make up your accounts 


with that, and I ſhall be ſatisfied. An ho- 
„ « neſt ©. 
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« neſt ſteward kan only claim his wages ; he 
« js the ſervant of benevolence, and the 
ee more freely he ſcatters, the more liberal- 
« ]y he is repaid. Tell me my dear child,” 
added Mr. Darcy, © do you comprehend 
« what I am ſaying to you?“ 


« J do indeed Sir,“ 1 replied, with viva- 


city, „and I will never ſpend one of theſe 


* guineas, upon any ſelfiſh gratification, but 
« may I not give a few of them to Alexan- 
mT 


" N o! Alexander is provided with all 
« the neceſſaries of life; he may deſerve, but 
ce he does not ſtand in need of your bounty, 
* keep it for the neceſſitous, whoſe age, 


c poverty or infirmities, will ally them- 


« ſelves to your compaſſion, whoſe claims 


you cannot ſhake off, without at the ſame 


* time Tooſening the very chords which 


2 * bind you to the SOM of humanity. ” 


Ing 
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I no ſooner became reconciled to my 
ſchool, and my ſchool-fellows, than I di- 
ligently applied to ſeize on every improve- 
ment within my reach, .nor were the bloſ- 
ſoms of genius leſs ſtrong for blowing as 
mine did at a late ſeaſon ; this is all that I 
ſhall ſay of the four years I remained at 


Eton, for if the tricks of a ſchool-boy are 


diverting to himſelf, there are little hopes 
that a repetition of them can afford the ſame 
entertainment to a.manly reader. 


The perſonal. improvements of little 


Delves, were declared by all his partial 
friends, to have even out- ſtripped his 


knowledge in the languages dead or living; 
the graces of elocution, the art of dancing, Iii 


riding, ſkating, or fencing, in all of which 


accompliſhments his various maſters allow-- 
ed him to excel everybody but themſelves; 


| becauſe for ſuch condeſcenfions, they were 


{ure to receive, not only the thanks of Sir 


Edward and Lady Eveline, but ſuch mag- 


nificent gratuities as very amply ice 
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fied them, for any little ſacrifices they may 


have made at the ſhrine of deceit. Truth 


might have diſputed with the maſters the 
perfections of their pupil, but his friends 
were not inclined to doubt of their reality, 
they rather ſaw them double; Sir William, 
Lady Eveline, and Mr. Darcy, confined 


their admiration to ſilent ecſtacy, Papa Owen, 


Winifred, and Alexander, ſpoke theirs in 
unequivocal phraſes, even Trimbuſh ſeem« 
ed to love me leſs, and to refpect me more. 
Whatever my improvements might have 
been, thoſe of Agnetta and Henrietta my 
eyes witneſſed, and my whole ſoul acknow- 


ledged; our interviews were ſeldom, but 


our attachment ſtrengthened rather than 


_ diminiſhed, and every future ſeparation was 
attended with more pain than the former. 


For the laſt year of my ſchool ſtudies, 
we never met, the Colonel's family had 
made an excurſion to the continent ; I did 
not even expect to ſee them any more be- 
ſore my removal to the Univerſity, where 


2 vas to enjoy the ſolace of Trimbuſh and 
| EE 22 3 Alexander 


A WELCH TALE. 13 
Alexander in lieu of Papa Owen and Wi- 
nifred, who having nobly fulfilled their 
kind offices, returned back to their tem- 
ple of love in the boſom of Wales, loaded 
with my thanks, embraces, and many more 
ſubſtantial marks of friendſhip from the 
hands of my generous benefactors. | 


On paſling through London, in our way 
to Oxford, Lady Eveline aſked if I ſhould 
like ſtaying a few days in town, to pa ke 
of its diverſions. - 


During the four years I had been under 
their reſpectable protection, I had paſſed | 
but five nights in London, and even theſe 
with a fort of diſcontegted reluctance from 
the very great preference J gave to their 
reſidence in the country. Hitherto they had 
ſubmitted to my humour, it now ſeemed 
incumbent on me to bend my will to theirs, - 
and that very evening I had the honor to - 
attend my lovely Mamma, to her box at 
the Opera. «<4 2/5: + 01 wn 
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My hair was turned up for the firſt time, 


and whether it was owing to the change it 


made on my features, or from the exceſſive 


gro th of my perſon, ſince I laſt appeared 


in the ſame fituation, I fancied every eye 


in the houſe was fixed upon me ; Lady 


Eveline whiſpered me to the ſame effect. 
« I do not know how the men might like 
« you Delves,” ſaid ſhe, “but I foreſee, 
te that you will be a favorite of the wo- 
« men.” | 


« ] ſhall not be too vain of that diſtinc- 


« tion,” ſaid I, © unleſs you can perſuade | 


tt me, that their approbation is valuable 


« from its ſcarcity, and that they do not 


« laviſh it on all men alike.” 


« Upon my word, young gentleman, 1f 
ce ſuch are your conditions, before your 
« ſcruples will be ſatisfied, I fear we muſt 
« haye a new creation, or at leaſt another 
« generation; our young females of faſhion, 
< not being made after your model.” 


60 I. 
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„ hei the fault of their mothers,” I re- 


plied. 
« How fo?” 


« Why if they would ſet them an exam- 


« ple of reſerve, I dare ſay it would be fol- 


* lowed.” 


4] do not know that you are very wrong, 


« but you are an abſolute churl, not to 


* make allowandes for the prejudices of 
« faſhion.” 


« Ah Madam, I ſpeak as I think; you 
« do not, or you would fay as I do, that in 
e the decency of dreſs, and chaſtity of 
* manner, there ſhould be no faſhion, but 
what modeſty ſanctions” — 


« Indeed you are prodigious wiſe, pray 
* where did you pick up your wiſdom ?” 


«. Not 
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© Not, thank God, from experience; [I 
never gave myſelf any trouble about 
ec them, but there are ſome young men, 
cc very little older than myſelf, who are 
© much in the world, on whoſe judgment 
« J rely, and on whoſe opinion I have 
5 founded my own.“ 


T obſerved all the time we had been 
ſpeaking, Lady Eveline conſtantly turned 
her head towards the, door of a vacant box, 
next to her own ; at laſt it opened, and I 
had the tranſport of beholding my old 


friend Mrs. Godolphin deſcend, followed 


by my adorable Agnetta, and her charming 
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CHAP, III. 


Diſappointment. 


A GNETTA no longer in the dreſs of a 
child, with the graceful form of wo- 


man, blended a reſerve that diſguſted me; 


that we are no longer children?“ 


mated 
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her mother received the hand J offered, 
and preſſed it with great kindneſs, but by 
Agnetta it was rejected; who ſaid with a. 
bluſh, which infinitely became the caſt of 
her features, © Will you never forget Sir, 
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« If you are changed I am | not, ” 1 re- 
plied in a pet, turning to > the lively ani- 
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mated Henrietta, and aſking if ſhe too was 
prude enough to deny an old acquaint. 
ance? 


“Not I indeed,” ſaid ſhe, © nor my ſiſter 
neither, it is only a copy of her. coun- 
tenance.“ 


« Oh! then, I replied, © if ſhe has not. 
“ laid by her friends with her dolls, ſhe 
% muſt have acquired a great deal of affec- 
« tation, I am glad to ſee you more natu- 
© ral.” Then caſting a glance of reſent- 
ment. on. Agnetta, I turned. awav, ſome- 
times ſpeaking to Lady Eveline, ſometimes 
to Mrs. Godolphin till the dancing began; 
when my eyes Happening to wander a little 
towards the fair offender, I ſaw a very fine 
young man engaging the whole of her at- 
tention, whom I immediately recollected to 
have been once my ſchool-fellow, Lord 
Charles Harley, the younger ſon of a new 
made marquis. I was too proud, and. too 
angry, to renew my acquaintance witli him, 
at 
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at this chance interview; I had no con- 


ception that I loved Agnetta, yet 1 


thought myſelf more entitled to her notice 
than any other youth of my ſtanding, and 
reſented her obvious neglect with all the 


jealouſy of the moſt paſſionate adorer. 1 


therefore ſat ſurly, ſwelling and ſilent, the 
reſt of the evening, and when preſſed by 
Mrs. Gololphin to viſit her before I left 
town, I only replied, that if it was poſſible 
to prevail on Sir Edward and Lady Eve- 
line to leave it the next morning, E hoped 
to be at Oxford before dinner ; adding, that 
I hated London, its airs, its graces, and its 
inſincerities. I might have been rather leſs 
rude, if I had not obſerved Agnetta atten- 


tively liſtening to our converſation; ſhe 
ſmiled, and nodded, but her ſmiles, and her 
nods, had no effect on my exaſperated paſ- 


ſions. 


My humour was ſtill adverfe to harmony, 
and on our return to Portland-Place Lady 
Eveline had ſeveral times repeated the ſame 
queſtion, 
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queſtion, © What is the matter with: you 
_ « Delves ?” and at laſt deſired to know with 
whom I had left my gaiety ; T had replied 
only ta this home charge, by kiſſing her 
hand, and intreating that ſhe would permit 
me to attend the only, friends I had in. the 
world, to Oxford, the very next day. 


I expect,” ſaid ſhe, with an air, more 
than commonly ſerious, © that you will ac- 
« count for this requeſt to Sir Edward, and 
* if you can ſatisfy him that it is a rea- 
ee ſonable one, I promiſe you to ſtart no 
* objection.” 


Her words, and Her tone, had ſomething 
in them ſo repellant to the freedom of my 
ſpirit, that I became more and more diſa- 
greeable to myſelf, as well as to her Lady- 
ſhip, who on meeting Sir Edward in the 
ſupper-room, where he waited. our return, 
ſaid to him laughing, © This boy has taken 
« jt into his head, to be offended at ſome- 
© body, or ſomething that he has met with 

| | | ; cc at 
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« at the Opera; he wants us to haſten our 
« excurſion to Oxford, that he might con- 
« ceal his chagrin in the cloiſters of a col- 
« lege ; ſhall we indulge his ſedentary 
« wiſhes, and ſet out immediately ? The 


« moon is bright, every thing is in favor of 


« this charming romantic expedition; for 
« my part, I hate delays, particularly where 
the health of mind or body is at ſtake ; 
poor Delves is ſick at heart, nothing 
« pleaſes him, no, not even the ſight of 
te his earlieſt friends, the pretty Godolphins, 
« who have ſat at his elbow the whole of 


the evening.” 


« T do not underſtand,” faid Sir Edward, 


as he ſtood with his back to the fire, and 
his hands behind him, whilſt I had flunk 
on one ſide of it to avoid obſervation, © nor 
can I comprehend how Delves, ſo ſituat- 
« ed, ſhould be capable of feeling diſguſt 
in though the ſinging had been bad, and the 
dancing execrable. | 
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Neither was that the caſe, returned 
my tormenting Mamma, © I never ſaw a 
« better performance, yet he only wants 
re our conſent to ſet off for Oxford tomor- 
* row morning.” 


Luckily the ſervants brought in ſupper, 
which relieved me from the force of a rail- 
lery, that I could not feel myſelf the object 
of without being covered with confuſion 
from a conſciouſneſs of having deſerved it, 
and by the time they were again withdrawn, 


friends had reſtord me to ſo much good 
humour, that in hopes to make them forget 


veral airs of that favorite Opera; the re- 
preſentation of which had coſt me ſo much 
humiliation. 


They had each the goodneſs to extend a 
hand, and a ſmile of the fondeſt affection, 
to compleat the conqueſt I ſtrove to gain 
over myſelf. | ee. 
« ] give 


the amiable condeſcenſion of thoſe dear 


my paſt unaccountable caprice, I ſung ſe- 


fa; 
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« I give you a great deal of credit,” ſaid 
Sir Edward, © for this exertion,” 
* agree with you,” cried Lady Eveline, 
« what ſay you Delves, ſhall we ſet out to- 
* morrow, or ſhall we as at firſt propoſed, 
e remain where we are a few days longer? 


« Oh ! Good God,” cried I, * is it only 
* in the mirror of your amiable qualities, 
«that I am doomed to behold the deformi- 
« ty of my own temper ;”” my face was 
ſpread with bluſhes, and . eyes caſt on 
the ground. 


« But you do not declare what are your 
un inclinations, ſpeak then without fear,” 
aid Sir Edward, „they muſt be unrea- 
« ſonable indeed, if we do not with NS 
e adopt them.” 


Corroſive meaſures adminiſtered as re- 
medics to a mind diſeaſed, is a {word of 
ſteel, trying to pierce marble, but the balm 

4 
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2 


of forbearing kindneſs will penetrate the 
hardeſt natures.—* I have no wiſh, no in. 
« clination,” I exclaimed, graſping their 


hands, and preſſing them to a heart which 
throbbed with gratitude, «I have no deſire 
te jn the world, but to convince you of my 
« love, my duty, my obedience.” 


“ Begin with * us the whole of your 


te confidence,” ſaid Mamma, ſmiling arch. 


ly; “tell us what it was that ed you 
*« at the _ 


« Oh! I ſhall confeſs it wich all my 


e heart. Agnetta is grown ſo haughty, that 


e ſhe would hardly acknowledge me.“ 


« Perhaps what you call haughtineſs is 
© nothing more than that maidenly mo- 
« deſty which but this very night I have 
« heard you abuſe the modern mothers for 
* not inſtilling into the manners of their 


1 daughters, ” 


ec We 


cc 


te 


Ve 
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« We muſt allow the ladies,” added Sir 


Edward, « to be the beſt judges, of what 
« belongs to the delicacy of their own ſex, 
« and I expect that my wife's arguments 
« will convince you, that you have formed 
« a falſe opinion reſpecting your little 
« friend.“ 


« T will believe whatever you would have 
© me,” ſaid I, © yet if indeed, it was mo- 
te deſty which made her ſo diſtant to me, 
« what was it, my dear Madam, that drew 
her ſo near to Harley? I had rather 


« ſpeak my injuries, than make believe 


they were forgotten, that I might ſecret] 2 
revenge them with uſury.“ 


« But who is it that you ſuppoſe has in- 


C jured you? not Agnetta, for I ſaw nothing 


'**amiſs in her conduct, neither have you 
any cauſe of acquiſition againſt Lord 
Charles Harley; perhaps there may be fa. 
emily reaſons, why he ſhould be entitled 


to her particular preference: however, in- 


You, 1K - C ic ſtead 
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«ſtead: of going to Oxford, we ſhall make 
them a viſit to-morrow, When perhaps 
« we ſhall be let a little more into the ſe- 


* our pillows, which are the wiſeſt counſel- 
lors we can apply to.” At half an hour 
after midnight ſhe roſe, lighted her taper, 
as I did alſo, glad to have n b and we 
all retired at the ſame moment. 


ties AY to 1 me, and 

| Trimbuſh had ſtretched himſelf out at full 
| length, on the foot of my bed. I took ſo 
little notice of either, that a mixture of 


upon the countenance of Alexander, who 
obſerved that he ſuppoſed their honors had 
changed their minds, and he ſhould be left 
out of the detachment to be drafted for 
Oxford. Inſtead of ſatisfy ing his doubts, I 
told him he might go to bed, "ag I ſhould 
not 2 his attendance * more * 


« cret ; at preſent let us retire, and conſult 


ſurprize, pique, and uneaſineſs appeared 


: \ 
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1 afflicted, though I did not intend 10 af- 
flict him; he was very ſure he ſaid, With 


tears in his eyes, he ſhould. be ſent back 


from Oxford, as he had been from Eton. 
1 aſſured him he was miſtaken; then What 
could be the matter with me, was the next 


queſtion, as if it was impoſſible Lſheuld 


have any other cauſe for vexation, than, 


what originated in a ne * a . 


tion nnen | 5611. 28.0008. 


1 refuſed to \ ſatisfy his eaticdty;in retorting 

on him. the ſecrets concerning me, which 
be had in his keeping, and which he never | 
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plied, ce your honor ſhould not have a! 15 4 Þ 1 
0 


me twice, for dy'e ſee; they have been as 


* near to my lips as gun-poyder to e 1 


« cartridge, and would many a time have 


blown up, if it had not been for my a 


to God, and my 9 N 


C 2 
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- Tis was a fort of comprom iſ, that eh 
Ss  Mioutd.hiep what Re had to Din fgf. To. 
| avoid therefore, his affèctionatelxi vuble 
| ſome importumities, that I would go to 
reſt, I ſubmitted to the operation of un- 
dreſſingꝭ took poſſeſfion of my pillow, but 
bid aden to reſt tilf the image of Agnetta 
vaniſhed from my mental view, with the 
clouds of night and fleep hovering over 
my eyes as ſhe fat on the beams of the 
morning ſealed them up ſo effectually, that 
it was paſſed nid: day before I opened them 
again, and again Agnetta was the firſt ob- 
zect that was prefemt to my ideas. I have 
| ſeen her— ſhe hates me—ſhe likes Harley. 
Theſe were the thoughts that always at- 
tended the recollection of the Opera Scene. 
I had heard of love] fearetl it, but was 
quite certain I had never felt it. How 
uas it poſſible I ſhould love Miſs Godol- 
{a Phin, with whom I was ſo angry, that if 
190 it had not been unmanly, I could certainly 
boese chaſtiſed her arrogance with maſcu- 
line 8 5 


The 


— 
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The change in my looks when 1 came 
down to breakfaſt, ſeemed to alarm Sir 


Edward and Lady Eveline; they were fure 


I had not flept, they were ſure: F va un- 
well, they hoped a certain young lady was 
not anſwerable for the alteration ſo-yilible* 
in my countenance.. If that ſhould be 
the caſe, he is very much to blame, 


ſaid Sir Edward, he might have ſpoken. | 


« in time, he knows our partiality for the 


Colonel and his family : the zung lady | 


is amiable, herconnexions tionorable, tier 
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fortune unexceptionable, on whatgrounds,. | e 


— — — — 


my dear Delves, could you have ſuppoſed 
* we ſhould have raiſed objections, to an 


* alliance . way A "3 0 


ay marry Agnetta! * » cried! I, 19 a 
laugh, and filling my mouth with bolling 
tea, that brought tears into my eyes. No- 
« Sir, if there was not another woman in 

= he world, I would not be the huſband of. 
_« Miſs Godolphin ! She forgets to love me 
a a filter and ſhe knows well * 
9 9 
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* moſt 1 5 ever \foel for her, was the- 
good will of a brother; and even from 
this flight degree of preference, I now 
MA: Workers UE _—_ OR. a; 


_ 2 "I am n ſhe W «to Hear 
« you announce yourſelf ſo free from pain- 
« ful impreſſions, as it puts me out of 
« doubt, that the evening party to which 
we are all invited, will give you pleaſure: 
£ had not your heart found itſelf in ſo per- 
« fect a ſtate of indifference, I ſhould have 
been almoſt afraid to propoſe it.“ 


4 My face burnt like fire, as I aſked where 
and to what party, I ſhould have the honor 
of F her rn. f | 


Elf « Pbaw,” Gid eng, 0 Why all this 
a « begging the queſtion; I think I have 
1 hinted very ſufficiently, to make you 
-* comprehend, that our intended viſit is to 
the family of ee! we have * . 
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had rather go t0—t0—to the ogy” 
fammered I out. 2 | 


2 = 
FER % 


« And we ſhould moſt gladly have ex- 
« cuſed your attendance, ſhe replied, “at 
« the other place, rather than diſtreſs your 
feelings; but if you have been honeſt, 
* they are not likely to ſuffer any conflifts: 
* from: beauties that are ſeen by you with- 


« ſo little partiality ; come confeſs you 
have deceived: us, and ſtay at home, or 


go with us, and eſtabliſh your ſincerity.” 


« Then I go,” fad I, © though I ſhould! | 


* be carried thither in my coffin. Dear 
Madam, I will do any thing, rather tharr 
N. e myſelf to a — ſo nn 
«c ing. ad | 

Very well,” replied this dear teaſing 
parent, now that I know all muſt be ſafe 


« in that little kingdom, where I. ſurmiſed | 


“ a rebellion had commenced, there is no- 


thing that remains to trouble me. I have 
- 1 8 been | 
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2 32 , 
"been engaged to make this viſit on this 
* very night, rather more.thanithree weeks; | 


ewe are invited it ſeems on a very parti 
3 cular occaſiqn.” 


« Particular ceaſes ps J. but 
1 beg your pardon, what time 


www]: to attend your Lady- 


40 ſhip?” 


| ++ Right; I'chink; is the bour at Shichiwe 


are expected; have you any objection, 


perhaps you may think it either too ee, 
10 ar too early? 95 


* IE Lady Eveline, what can it be to 


eme, whether you chuſe to command my 


* obedience at ſun-riſing, or ſun- ſetting; 1 


* live but to pleaſe Sir Edward and your- 
« ſelf; love me always, and I renounce the 
« love of all other to nen ed | 


Kc the earth.“ 


4 waren TALE. . 33: 


5 wo Thatt grant your requeſt, my beloved: 
«child, let us ſee if you will be as true to 
your promiſe.“ bs 


CHAP. IV.. 


„ 

4 | ; | 3 
ſilence any further obſervations on 

| the affairs of my incomprehenfible 
heart, I appeared at dinner dreſſed to the 
beſt advantage, and with ſuch gaiety of 
ſpirits, as might have been miſtaken for - an 
intoxication, under which ſeveral very odd. WR 
fenſations were carefully concealed ; I kept? 1 
all the talk to myſelf, I overturned what-— WA 
ever came in my way, I ſpread a handker-. 
chief on my knees, and put che rapkin.ints. 


m Ps. . | 
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« told you,” ſaid Lady Evcline o Sir 
Edward, © how much we have misjudged 
« the ſituation of his heart; I have never 
« ſeen him look ſo well; I havenever ſeen 
« him ſo wonderfully lively; let us never 
ic again accuſe him of harbouring inclina- 
e tions, with which he is . or aſhamed 
* to make us acquaint | 


I thought my little artifice had ſucceed- 
ed ſo well, that to give it freſh force, I 
drew out my watch twenty times, between 
the hours of ſeven and eight, as if impatient 
to give ſtill ſtronger proofs of my indiffe- 
rence; and when the carriage came to the 
door, which was to. convey us to Colonel E 
Godol phin' s, 1 ſtarted up, affiſted Mamma, 
to put on her cloak, and hurried her away 
as if I had liked as much as I hated the 
terrible viſit, to which my ill-ſtarr'd deſtiny 
Vas about to conduct me. 
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25 5 Delves,” cried 133 => led h her to | 
the coach,“ Jou have certainly uſed too 
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40 auch nl n your hand trembles 
« with the feebleneſs of old age 25 


a That i is very likely,” ſaid 2 te it is al- 
« ways the caſe when I play too long at 
ce tennis, as I have done this morning. 


Well we are arrived—we are deſcended 
from our carriage—weare paſſing through a 
whole regiment of powdered footmen in 
new liveries—every room is illuminated 
with candles —every face with joy. The 
door of an immenſe ſaloon, adorned with 
an infinity of light is thrown open Lady 
Eveline is announced Sir Edward is an- 
nounced - and the agitated Delves is an- 
nounced. Could he behold without tumults 
of agitation, the ſpectacle that met his con- 
ſuſed fight? It was Lord Charles Harley ſit- Wl 

ting between Agnetta and another lady. 1 
Agnetta, the bluſhing Agnetta, in bridal (508 

white; it was that abominable Lord Charles, ' 10 
triumphing in the happineſs of à bride- þ 
: aum; ; it was a circle of ſplendid. eanr- = | 
| 7 C 6 "© pany, © 
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=: 5 DELVES, . 


1 Pany, met to aſſiſt at the . of Ag 
. It was the awful range of cuſhions 


netta. 
which ſpoke the approaching ceremony ; 
it was the Archbiſhop's licence, exhibited 
againſt the hangings ; it was the Arch- 


biſhop in perſon, dreſſed in his robes, and 
_Nanding at a table, his face turned towards 


Agnetta, as if expecting her approach, his 
hand reſting on a ſuperb bible. It appeared 


that they only waited for our arrival, to 


- begin the ceremony. I ſaw them all upon 


their feet, I ſaw no more, nobody obſerved 
me, nobody ſeemed to care what became 


of me, I ran out of the room, out of the 
{ houſe, and through the ſtreets, till 1 gained 
my own apartment, where ſhutting myſelf 
up from all obſervation, I walked, wept, 
f and raved until no longer able to do either 


I fell on the bed, arid if it can be ſuppoſed 


poſſible, that a diſappointed lover ſhould 
ever ſleep, I certainly did fleep, or ſhou! - 
my readers of a particular deſcription ob- 
ject to my falling aſleep, I allow them to 
Gs ita —— of the ſenſes, from which 


1 recovered, 
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deal more rational. 


I could no longer doubt of the b 
Agnetta had made in my affections, but 


with that deſperate fortitude of the Spartan le 
boy, I reſolved to keep my ſecret though, I 161 | 


it ſhould eat through my vitals. 


= ; Edvard and Lady Eveline came 


home at an early hour, and looked ſurpriſ- 
ed at finding me waiting for them, in the 
drawing room, as compoſed, cheerful, and 
unconcerned as if nothing had happened. 


They upbraided, and —— me in 


the ſame breath; I had done wrong in leav- 


ing the aſſembly, before the rites were 


ſolemnized; but they were rejoiced to find 
that it was not any ſudden indiſpoſition, 5 
which made me guilty of ſo much inconſi- 


derate haſte, in retiring before I had paid 


my compliments to Lady Charles Haley, . 


. 
oo 


_ 


38 pu rs, 


ce I acknowledge my fault,” ſaid I, © and 
e jt depends on your goodneſs, whether I ſhall 
« ever pardon the commiſſion of it, for if 
« Delves is not forgiven by Sir Edward and 
« your Ladyſhip, Delves never will forgive 
« himſelf.” 


« Well, well,” anſwered Papa, where 
te there are ſo many whimſical oddities, we 


« ſhall not quarrel with you for one of ſo 
6 trifling a nature.” | 


« Provided,” added Mamma, * that he 
« tells us the real reaſon of his deſertion.”” 


That is eaſily enough explained, I hate 
« all ſuch nonſenſical parade. The light 


« was too ſtrong, the heat too oppreſſive, . 


te and the folemnity ſo very awful, that if I 
1e had ſtaid, 1 might have taken an averſion 
* to the holy ſtate of matrimony, for che 
ow: Teſt of my life.” 


« Pray 
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« Pray did you give yourſelf the trouble 
« to look at the bride, before you abſcond- 
(c ed? 52 


« Yes, I caught one * glimpſc at her.” 


C Did you ever ſee any obj ect more rt 
« tifully intereſting ? oy 


« She is very 3 but nothing extraor- 
« dinary, quite a baby, and I wonder ner 
« father and mother can truſt her with the 
s management of a * * . 

« True; yet norvithſtanding Agnetta is 
« young, I believe our wives of the preſent 
times will have no bad example in Lady 
Charles Harley.“ 2 


« Tt may be ſo,” I replied, ſhrugging my 
ſhoulders, with an air not leſs indifferent 
than incredulous, © yet if ever I marry I 
« ſhould not like for my wile 1 to become 
© her * . 
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« your old friends will never forgive you, 
« if they are intirely Ws: 
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— Suppoſe then I ſhould call to-mor- 
row me 


* vou will do well.“ 


# 


name for Lord Charles, Lady Charles, the 
Colonel, Mrs. Godolphin, and Henrietta, 


| benefactors appeared ſatisfied when J told 
them 1 went too early, that none of the fa- 


EST off for the Univerſity. 


'CHAF; 


. «© But Delves, you muſt carry your com- 
* pliments to her, before you leave town; 


1 1 dd call on the morrow, and left my 


but did not aſk to ſee any of them. My 


mily were viſible, and the next morning we 


A WELCH ALI. 41 


W P. V. 


Ti be Reſolution. 


memory, Such was the reſolution I form- 
ed as I turned my back upon London; to 
form and to eſtabliſh a reſolution was al- 


ways to me oneand the ſame thing. It 
required fome addreſs how to carry the 


point without betraying the motive; how 


ſhould I ever fee the parents 1 adored un- | 
leſs I returned to them at every vacation? 


after Chriſtmas they were always in Lon- 


don. 1 might ave — on them, be- 
| cauſe | 


EVER will I ſet my foot, never caſt 
my eyes again on this vile city, un- | 
til I have obliterated Agnetta from my 
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= ©» DELVES, 


cauſe they never refuſed me any thing, to 


receive the ſpoilt child at Eveline Lodge; 


but what then? London ſtood in my way, 
and I muſt paſs through it. I could not 
paſs through it without in fome degree re- 
volting from my purpoſe. Nobody will 


expect ſuch a conceſſion from me; I did 
not impoſe it on myſelf. 


Had there been a neceſſity of laying my 


heart open to the inſpection of a friend, 
Mr. Darcy would have been my confeſſor. 
T ſhould have felt leſs fear of offending 


him; leſs afraid of his ſtrictures; leſs afraid 


of his raillery than of that which my filial 
duty would have taught me to expect, had 
Sir Edward and Lady Eveline been in- 
formed of my duplicity. However I was 
equally cut off from the. adyantage of 
council on either hand, for what I would 


not ſay to them, I could not communicate 


to Mr. Darcy, who ſome weeks prior to 
my preſent awkward predicament, at the 
particular requeſt of miniſters had left Bri- 


tain 


— 
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tain on an Extraordinary Embaſſy, which 
himſelf aſſured me at parting, would occu- 
py him at leaſt twelve, if not eighteen 

months; or if he had remained on this 
ſide the water, it would have been in vain 
to unboſom my chagrin to him; for with- 
out changing my nature I never could have 
changed my diſcontent. Nothing would 
have made me acknowledge that the mar- 
riage of Agnetta was any concern of mine, 
much leſs that it had been the blight of my 
affections and the grave of w7 hopes. 


o S., * 


Our ſhort | —_— ca conti- 
nued, and ended with univerſal good-hu- 
mour ; Sir Edward placidly chearful, Lady 
Eveline ſometimes gay, ſometimes thought- 
ful, whilſt the vivacity of the tortured 
Delves knew no intermiſſion, though more 
than once I felt my face flaming at cer- 
tain glances from the mild eyes of Mamma, 
which ſeemed to ſay that ſhe could read 
the contents of my heart ; they were alſo 
a with e at leaſt I con- 
ge 
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| 496 | pranes, 
ſtrued their language into pity. My pride 
was hurt, and my efforts of artifice re- 
doubled, to convince her ladyſhip how 
much I was the NU of indifference. 

Sir Edward, on our arrival at Oxford, 
preſented me to the Head of Wadham Col- 
lege, who gave me the moſt gracious re- 
ception. My rooms were already pre- 
pared; my name entered as Gentleman 
Commoner; my ſervant and my doo quar- 
tered in my neighbourhood ; Y 5585 trite an- 
pointed; my acquaintarice Increaihg ; ; my 
chagrin decreafing. Such was. my fitua-. 
tion; when, after a week's ſober feftivity, 
made up of ſtaring and ftuffing, the moſt 
reluctant adieus were announced between 
Papa, Mamma, and their darling, they re- 
turned to London, n ſtu- 
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5 My tber was = EYE man; 11 I. 
1 known men without half his learning i 
or polite manners, who have not been ha 
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good-natured ; it- is therefore that I no- 
tice in him a humble quality, with which 
over-bearing, ſcf-created wiſdom ſcorns 
to affociate. He was the friend I moſt 


loved in the whole univerſity, 


Other acquaintances I contracted, who 
taught me no great matter of g60d, except” 
to put in practice the leſſon of charity 
given me by Mr. Darcy with a full purſe, 
on my firſt fetting out for Eton School. 
I had never forgotten his Chriſtian charge; 
but it had hitherro been attended with ſome. 
trouble in finding objects enough to make 
receivers of his annual bounty. I had been 
forced in the purſuit of them, to make love 
to all the old ladies that came in my way, 
for proper recommendations; until finding 
myſelf blazoned for the moſt wonderful 
virtues, I grew quite aſhamed of ſo much 
public applauſe, and every year afterwards | 
I delivered my purſe of truſt to the diſtri- 


* bution of Winifred; from which time I 


had the comfort of being let down to the 
ſame | 


TS }"D = DELVES, 1 * 


A throne of pre-eminence may be formed 


aid of Winifred would have been ſuperflu- 
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offended by praiſe itſelf, or the echo of 


Darcy meant to partake of his bounty, I 
every day met with diſtreſſed gentlemen 


ſame level with the reſt of my n e 


of roſes, but he who ſits upon it muſt lay 
his account with feeling the thorns, whilſt 


? 


he can only ſmell the flowers. 


The difficulties I experienced in parting 
with Mr. Darcy's purſe at Eton, did not 
follow me to Oxford. I wanted no longer 
to invoke the aſſiſtance of ſuperannuated 
beauty, in the diſpoſal of its contents; the 


ous. Had every meſh been a purſe, and 
every purſe contained a hundred guineas, | 
1 could have diſpenſed them all, to a 
certainty that my modeſty would not be 


praiſe. If the poor, the diſpirited, the in- 
firm, the oppreſſed were the objects Mr. 


by dozens, poor as the wretch who is juſt. th, 


"come from the interment of his laſt ſhilling, nir 


di — ing 


1300 
ys 
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di, pivited by : a bad run of luck, infirm from 
va agen peer by debts. | 133 


As dong as the poor” 8 / Miki: laſted, the. 
bills of my companions were ſent to it for 
payment, and when all was gone, humanity 
forced me to raiſe another on my own 
firm, ſo that before I had been fix months 
in the office of ſettling the affairs of others, 
my own ſuffered no little derangement ; in 
' ſhort, I was reduced to a ſtate of as great 
poverty as che pooreſt of my gentlemen 
penſioners. Pride made me conceal the 
ſtate of my finances; the tradeſmen were 
as well contented with my promiſe, as they 
had been with my money; and I wrote to 
Sir Edward for a remittance proportioned 
to my wants, to my wiſhes, and to my in- 
heritance. 
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The more I tried to ſeparate myſelf from 
the idea of Lady Charles Harley, by run- 
ning into parties of pleaſure, and perform 
ing actions of what I ſuppoſed to be kind- 

neſs, 


4 * DELVES, 
neſs, and therefore deſerves to be called a 
ſpurious ſort of benevolence, the more I 
was entangled in my own efforts. They led 
me-into fituations which at firſt produced 
repentance, a repetition of them mellowed 
repentance to a ſort of uneaſy conſciouſneſs 
that I was not exactly in the right path; 
which ſenſation very much evaporated at 
every new plunge I took in the ocean of 
pleaſure; a. conſequence eaſily enough to 
be underſtood by all ſuch as have refreſhed 
themſelves in the ſame poiſonous whirl. 


pool. 


It was a conſiderable time before J re- 
ceived an anſwer to the demand I had made 
on Sir Edward. I was young in the ſchool 
of diſappointment, and grumbled over my 
firſt leſſon ; I became reſerved to my tu- 
tor, ſurly to my companions, and to my- 
ſelf intolerably fretful; at length arrived 
ſuch a one as reſtored me to thoughtleſs 
— with all its concomitant ex- 


| 5 Sir 
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Sir Eduard excuſed himfelf for teing 
ice ſo long ſending! me the needful, 
inſtead of ypbraiding the imprudence «hich 
muſt have made it xæedful. He had been, 
he ſaid, at the Iſle of Wight, with a party 
of his friends, and was come back to town 
155 in 155 | wi of my te | Fri 
doubtleſs no other than' the Godolphins; 
perhaps too Lord Charles and his beautiful 
bride helped to compoſe; i it. My feelings 
at this ſurmiſe convinced me that it was 
2 ___ n, eee to 9 7 01 
you: 2 6 0 EMITIET "01" 91-9193 109-50 © 
T7216. 1 , 26 %%% Bein 5 5 
ena Wee kad alfailordidn hx 5 — | 
bunch as well as Sir Ed würd was filent 
on the ſulſject. Mhich, in de no 40 the 
ſtrongeſt reſiſtance, always neſlled next uny 
heart: fheaſked hen E intended: to make 
them a viſit; tit did not cumimanil mi at- 
dtendance; on the contraryi ſboe falid as ahere 
would be a public act the next ſummer, I 
might uſe my own inclinations, for Sir Ed- | 
Ver. „ 1 vit 
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3 ENG Mart and he intended to be e and 
1 * mould employ: me to take a houſe for 
their reception, which for my ſake they 
Mould. nt, A atleaſt one whole 
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1 med d myſelf very „e of this 
$0500 and returned ſuch replies as 
could not but fully ſatisfy their hopes, their 
uiſhes, and their affections. In doing this 
A vas guilty of no ſubterfuge; my ſtudies 
I had never neglected; the progreſs I made 
anthem covered me with honor; and my 
love for theſe revered parents was genuine, 
fincere, and fervent, as what the martyr 
feels for his religion. Beſides, at the mo- 
ment when poured out the effuſions of 
my heart om paper, I did really intend to 
model it after their own.exemplary pattern; 
ut, alas! what are the intentions of a 
Fouthfiil philoſopher, or what the ſteadineſs 
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4 My good tutor, who, with all his len- 


ing and piety could not penetrate into ac. Wl 


tions further than he could ſee them, found 
nothing to reprove in my conduct, but 
much to admire in my diligence. Indeed, 
the former was only reprehenſible in thoſe 

hours of leiſure, which muſt have been 
filled with the image of another man's wife, 
if diſſipation had not ſtood porter, and bar- 
red out its P entrance. 


At the time when 1 buffered under al 
the torments of ſuſpence to which Sir Ed- 
ward's ſilence naturally gave birth, the 
change from chearfulneſs to gloom, viſible 
in the humour of his pupil, ſeemed to 
alarm the ſuſpicion of my reverend Mentor, 
who omitted no means conſiſtent with can- 
dour and politeneſs, to make himſelf maſter 
of my ſecret. A hundred times I was on 
the point of confeſſing, that I ſuffered from 
a ſenſe of my paſt imprudence; and if K 
had followed the momentary impulſe, it 


might have ſaved me no inconſiderable 
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| degree of: * 3 vexation. 
The ſentiment by which I was withheld 
from granting him the confidence he ſoli- 
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cited, had no ether mixture of fear in its 


compoſition, than that of being forced, by 


his arguments, to break the chain of amity 
by which I was bound to my preſent ſet of 
expenſive aſſeeiates: though to do them no 
more than juſtice, it would never have held 
them in friendſhip to me, if the links had 

not been forged of the ſtrongeſt metal, even 


of the pureſt bullion, . 
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4 "like neſoreuney; ted er 
the hee ef esch ether“ My friends 
gw fat, my putſe leah ; in reputatien a8 
adathing fellow,” acquired new glory; my 
reputation às a rational being was nor in abs 
meridian ; as one roſe, the other fell. The 
remittance. which ought to have laſted me. 
ſeveral merths, by ſeme unacceummable 
management was gone in a ſew es. Tt 
ſtemed as if the gentlemanly Siſtreſſes ef 
my penfioners were always to-ancreaſe:withs 
. tlie increaſe of my finances. I liked to de 
entertained, and how was ie poſlible they 


N. 
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7 ſhould be able to adminiſter to my enter- 
tainment, with a load of debts hanging on 
their ſpirits? a man might as well attempt 
to ſwim with a mill-ſtone tied round his 
neck. My money fled, and my compa- 

nions recovered their vivacity. 


There are in the world many worthy peo- 
ple, as well as myſelf, who having run 
their heads againſt a poſt, have wit enough 
to find out what made them ſtagger, will 
even. caution others to take care and Keep 
off from the danger, but forget that it 15 
neceſſary to guide their gyn ſteps with - 
additional diſcretion. It is not the d arn- 
ing, hut the ule, *. make of it, - that n 
laue! 255 man do 6! Jen ad er f fin, 
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Lin e made no mention ra 
AMxanger, or Trimbuſh ſince they attended 
me ta" College; the reaſon i is'phyious, it is 
impoſſible to be in the enjoy ment of two. 

_oppoſtte extremes, innocent and criminal 


keen claſh with. each ether, The 
Siva? 0 natural 
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! ſimple. endeavours of Alexander to- 1 
pleaſe and ſerve me had loſt theit effect, 1. 
was' reſeryed . and? he miſerable. I hard 
ſeen him ſhake his hend, L ha ve heard him: 
ſigh, yet never found him impertinent ar- 
troubleſome; he wanted tranquimlity, butt 
he never wanted refpecx. The dear Trim 
buſh had none of choſe .Fefinements,.::ha} 
| ſeemed to feel my neglect with the con- 
tempt it deſerved ; and whenever I con- 
deſcended to treat him with my-uſual fa- 
miliarity, he gave me a moſt excellent! le 
ſon;- had-V been capable of improving by 
the dignity of his reſentment; for inſtend 
of appearing honoured by my uncertain” 
careſſes, he would either growl-onturn front” 
me with diſguſt. Thus entirely through 
my own fault, was my firſt attachhſents 
nearly diſſolved, when an accident occurred 
which reſtored us to our former mutual 
love, and mutual confidence. 
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gractd by my band of gentlemen penũon- 


ers, and actually had the reſi 
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C 1 aneinfluenced; hy ng demon. but the 
« angel of ſelf- preſervation has traben . 


« under: her own mae 
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| Ol gurke' her, pe adgleimeds; f «the» Fol. # 
has ne der eroſſed my/path. I ſcorn chat | 
* hegefſity ybich taushes only; myſelf I. 
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with _—_ Þ\bve in -hobits: of 8 
2 mac Al. 3% Unis FL 10 223 Of Hen 


% 


\ 
n Ve 
_—_ ee na . 


1 
— 
= - a _— * A 

* Py * — — 20m > — 
— a, 4 iy” * — 2 * — * 
9 _— — 
Lo WS. 5 Fi _—_—- - 

— - apa.” ey bw - 7 
0 — 7 - ve > 


777 
— - — 4 6 
MRS: — = hit? 
—ů— 


— . ES 
> * " 


0 17 21.31 W og: NI 30d. bias 3: 


Aut your ſhovlders are nat ans 
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15 Shew me a large Farrangs ned L will; 
ew you! how / I ſhould fpend it. :Poor 
devil aa Tian; if. vm wanted. m hand fas, ©} ith 
j ten thouſands n ſheuld have it: ane 1 
« firſt wordt? Bale 1100 3. | Hl 
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had not been determined! invineibiy de- 
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ec Well, Vell, 2 cried aha ce — 1 
«fcc has diſturbed you,” we'll not fall'out 
«for the priful'ttifle of a ſkin of parch- 
«ment; ſo there at preſent ſays the buſi- 


© heſs; but remember it is always ready to 


g om whenever you pleaſe. I would'afk 


« you to take your gun, and walk with me 


ein the fields, but I ſee how it is with you, 


c ſowiadieu till we meet · you know where | 
mam SH} d 0 Ws 69 
f | +3217 * 
Having got rid of this troubleſome im- 
pudent feliow, I drew out the purſe Which 
contained! a my worldly wealth, that all 
was only two guineas and a/half.-Ihad'pour- 
ed the three ſolitary pieces on the table. I 
fat contemplating them with a'ſfortoof fran 
tic torture, they were the laſt of a hundred 
and fifty, tranſmitted to me fe weeks he- 
fore,” by my generous Papa. I cried out, 
wringing — Jam undone! I am 


ruined ! 
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ruined I Twill die, ratherithan\Tad: for a- 
nother fupply! Brin s 1 2omot gti Hoe 
on err 2oawba33 lu Fee 11 
An the. agitation eee 
perceive that I was' ſpeaking” in the pre- 
ſence of a Witheſs, till raiſing my hedd from 
my hand, and my! eyks from the ſpare re- 
mainsogf D affluence? Fſu wd Alexander ſtand- 
ing befdre me nee attitude. . 
0: flo boing> IIS ono w 110954 nö noges *? 
a Wiaddembufaredimb for ??!: Haag! 
in a tone ſo fierce, as might have made a 
ſiqprerhedrbaremblezo# aul hom Habe bu 
Acdaretleta / intrude on the n your 
cundfiergyt To began I onto vor nt 
2D30 id bayor 20% _ Au vgn blyae 
Af fall he, with] mingled >ſotrow;s 
meekhbſs;. and firmnaſb, * forgetting y 
« gary,>Ithave- ſtepped out of my rank to 
<©,fave my general, why U'ye ſee your ho- 
Hour, know: you may if you pleaſe, 
n bring me to a Court Martial, but that is 
s no matter I would be ſhot to ſave Four 8 
*:honpur;; by: day on:by-nigtit,-ih theificld; 308 
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* or qutfaf ;the:fleld, although! andeg he, 
ſhedding ſome tears, and looking vn #96: 
with reproachful tenderneſs, your ho- 
vneur ic no more dikes what your: Honour 
* was, than à cart-horſe is th be bompared 
ta thetger ; anf I maybe ſo hold as 
tes ſpegk my mind, I wish the greek; and: 
tha Minnand the apa, and \fthe'tgomns,: 
« and the! young gantlarnem that nge 
„upon your honour, were all carried off to- 
"gone im; th devi awn:;dineplacÞ// > 

 2bam 2786 : dgim es i Gt no 8 ni 
Alis kindneſa, this hopefly, -and:hisicnengy 
v the>deathidtrake 10 all that gg 
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1 in my nature. Jum off frf190h 
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would have caſt my arms round his _— 
and; foticked: His parilon for tha unfttling 
neglect with which Thad long treaadchim; 
4 but Without waiting: to reectve; ny conoti- 
| fiens; he ran out of the room i eld 
aſter him in vain to return my. iheart 
ſmote me for the ciuthindifferenceof wtich 
he appeared ſo ſenſihlb; it [alſo; mac{gave 
9 895 ä no morę: h 
3 9 . a falſe 


hand, from the beſpm. of which he pour 
ed ah copious ſtream of hoarded wealth; 


oned thay, prefigd his hald hand (between 


to his ſtrong box, on which 1 promiſed to 1 
draw for ſuch occaſional ſupplies, as may, 
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a Salle alarm he came back in leſa bam no 
timer Wich an. old. leather glove in his: 
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ſome: ſpun upon the table and reſted there,, 
others dropped down by his -fide, on: che 
floor as he knely t my feet embmging m 
knees, weeping, ſobbing, and, intreating 
that I would forgive his audacity, and 
make uſe. of, his ayings. 4 11 5 1h 100 
Hgu Oi; zionblod yem Dein 2 oerl 1 * 0 
bd, farcedbim.te riſen begged-his pan. 
ſor the pain my tanz have - 


boch of, nie, Wed to. xeftoge him ton 
unlimited chf N Ppſitivelyn 


tated yo mend π]ποπιn e a 
truction of his. 45 
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be neceſſüry before I ebuld aſk with Pro- 
priety for new ones from Sir Edward _ 
line.” Nothing but my having immediate. 
ly conſented ee meal of his 
whole ſtock of wealth in t6to, cdüld have 
given the honeſt creature greater Joy, chan 
the aſſuranee that I would five recourſecto 
5 ir amen needlful. faq B11 IN 439A 
91809 71 EDU sid d e et. 
«© ] ſee,” ſaid he that you! > hofAGhr* 

« have not denied my boldneſs through 
pech var genbröſity: would be Bduhd 
0. receive ff Hee laſhés gif flag 
,οne of the blood-ſucRing] gemlerben, 
«With wo y hefiotr 2 


e pany, Would Hate Sidi de, p 


<p othiy( money Ale ande fg gilt & call 


4 for ny eilt to i 1121 


eThere d fs TOY mbh pf b hy 
in this obfetparion) that I. Hughes ne- 
derately, deſiring him not to make. the 
perlen. Aich = od nt0f} aid 03 
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During the whole of the ſcene I have 
been repeating, Trimbuſh ſnored by the 
fire ſide. I am apt to believe he ſhammed 
ſleep, as I once did at Papa Owen's, that 
he might liſten to the converſation paſſing 
between us. I farther fancied that he very 
much approved the juft conceſſions I made 
to Alexander, and expected the ſame re- 
cantation on his own account: he firſt 
ſtretched, then raiſed, then ſhook himſelf, 


walked ſtately towards me, licked my 
hands, reared his paws up to my very 
throat, and in this: attitude pronounced 


my pardon for W. the offences of 
late nnn TH i bam zd 0 
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| ace of man, 22 
when he. feen his erori he kus nothing 0 
do but to mend it ; if ſome ſueh examples 
there are, I have only to ſay, I was not 
one of the number. I was not cured, I 
was only as well as could be expected ; my 
reconciliation with the dear companions of 
my early travels, inſtead of ſhutting up my 
heart to others, threw every avenue to it 


quite open; it was a turnpike road without 


a gate, $hcfd aſſes as well as horſes enter; 
unreſtrained by enquiries, neither Wiſdom 
CE” or. 


1 Axen TALE. 6p 


of ks aſſiſtant old ſquinting Suſpicion be- 


ing in the way to aſl queſtions; my for- 


mer fet of intimates were the firft to gal. 


len over the wiguarded waſte ; I refrained - 
from giving them money, becauſe I had 
nes money that I could call my own ; I 
would not be bound for them, becauſe 1 
had nu curioſiry to viſit the inſide of a pri- 
ſon; but to accommodate them a little in 


the old ſtile, I caſualh run up à tavern 


ſcore, paid for a few hats, a few wigs, a 
few waiſtcoats, a few'pair of 'thoes, and a 
few pair of boots, at the expence of a f 
guineas borrowed from the purſe of Alex. 
ander, who too happy that I would do him 

the honour to make the demand, was alſo 


too eee ee * be- bs | bj 


ſtowed them. 
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- Gallantry: was not numbered with my fol- 
lies. I either thought too much of Lady 
Charles Harley, or too little of all other 
women, to give myſelf the trouble of im- 

proving their good inclinations, though 

conſtantly aſſured. by the gownſmen, that 

I wanted nothing, only a little attention to 

their. charms, and a little indulgence for 
their caprices, to confirm me in the fa- 
vour of _ whole ſex. | 

: 1 8 here ——— gentle reader, 
whom I am ſtriving : to. pleaſe, with all 
poſſible avidity, that when T forced my 
friend to leave me independent of new 
favors, he departed with theſe remarkable 
words—/0 adicu till ve meet: * = _— 
in nr i n 


Now this u know where viſit happen- 
ed to be one of thoſe where a man of my 
turn is in greater danger of leaving his 
ſenſes, than his heart behind him. The 
fair receiver of almoſt univerſal homage, 


vital: was- 
\ >» #d > « . 
—- - a 
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was a young, handſome, rich, prating, 
coxcombical widow ; her affectation made- 
me ſick, her coquetry diſguſted me, and 
the eternal click, click, click, of a tongue 
that never ſtood- ſtill, ' occaſioned in my 

brain a ſort of torment like what I have 
heard formerly belonged to the inquiſition, 
where water drop by drop is adminiſtered 
through a hollow inſtrument, tilt the poor 
victim loſes all recollection, but of his 
own torture. There were alſo ſome la- 
dies handſome enough to be ſpoken of in 
any other aſſembly but in this, of very lit- 
tle ſignificance, as not a man preſent; my. 
ſelf excepted, had eyes or cars, but for the 
enchanting widow ;' even this ſingle accep- 
tation did not turn out to the advantage of 
her neglected female viſitors, who very in- 
nocently, dear creatures, amuſed themſelvts 
with a little chance game made up of winks, 
ſhrugs, and whiſpers, the materials for which 
were politely furniſned by the widow oe” 
their rational recreation. 4 879 
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Obſerving that T alone ſtood aloof, ir- 
penetrable w the blhndiſhments ſcattered 
about with noiſy profuſiom or the chaſter 
of fops ſurrounding her ſofa, ſhe berkoned 
me to approach, deſiring a young fiir-fac- 
ed, diſcontented looking inanimate ſors of 
a noble duke to ftind 2 little in the back 
ground; that Mr. Debves might come wich- 
in the reach of Her voice, having ſomething. 
to tel} him of the " laft 1 
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The fan-flower of nobility peared; a 
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„Do youk r- ne ning Fade 
r lately been paffing # few days very plea- 
« ſuntly in a certain neighbourhood, whete 
« ] frequently met with ſome of your beſt 
«of A pgenittenary that ſhatl be namelefs, as 
© made me die with irnpatience to commu- 
te nicate them. I think he wants a ſpur to 
* his vanity, and you may tell him from 
cc me, 
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A WELCH TALE. | 69 
< me, if the praiſes of a fine lady cannot 


< excite a degent exertion, I ſhall poſitively 


« have no hopes of his reformation.” 


te I am content to be your porter,“ faid 

I, © and to carry your meſſage, when you 

1 give me a clear one, to the fortunate man, 

C for whom you are ſo generoufly intereſt- 
48 of,” | 


No, ſtay where you are,” ſhe replied, 
« what.a dunce! there is not another male 


« animal in the creation, but . es- 
os derſtood me.“ 


J beg your pardon Madam, I was. 


.« © thinking ſo much of your charms that 
Jour ſenſe quite aſeapod * 3 
bay 1000”: 11 TC, N 


r 


4 T4 is pretty well 7 1 ar a 


beginning. we ſhall make ſomething ef 


Jau at laſt. Well, but Jean tell you a 


ice "nous, if you have not heard t , 


« before ; 
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before; your friends the Godolphins 
s have had a large addition to their for- 
ce tunes.” : 1 


— > It, 


Al am glad of it.“ 


« Pray are you as cool to friendſhip, as 
] am told you are to love, that you ſpeak 
of this event in a tone ſo little impaſ- * 
. © ſtoned? * 
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« Who is there preſuming enough to ſay 
**] am inſenſible either to love or friend- 
« ſhip?” I aſked, turning my fiery eyes 
upon half a dozen puppies at once, who 1 
knew had taken ſome liberties behind my 
back, which they would not ſupport face 
to face; nobody anſwered my homie quel- 
tion, I uttered it with aſperity, for to ſay 
the truth, I was in a horrid humour at the 
[converſation ſtarted, and of which there : 
- were ſo many witneſſes; it was not what ſhe ; 
had faid, but what ſhe might ſay, which | 
kept me in boiling water, as if every ſpec- F 
. tator 
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tator was endowed with penetration to look 
through my coat, waiſtcoat, my ribs, and 
my very heart, to ſee the little treaſure I 
| kept:there, by ſtealth. I would have drawn 


off from my uneaſy ſituation; it was im- 


practicable, ſhe held me to it in ſpite of my 
efforts to eſcape, as much to the evident dif- 


ſatisfaction of her many admirers, as to the 


confuſion of my own feelings. 


* Why are you ſo diſturbed, ſo mpati- 


ent to run away,” ſaid ſhe, © before I 
© have time to tell the thouſand compli - 


« ments I am fraught with, both from the 


Colonel, and Mrs. Godolphin ?” 


They arc very good to give themſelves 
* the trouble of aſking after me, but my 


dear Madam, I have ſuch a decided aver- 


« fion to making compliments, that I am 
* ſcarcely intitled to receive them.“ 


1 
JE a 


20 N Incorrigible creature!” retorted the 
gay widow, © your humility i is downright 


6 affectation; ; 
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5 affoftucian. but do you know I am quite 
in loye with Lady Charles Harley, ſhe too 
think, was a Godolphin, I wonder you 
* let her flip through your fingers; but then 
e indeed you was ſo young, beſides ſo grave, 
e fo ſententious. No, no, ſhe would not 
have done for you; when you get a wife, 
] foreſee ſhe muſt be taken from the race 

of Solomon's good women, "_ price 
11 above rubies.” 
Lu r you tet hit flip through your firt- 
gers—the blow was accidental, had it been 
ꝑremoditated it could not have made me 
feel more like a wreich, or loak more like 
a fool; however my fortitude bore up a- 
gainſt this attack, I was ſtill maſter of my 
ſenfes, and replied, © that in regard to the 
a moſt beautiful part of the animated crea- 
tion, as well as the muſt valuable gens 
« of nxtue's pruduction, in my opinion, 
«© no juſt eſtimation could be made, even 
from her quetation out af the Book of 
* Wiſdom _ for if the value of women 


cc and 
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«and gems roſe and fell together, the lat- 


« ter had fallen in price ſo low ſince the 
« days of Solomon, that I might find more 
c trouble than I ſhould like to take in hunt- 
« ing after a wife of his deſcription.” 


To this ſhe anſwered between jeſt and 
earneſt, 5* that I was quite ſcurrilous, bid- 
« ding me go and entertain the miſſes, who 


might probably like any ſort of conver= jw 
« ſation better than being totally neglect- = 10 at 


« ed.” I accepted my diſmiſſion, but did 
hot comply with the duty annexed to it; 
diſguſted by one woman, out of humour 
with all, J left her aſſembly, went to a 
tavern, with the wicked deſign of drown- 


ing the lovely image of Lady Charles Har- 


ley, in bumpers of claret: the immerſion 
was rapid, yet all would not do, her idea 
floated on my brain after it was turned top- 
ſy turvy, I carried it with me to my pil- | 
low, and all night long I dreamt of the 
divine — 


> 


Not. 8. E CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


he Wiſh. 


; 59 Wisi, ” ſaid I, as . the 

next morning was helping me on 
with a coat juſt brought home from the 
taylor, « I wiſh it was as eaſy to diveſt my 
e mind of old habits, as. it is to clothe my 
« r with new ones.“ 


E 3 his hand to the ſide 
of his head, and obſerved, © it was a 
* thouſand pities my honour, with a heart 
« ſo open, had not been trained to the army 
« inſtead of being put to learn outlandiſh 
= Janguages, with a parcel of hungry ſcho- 
« lars, 


p Wt wil 
(SLES 


| offence. | 
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« lars, who would as ſoon take a ap at 
« a man's Pocket, as look him in the 


cc face.“ 


I did not reliſh the obſervation, it ſa- 
voured too much of truth reſpeting m/ 
own prodigality, and too much of lo” £. 


tion to the humble origin, from whence. 12 
was now reduced to draw my reſources; 15 


therefore remarked pettiſhly enough, that * 


“ believed there were as many idle ſquan-- 


« derers amongſt the — as at the uni: 


* verſity.” 


He hoped he had given my honour no 


4 


„ 


« Not in the leaſt honeſt Alexander, but 


©I-I-lamalready vely much indebted to 
er you.“ 5 


Then I am ſure your honour is angry 
« with me, or elſe d'ye ſee you would not 
If] E. 1 beſiege 
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« beſiege my heart with worde chat are 
c harder than bullets.” 7] 


I looked in his face, his little ferret eyes 
trickled with'tears, and his blackberry lips 
quivered with agitation. I caught hold of 
his hand, nothing could be more intereſt- 


— + ing to ourſelves, than the moment of filence 
mcmtzhat cnſued; I was the firſt to break it, 


* worthy good creature,” I exclaimed, — 
J am ruined, but it is all my own 
* fault.” 2 HY 2 
e Bleſſings on my dear dear maſter for 
«this kindneſs, don't be caſt down your 
4 honour, ſpend freely, live merrily, and 
« do as you like, d'ye ſee, you have till 
twenty guineas in ſtore, and before they 
«have beat a march, or half of them are 
« drafted, freſh recruits will be coming in 
2 10 fifties and by hundreds.“ 


The laſt words ſtill dung e on his tongue, 
when my letters were brought 1 in; he wasa 
ſoldier, 


— 


7 
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adler, therefore an exact obſerver of eti- 
quette, of courſe he withdrew and left me 
alone. The firſt ſeal I broke expoſed to 
my view much paternal kindneſs, and a 
great deal of excellent advice from Sir Ed- 
ward Eveline; the ſecond contained all the 
delicate ardour of an affectionate mother, 
who counted the weeks and days that till 
divided us; the third, think whether it. 
was joy or ſorrow that overwhelmed me, 
at finding the third only the virgin inve=: 
lope. of a Bank Bill for Five Hundred 
Pounds. What a treaſure was here! what: 
a cry did I utter, how bleſs the hand which: 
had moved from my breaſt a mountain of 
obligations, that ſmothered my pride, and 
wounded my honour. I called for Ale. 
ander, he. inſtantly appeared, but did not 9 
receive the news of my good fortune with 
| thoſe expreſſions of ſurpriſe I ſuppoſed he 
would have done; immediately a thought 
occurred, and I charged him as he valued 
my friendſhip, or feared my diſpleaſure, to 
| tell me if he had ever, unknown to me, 
„ madly: 


— Tr * 5 
— — — 


2 — 
m 
* 


de ee 


"WK 
1 ©; f Yo 
2 
$1 : 


Dl vrs, 
made directly or indirectly any ſort of ap- 
plication on my behalf to Sir Edward or 
Lady Eveline for money to ſupply my ex- 
— ? 


nn n ſort of agony for his an- 
ſwer. Had he ſerved me the trick I ſuſpect- 
ed, however well intended, I ſhould have 
beheld it as treachery, I ſhould have con- 


ſidered myſelf expoſed, I ſhould have gone 


mad with vexation. I repeated my queſ- 


tion, there was no confuſion in his counte- 


nance, he ſeemed to ſmile at my impetuoſi- 
ty, and to be pumping for ſome ſolemn aſ- 
ſeveration, when out it came. May I,” 
faid he, © never be at the head of a regi- 


ment of angels in heaven, with my Nan 
«ſecond in command, if I have at any 


* time had the boldneſs to write concerning 
“ your honour's affairs, to their honours 


Sir Edward, or her Ladyſhip.” Nor 


* to any of their ſervants ?*”? I aſked. © No, 
© your honour, never in my life.“ Well 


"hen!" icried: I, chere is no accounting 


cc how 
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«how this bleſſed note came to my hands; 
« the firſt uſe I ſhall make of it, will be to 
free my mind from the incumbrance 
« of my own debts, as well as thoſe I have 
«fooliſhly promiſed to pay for others.” 


—— 


« Fooliſhly ! repeated Alexander: "FE 
love to hear your honour talk after that 
© manner, it is a ſure ſign that your ho- 
© nour is beginning to look about you, 
e d'ye ſee, and to reconnoitre the enemy 8 
2 ä 5 


© aflured' the faithful creature 1 ſhould 
intirely drop a claſs of acquaintance, from 
whom I had 'gained nothing but loſſes, 
and cultivate a new ſet with whom my 
purſe as well as my morals, would be in 
one ſecurity. | 


As I -promiſed, ſo I 8 my debts 
were eaſily arranged, except with Alexan- 
der, who ſtrove hard to keep himſelf my a 
crodivee, and would not take back the a- 

E 4 mount 5 


0 1 pk vxs, 


mount of his loan, on any other terms EM 
that of being accountable to me, as my 
ſteward, for all his worldly poſſeſſions, 


I fajd nothing of the change in my cir- 
cumſtances to any body, but having made 
myſelf maſter by purchaſe of the vouchers 
for which I ſtood engaged, I aſſembled 
together all thoſe to whom they more pro- 
perly belonged, and returning to every man 
his proportion of bills receipted, I thus ad- 
dreſſed them, Gentlemen, I am a young 
« man like yourſelves, dependent like your- 
« ſelves, on friends who require prudence 
* on our parts in recompence for liberality 
« on theirs, let us mutually endeavour to 
KC diſcharge the duty we owe them. I hope 
« you will agree with me, that thoſe who 
« have aſſociated together in a ſyſtem of 
« ſquandering, would form but an ill ap- 
te pointed ſociety in one of œcοõ my. I 
« ſhall therefore recommend that you 
« ſhould all follow the example I mean 


* to ſet you; let us henceforth ſeek for 
— companions 
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* companions amongſt wiſer men than our- 
&© ſelves, by whoſe conduct we may learn to 
© reform our own.” | 


My advice was as little reliſhed as I ex 

| pected it would be; one called me a me 

thodiſt teacher, another a comical dog, who 
ſhammed ſobriety, as a foil to my wicked- 
neſs; a third compared me td St. Paul, 

_ preaching at Athens, before a heatheniſh. 

congregation; and the raſcal to whom 1 

refuſed my bond, ſtrutting up to me as 
cloſe as he could ſtand, preſumed to give us 

a ſpecimen of his wit, by ſwearing I was a 

d honeſt fellow, that he well enough 

knew my humour, as I did his, jefting was 

all fair, or he ſhould have whiſpered me in 

a word of caution to ſoap my noſe. 252 


J coolly replied, however abrupt the 
« warning, it ſhould be kindly taken; at 
the ſame time laying hold of him by the 
two ſhoulders, I kicked him down ſeveral- 
ſteps, bidding him wait there until I ſhould! 
T7: have 
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have performed the operation he had re- 
commended. This audience of leave was 
comprehended in all its forms by the reſt 
of the diſappointed party, who under the 
pretence of different engagements, bid a 
haſty, but ſmiling adieu to their ſturdy 
dupe, and we never any more aſſociated 
together. 


Having got rid of thoſe devouring lo- 


cuſts, the bane of good order, the peſt of 


wiſe men, and the deſtruction of fools, I 
made my ſelection of companions from a- 


nother deſcription of ſtudents, whoſe de- 


cent manners and regularity of living, made 
them very well ſpoken of; beſides, they 
were moſt of them men of rank, and all 
men of faſhion. Notwithſtanding the ma- 
ny follies I had committed, none of them 


ſtuck by me to the prejudice of my repu- 


tation, ſo that it was always in my own 


Power to form what intimacies I pleaſed. 


Alexander was delighted with my new 
friends, becauſe they did 1 not borrow. my 


money, 
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money, and 'Trimbuſh fawned upon them, 
as much as to ſay, I thank you for keeping 
my maſter always in good humour. 


Seven ſcore bright guineas remained un- 
broken of the god- ſend, for which no man 
appeared to challenge my gratitude; it would 
have been enough, and more than enough, 
to have held out a ſiege againſt all my wants, 
until my next quarterly remittance came 
round, but though the drains on my purſe 
were dried up, the channels to my heart 
were left open; and it is truth even to a pro- 
verb, that riches maketh themſelves wings, 
yet nobody will diſpute they had better fly 
abroad in the ſervice of humanity, than 
ſtay at home waiting to ſerve the mammon 
of luxury, or even to hoard themſelves up 
on the bufineſs of accumulation. 


I never looked in the face of ſorrow with- 
out trying to dig for the root of it in the 
heart, where I ſuppoſed it muſt be planted. 
Several times had I fixed my eyes on a 

E 6 young 
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young man of good appearance, who a few 
days before was entered as a ſerviture in 
the ſame college with myſelf ; his counte- 
nance indicated more than a gloomy mind, 
his features bore the very ſignature of de- 
ſpair; as often as he ſaw me viewing him 
with attention, he haſtily turned from the 
ſcrutiny of my glances, and whenever we 
croſſed each other, he would as anxiouſly 


avoid permitting. me to accoſt him. I 


would fain ſpeak to him, ſaid I to myſelf, 
but dare not invade, the privilege of woe. 


It is the wretch's relief to paſs by unno- 


ticed, whilſt the favourites of fortune are 
bronzed by aſſurance to reſiſt ſhame and 
court admiration. 


I mentioned to Alexander my deſire of 
knowing who he was, whence he came, 
and what was the cauſe of his impenetrable 


melancholy; he promiſed to aſſiſt me in the 
_ reſearch, and at the end of three days he 


brought me the following intelligence. 


CHAP. 


A WELCH TALE, 


CHAP. IX. 


Natural Enough, 


"T BELIEVE your honor,” ſaid Alex- 
ander, * the young ſcholar had a mind "0 
to make away with himſelf.” 7 '-. 
„ Good God! why do you bees , 
* harboured ſuch horrible intentions?“ 


I can't chuſe but think it your honor, 
he would have gone to the bottom dye 
e ſee, before one could have cried Jack 
« Robinſon, if ſomebody had not jumped 
« into the water, and pulled him out upon N 
the bank, by the hair of his head.” 
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n My fleſh crept, and my blood ran cold, 
T aſked if he had made this dreadful attempt 
with his cloaths on? 


. 


2 8 a 
— — 
— 


— 


« No maſter, he was too cunning dy'e 
« ſee, to beat the drum upon a ſecret ex- 
« pedition. No, no, he ſtripped to the ſkin, 
« pretending to ſwim ; minding u hat your 
« honour had ſaid, I followed him from 
« place to place, but never could get at his 
* ſpeech ; at laſt finding he was gone to 
« walk at a certain place, I ran after him 
« hoping to have better luck, when nobody 
«ſaw us, but before I got up, he was 
= * ſpread upon the water; ſeveral other 
W *< ſwimmers ſtooddrefling on the green graſs, 
but took no more notice of what the 
*« poor little parſon was about, than a right 
« ſoldier would take of a trainband recruit; 
_ - a preſently the parſon- s head pops under 
due fee, and ftaid ſo long, that fearing 

| he would never riſe again ; he did not 
« want help to drag him out, but the worſt 
7 e I liked of him, was, that when he 
8 8 
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A WELCH TA IT. 87 
« came to his ſenſes, though the ſhivering 
« ſoul was as thankful as thankful could 
« be, contrary to the articles of war, he 
« would not confeſs ſelf-murder, but only 
« that he was taken with the cramp, and 


« that he ſhould have died a natural death, 


« if ſomebody had not FO in to ſave 


40 him. oy 


on That ſomebody, was it not fer 


tc honeſt Alexander : * 


« Tt was, your honor, ſo if I have been a 
te coward for not young men to * in 


te time of battle- 


Thou haſt been a hero,” cried I, inter- 


rupting him, © in riſking thy own life in 


« the preſervation of a fellow creature; this 


„one action covers a thouſand deſertions 


« from the ſtandard of valour, and will 
« henceforth enrol thy name on the fade 


_ * Jeſs liſt of honor.” 


I was 
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88 DELVES, 


I was more than ever axious to ſee the 

_ unfortunate youth, and ſent Alexander to 

deſire an interview, either at his chambers, 
or my own. He would probably have re- 
fuſed my requeſt, but it was made by his 
preſerver, and he obeyed the ſummons, 
leaning on the arm of Alexander, who 
cheared him ſtep by ſtep, as he tottered 
towards me pale, trembling, and er- 
ed beyond deſcription. 


Between us, we placed him on a chair; 
He was extremely faint, for many minutes 
his efforts to ſpeak were all abortive ; his 
only motion was that of lifting his hands and 
eyes to Heaven, now and then turning them 
on Alexander, with ineffable expreſſions of 
the tendereſt gratitude. 5 


1 3 one of my arms round his neck, 


£ | and drew his head to reſt on my ſhoulder, 
110 


|» S 
1589 [ yomedy ſucceeded, my patient recovered 


whilſt my aſſiſtant forced down his throat 
more than one glaſs of ſtrong Maderia ; the 


his 
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his_ſpeech, and the life-blood again revi- 
ſited the fallow viſage, from whence it had 
been chaſed by a hoſt of uſurpers. He 
ſtarted from his ſeat, his knees ſmote each 
other, and in a voice that made me ſhudder, 
he cried out, J will not be ſaved! A fa- 
« ther impriſoned ! A mother expiring } 
« A ſiſter diſhonoured | I will not be ſav- 
«ed!” and he threw himſelf on the — 
writhing with agony. 


If this was 8 acting, art e repreſented 
nature to greater advantage. Well no 
matter, this excellent actor afterwards ex- 
pelled himſelf from the Uni verſity, having 
firſt relieved his father from priſon, reani- 
mated the departing ſpirit of his mother, 
and ſpliced together the honour of his ſiſter, 
by giving her a good-natured huſband who 
knew how to make allowances for the frail- 
ty of human nature. This was the tale he 
rehearſed at my feet, on returning from 
Henly, where he pretended the deplorables 
had lived, and whither with a hundred - TY 


guineas 


6% „ e 


guineas in his pocket, I had ſent him to ac- 

commodate his domeſtic affairs. Some time 
after, when his character became ſuſpected, 
I diſpatched Alexander, to enquire at Hen- 
ly, for a family of the name of Colmer; but 
before he came back with the news, that no 
ſuch people were: known in that town, or 
its neighbourhood, the exquiſite performer 
had withdrawn behind the fcenes; that is 
to ſay, he had decamped, carrying with him 
in the true Iſrealite faſhion, all the goods 
he could borrow from his Egyptian neigh- 
bours. Ui Friar, 


| PA well as I can remember, this was the 
only act of folly, for which I was not re- 
ſpectfully reprehended by my faithful ſol- 
dier. Alexander had been the dupe of 
hypocriſy, equally with his maſter; he could 
therefore only lament the conſequences of 
the impoſition, without advancing any ac- 
cuſation, in whieh he muſt have become a 
party; having conſulted him before-hand, 
and 
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q ine day, as I went to viſit ſome of my 
new appointed friends, at a neighbouring 
College, two of them entitled to wear the 
gold taſſels, had agreed to go with me on a 
fiſhing expedition; in paſſing through the 
quadrangle, we met in our path a little man 


of a very particular deſcription, whoſe face 
I think it worth 


I had never ſeen before. 
while to give ſome idea of his figure, that 
the reader may be able to account for the 
extreme aftoniſhment I experienced, at ſee- 


ing my companions, who were not at all 
deficient in that ſort of knowledge which 
belonged to their on importance, accoſt- 
ing this diminutive ſtudent, with the becom 
ing humility of true apoftolick chriſtianity. 


This leaſt, but greateſt of his ſpecies, 
| bore an external appearance of nothing 


that ſhould recommend him to the notice, 


men leſs to the homage of Fortune's fa- 
vorites, 
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and been honored with his malen n | 
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 vorites, who. 3 ſonitheis:condefen- 

fions on prolific ſoils, from which abun- 

dant crops of benefits may be expected. He 

had nothing in his dreſs: but. plainneſs, 
amounting to ſingularity ; nothing in his ad- 

dreſs. but fimplicity ; nothing in his air but 

firmneſs, and nothing in his eyes but ſweet- 

neſs and candour; his linen indeed was white 

as ſnow, but he wore neither ſtock, or cra- 

vat, his hair was of the lighteſt brown, 

nicely. combed, but without either curl, or 

powder ; his waiſtcoat was opened for the 
admittance of as peircing. a wind as ever 

blew in the month of April, the knees of 

is breeches had neither tie, or buckle, and 

thoſe on his ſhoes, like Papa Owen's, were 

_ bigger than a ſixpence. 


This nl neaſonagy ſeemed 
much more inclined to avoid, than attract 
our obſervation, but my two friends ſtop- 
| ped to pay him a compliment, on his re- 
turn to College, which his natural polite- 
neſs. would not allow him to refuſe ; how- 
7 ever, 


. % + — 
— * 
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ever, I obſerved that whilſt he made his 
bows to them, his eyes were directed to me, 
not as if he had been merely examining my 
face, but rather as if determined to take a 
peep into my ſoul. 


Mr. H— ſaid one of thoſe young 
nobility-ſprigs, with whom I was all of a 
ſudden huſtled into a prodigious intimacy, 
«how comes it that every effort, every 
« advance we can make to the honor of 
te being numbered amongſt your friends, 
t are as conftantly rejected on your part?” 
« Indeed,” rejoined the other, © from our 
« rank and characters, we have ſeldom 
« theſe ſort of difficulties'to encounter.” 


The young man ſmiled, but ab ties, 2 
e it was a fine morning,” and would have 


One word before you take yourſelf 
| © of,” ſaid the moſt bluſtering of the two, 
colouring with * « by Gd you 
| 1 . * muſt 


DELVES, 


0 muſt account to us, and in the preſence 
* of this gentleman, for the continual diſ- 
«like you evince to mix with us, in that 
C ſociety to which we have but too often 
te condeſcended to invite you.” 


I acknowledge gentlemen,” returned 
the little ſcholar, © all that reſpect which 
can be due to your ſuperior ſtation; is it 
e enough, have I now your red to 

ec * 22 | 
It bn enough; you muſt not depart 
until as a man of honor, you account for 
« the rudeneſs, with which you treat us on 
« all occaſions.” This was ſaid by the cho- 
lerick young Lord. 


71 1 10 not bank hut man,” eplicd the 
ſtranger, * who can on all occaſions ac- 
“ count for his conduct,” 


0 « Neither vill fit hon contented with 


* this tame * apology. 
n = * 


ce ] never meant it as an apology.” | 


« Then aſk our pardon, or declare from 


« whence ſprings your neglect ; 1 had al- 


« moſt ſaid your impertinent neglect of the 
« honor we have done you.“ D 
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Myſterious Defence 
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HE caſt on them a look Ee > 


with more of celeſtial, than mortal 


condemnation; it was juſtice ſoftened by 


compaſſion. * I' have injured no man,“ 
ſaid he, * therefore no man has a right to 
my humiliation ; to that charge of re- 
 « fuſing the honour your condeſcenſion 
would have forced upon me, I plead 


« guilty; 
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96. DELVES, 

* guilty. ; perhaps I may have ſtrong rea- 
“ ſons for my unambitious retiring ; per- 
© haps theſe reaſons are only fitted to the 
«ear of privacy, and to the ear of one, 


* or both of wok am * to reveal 


 « them.“ 


As he ſpoke, I obſerved their coun- 
tenances, but ſaw nothing there which 
anger and mortification had not fabricated. 
I motioned to walk off at a diſtance, they 
made no attempt to detain me, only deſir- 
ed I would not go far, and they ſhould 
have the pleaſure of joining me imme- 
diately ; the ſtranger and I faluted each 
other very civilly, and I felt an unac- 
| CE n in his favor. 


ſtill with my arms folded, to wait for my 


oompanions, to reflect over the extreme 
oddity of the ſcene I had witneſſed, and I 


muſt confeſs with a great deal of curioſity 


to khow how it had ended ; they came unto 


. Bing; out of ſight * ns I ſtood . 


— 
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me in leſs time than I could have ſuppoſ- 
ed two ſentences might have paſſed be- 
tween the offended, and the offending par- 
ties; but what ſurpriſed me more than any 
thing elſe, was to find no traces of paſſion 
on their features, which on the contrary, 
ſcemed enveloped in paleneſs and terror. 


This alteration ſo ſtrange, ſo viſible, iſ 
ſed for nothing, their looks and words were 
entirely at variance; I ſaw them ready to 
ſink with confuſion, I ſaw them alſo gayet 
than I had ever ſeen them before, and when 
I aſked if they had brought the aggreſſor to 
a decent confeſſion, they ſaid * yes, he had 
* aſked their pardon, and given ſome do- 
« meſtic reaſons for his former behaviour 
te as —_ them t to wok ſatisfied,” 


* He has PTR more hide I PN" 55 
ſaid I careleſsly, © I did not think he would 
* have aſked your pardon at all; he ap- 
r peared to me like a ſturdy oak, that no 
hurricane of the paſſions could ſhake, no 
Vol. II. 1 « furious 
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fc On 1 him,” cried Lind; — 
ti we ſoon brought him on his marrow- 
* bones; when we had him to ourſelves.” 
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5 « Why yes 5 "obſerved L endet! iro- 
nically, « the operation muſt have been 
- « performed in a hurry ; it is a conſiderable 
* conqueſt to he obtained, in rather 'leſs 
than a brace of minutes, againſt an an- 
* tagoniſt ſeemingly ſo determined _ 
* ſtanding his own ground.“ 


: ACS” Aeon” 


E He 1 waited till your back was 
« turned,” faid the Honorable Mr. ——— | 
* to make the conceſſion we required; the 
* fellow has pride, and did not chuſe to * 
« expoſe himſelf before a ee. 
Ale ſeems a queer quiz,” aid I, willing c., 
to draw them on to talk more of this won- ,, 
Gerbil ile man, even againſt their incli- F , 
| nations, 
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nations, for I faw they were in haſte to drop 
the ſubject, by ſeveral ſymptoms, ſuch as 


drawing out their watches, &c. © He ſeems 


« a queer quiz,” ſaid I, of what country 


and of what College may he be? WY 


- He i: is a 86 replied the Honora- 


« Yet for all that he muſt belong to 
e ſome country, to ſome College, but per- 


- haps you do not know gentlemen, you 
« will allow me to expreſs my admiration 


« of your too great condeſcenfion to an 
8 object ſo mean, ſo contemptible, as this 


25 Poor little {imple ſcholar. 


One of them anſwered to my obfervation 


* that the fellow had raiſed himſelf a fame 
© at the Univerſity, which however unme- 
« rited made an acquaintance with him a - 


* fort of faſhionable rage, the contagion of 
* which infected all degrees.” The other 


W with a face as white as froſt, © that 
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meg « he thought the air too briſk for fiſhing, 


"4-6 and that the better way would be to put 
« « off our amuſement, until the weather 


« ſhould be more favourable; for my part 
I ſaw them both ſo much diſconcerted, that 


I was glad to get rid of them; they return- 


ed to College, and I purſued my walk. 


Directed merely by chance, the path 


ſtruck into, bordered on the Great Road 
leading to London, I was only divided from 
it by a thick hedge, a beautiful meadow 

having invited me to preſs with my feet 


the violets and primroſes, with which 


her boſom was ornamented. I went plod- 
ing along, thinking of a thouſand things at 
once ; my mind reſembled a ſtatuary's yard 
filled with images, none of them perfect. I 
reflected on my ſhattered finances, and 
could not tell what to make out of them; 
on the odd ſcene of which I had been a 
ſpectator; I did not know which moſt 
wanted mending, the little ſtudent, or the 

great men; I thought of Sir Edward, of 
-_ 8 Iady 


cry which iſſued from the turn of the road; 


ſmall peril of my neck would barely admit 
of an attempt to clear the very deep ditch 


ſeemed every moment to approach nearer; 
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Lady Eveline, they wanted no repairs ; 1 
thought of Mr. Darcy, of the Godolphins, 
of ſomebody elſe, and laſt of all I quarrelled 
with my perverſe ſtars, that would not let 
me forget that ſomebody elle. | 
Such was the undeſcribable coufüſſon of 
my reaſoning faculties on the inſtant when 
my ears were aſſaulted by a fhrill piercing 


r Ladd 


— 
n 


the voice was evidently that of a female, 
and a female in diſtreſs; though the days 
of chivalry are pretty well over, I had 
enough of the knight-errant in my conſti- 
tution, to run with all my ſtrength till I 
came to a part of the hedge, which at the 
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on the other ſide; I ſuppoſe the leap I 
took -muſt have been fix yards, it was a 
flying one; however, I paſſed over the 
tremendous gulph, with the ſpeed and fafe- 
ty of a bird, and followed the ſound which 
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I beheld at the turn of the road, a woman, 
a Sylph, or an Angel frantic ly running to- 
wards me, calling out for aſſiſtance; I be- 
held a coach overturned; 1 beheld a gen- 
tleman in a curricle, trying to govern two 
7 ungovernable horſes, who had evident! y 
taken fright at the fallen carriage; my 
ſpeed redoubled; the lady 8 ſpeed redou- 
bled, ſhe ſunk down at my feet, ſhe could 
not ſpeak, ſhe beckoned to the objects of 
her terror; I ruſhed by the too dear, too 
lovely phantom; it was the apparition of 
Tony Charles Harley. ns A. 
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I. wad: * . & 4 Aoi 
whom I had loved from infancy, whom 


I Qſtill loved; whom at this moment of en- 


counter, my heart informed me, I ever 


no, no; it was the Agnetta of Lord: Chafles 


ſhould love. It was that Agnetta from 


whoſe hand I received the precious garland, 
the defence of which drew on me the wrath 


of old Cicil, and eventually drove-me into 
baniſhmedr ; it was my own Agnetta. No, 


Harley; my ſoul ſpurned at guilt, I ran 


from: her with precipitance -I did more — 
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I faw it was her happy huſband, whoſe life 


was about to be ſacrificed to his want of 
kill, or want of ſtrength, in the manage- 


ment of his riotous horſes. I ſeized on 


their bridles, and backening them againſt 
the walls of a ruined cottage, ſtopped the 
madneſs of their career. 


Agnetta i in her fright had not diſcovered 
me, I wiſhed not to be known ; I therefore 
drew my hat over my eyes, and received 
the thanks and compliments of the whole 

rty, without venturing to lift them once 
rom the ground; the attendants had raiſed 
up the fallen carriage, which contained 


Colonel Godoiphin, his wife, Henrietta, 


and the lady I remembered to have ſeen at 
that cruel ceremony which parted n me for 
ever from the idol of my adoration. 


* 


7 Finding no N had been ſuſtained, 1 


felt impatient to be off, and caſting one 


parting, but imperceptible glance from the 


corner of my eye on the dear Agnetta, 


4 od A who 
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who had ran into the arms of her father, 1 
wiſhed them a good morning in a feigned 
voice, and in ſpite of their efforts to detain 

me ſoon. loſt fight of my friends, but not of 
my „ 347 13 RT 


| Where can \ they be going ?—lIt was 1 
firſt queſtion I aſked of myſelf, and it was 

anſwered with a ſigh that perhaps they were 
on a party to Oxford. That will never do, 
ſaid I, and walked on; in the preſent ſtrug- 
gle between honor and inclination, between 
prudence and paſſion, I would have riſked 

every thing to enſure the conqueſt of the 
two former. They will probably not take 
up longer than two days in viſiting the 

' Univerſity. I will ſpend theſe two e vs at 
Henly, I would not ſee her again for- I 
put my hand in my pocket—I had four 
guineas, it was enough. But how woukd | 
my abſence at College be accounted for? 
No matter, I muſt not go back—Alexan- 
der would be frightened out of his ſenſes, 
nor was it unlikely he would write to Sir al 
F 5 Bae | 4 
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from College, take care of yourſelf 2 
« Trimbuſh, you will fee me again in tWp | 
« or three days at fartheſt.” T 
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| Eduard to alarm him, and my gentle 


Mamma, with vague accounts of my ab- 
ſence. This conſequence muſt be avoided, 
fo. walking forward till I came to a little 
farm-houſe which furniſhed me with im- 
plements for writing, I took a labourer 


our of the field, and by bim diſpatched 
the en n to Alexander. 


ce 11 ke > to 1 a ow ramble 


5 


It would not have been amiſs, had 1 


ſent an apology ta my Tutor, at the ſame 
time that I conveyed this information to 
my ſervant; but it was a ceremony which 
never entered my head, until I read in the 
Fgravity of his countenance when F waited 
en him at my return, that J ought to have 


eonſidered ſuch a compliment not merely 


as a matter of form, but an indiſpenſible 
duty; however he was too much my 


— 


— 


„ friend 
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friend to be long or  violenily 2 angry 2. OF to 
let the College cenſure, to Which 55 
conduct I fal ae myſelf, tit der 
heavily on my tranſgreſſions. A ſhart, lec- 
ture, a ſhort impoſition, and ; Il was yell, 
my fault was forgotten. 


Afraid of treading too cloſely on the 
heels of the Godolphins, I came not t back to 
College until the fourth day of my depar- 
ture from it, nor did I enter it then, ſtaring 
in the broad face of Phebus, but ſc -ulk- 
ed to chambers, wrapped up, in the man- 
tle of darkneſs. y y firſt queſtion t to Alex- 
ander was, if any body had enquired, for me 
ſince I Teft Co, ? my ſecond, were there 
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* Yes,” he e there * been 
et ſome. old friends, that would have been 
« glad to have ſeen your honor, and I am 
« ſure your honor would have been as glad 
to have ſeen Colonel Godolphin, and the 
* detachment under his command, but vou 
1 6 | _ was 
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"0 have ſeen you of al things.” | 


— 
rr 1 4 
— * * WTR ** 
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d was on your march, as I told them to 


" freſh quarters ; ; they ſeemed as ſorry your 
cc * honor, a as a 9 after 0 defeat.” : 


* An bf what force did his detachment | 
Wo « conſiſt -—” 


3 Why your honor, of all the regimental 
” ladies.” 


Thou meaneſt the ladies of bis fa- 


* * mily 2 gt 


A * Cemainly your honor.“ 


Were they ao diſappointed, that T 
ce was not here to W them! * 


« Oh, very much wud your honor. 
„Lady Harley ſaid ſhe ſhould have liked 


Li 


« Pſhaw 1 Lady Charles Harley, you 
1 5 ould have called her.” I felt myſelf 


. | growing 


, — 2 * 
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grow ing peeviſh, but never having made 


Alexander the confidant of my ſecret, I 
checked the fit, and aſked him how long 
they ſtaid in Oxford, when they went au ay, 
and where they were going to? They had 
only ſtaid one night he faid, but he did 
not know by what route they ſhaped their 
march. Ithen repeated my queſtion, had any 
letters arrived in my abſence? he anſwered 
by putting one into my hand, the reading of 
which coſt me a great deal of confuſion, 
Theſe were the content 


LETTER. 


* My Dear Drawn 


« Not many days ago, I ſent you a bank 
„bill of five hundred pounds, I did not 


« intend you ſhould know from what quar- 
« ter it came; I preſerved this ſilence, to 


« fave you the trouble of making thoſe 


« acknowledgements of which I am con 


«* vinced your grateful heart would have 
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« been ſuſceptible; ; however 1 have changed 
« my plan, to give yott a ſtill greater proof 


% » # 


gf my friendſhip, by putting it in your 


power to make me your creditor for 
three hundred pounds of my late gift, let 
1 me receive it by att early poſt ; the oc 
« caſſon 1 have for i ir, IS x Pteiling, 4 and the 
Ko „long bebe a young man ; of your pru- 
0 detice can lrave diſpoſed of the other two 
ce Fundted; a Wei —.— banker i is hard 


ec termined to n a with all the 
« caſh they can muſter ; it is to the fortu- 
« nate circumſtance of my being numbered 
« with the latter, to which you are indebt- 
« ed for the gratification of beſtowing, 


„Which at all times has been allowed 
1 greater luxury than receiving benefits; 
aand I feel a preſentiment that the pq ver 
with which I inveſt you of obliging me 

4 by ſerving my friend, will be dearer to 
.« you than any pecuniary favor you have 
6 ever are experienced from the love and 


1 indulgence 
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1 Pi,” 
reader, if thy heart was ever mov- 
ed for the diſtreſs of an imprudent, 
penitent ſquanderer, who has a better right 
to thy pity, than the hero of theſe ſheets? 
Had my purſe been heavy, my conſcience 
might have been light, but at this moment 
of time when I would' have purchaſed three 
hundred pounds at any price below that of 
perdition, my whole poſſeſſions amounted 
ts no more than Twenty-five Guineas, Ten 
Shillings, and Sixpence. I was ſtanding 
l on 
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.on the {andy brink of a precipice, ho kind 
hand appeared, turn my head which way I 
would, to give me a pull backwards, and 
in falling from the favour of a father who 
had never acknowledged me for his ſon, ex- 
cept by his actions, was ſuch a tremendous 
ſhock as muſt inevitably cruſh me to atoms. 
I ſaw my danger, but no means to prevent 
or even protract it, my head grew giddy, 
the letter fell from my hand, my cheeks 
fluſhed with ſhame, and my eyes filled with 
tears, It is all over with me,” I ex- 
claimed, ſtamping up and down the room 
in one of my uſual fits of violence, © it is 
«all over with me,” and ſtumbling over 
: Tha 1. | meaſured my — on the 
floor. 


— 


— * 


2 


r 


> 


— I WO > 
K S Tang 

x 8 > 
I "= — n 


Try 
N 
428 
1 
At 
4 
ts 
KH, 
PIE. of 
* 
1 
N 
r 
= 
. 
"y 
+ 
e 
u 
N 4 * 
e 
„ 
1 
Tir 
L 
7 
b Bal 
„ 
1 
1 
7 * 
+ 993 
EE 
* 5 
- 2 
T 
£38 
F > 
* . 
il 
14 ne 
4: 3H 
1 
. 
1 4 
. . 
. 
4 45 
1 
_— 
iT, * 
e 
pq 
1 
"6 $4 
, 
1 
. 3 
1 
1 
we 
« 3% 
4 10 
+20 
. 
1 
. 


[ 4 
47 
4 
4 
1 - 
o 
_ 
. F 
. 
x * 
8 
4 
+ LY 
= 
_ 
. 
Te. 
. 
1 
. uns 
it 1 
1 
. 
1, = 
, K bY 
„ 
7 1 i 
1 UN 
4 1 
ö bs 0 bs | 
i af : 
as: . 
I 1 
! 
40 * 
1 } 
i 4 
5 1 
1 : | 
4.» 7 4 
4; 
1 5 
1 
1 Ti 
qv . 1 
11 $ 
1 
1 
. 
1 
. * 
8 , 
1 * V. 
ul It 
e 
1 
— 
* 7M 
* = 
£7 44% 
: 
3 
"% - 
8; _ 
1 « #4 
4 
4 i 
* >. 
' t 
.< et | 
5 # 
WET: 


Ihe noiſe of my fall brought back Alex- 
ander, who according to cuſtom was gone 

- outſide the door whilſt I was reading what 
had reduced me almoſt to a ſtate of madneſs. 
Lovers may ſay what they will, I have been 

2 lover, a deſpairing lover, but the agonies 

imputed 
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imputed to Cupid, are caſe to thoſe 3 
ed by Conſcience. 


2 I yr 


2 TE 


I was on my feet before Alexander could 
enter, I was on the point to tell him what 
had befallen me, already I had fixed my 
hands on his two ſhoulders, I had fixed my 
ſtaring eyes on his ſallow countenance, with 
ſuch fiery glances as turned his paleneſs to 
the colour of aurora; I had done every 
thing but articulate to convince him of the 
terrible dilemma, into which my extrava- 
gance had plunged me, when a gentle 

knock at the door of my anti-room broke 
off the intended explanation. Good God 
at ſuch a moment as this, to be intruded 
on! any of my new ſet of acquaintance 
would have been odious, I ſhould have 
curſed their civility, but had one of my 
old ones, to whom I owed the force of my 
preſent calamity have dared to ſtand before 
-me, I ſhould. not have been able to anfwer 
for the effects of my own raſhneſs. 
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Alexander ſeemed glad to eſcape from 
my hard graſp, and haſtily ran to perform 
his office of porter. It was my worthy tu- 
tor whom he admitted. I was forced to 
rally my ſcattered ſpirits, and to give him 


the beſt reception that I could, and to de- 


fend myſelf in the beſt manner I was able, 
for my indecorous ſtraying from college, but 


| having already ſaid how gentle a penance 


was inflicted for this miſdemeanor, none 
will be cruel enough to defire I ſhould 
dwell on a ſubject ſo little redounding to 
my credit, or if he expects ſuch a facrifice, 


n will find himſelf abe 


17 have a few friends wha dine with me 


n tomorrow,” ſaid my wiſe and.affable tu- 
tor, as he wiſhed me a good night, © will 


* you join our party ?*” It was impoſſible 


to refuſe a requeſt, which I conſidered as a 
command, and I ſaw him depart, without 


ſeeming: to have . penetrated through the 
Cloak of confuſion. that: enveloped my 
ſenſes | 


| 1 5 ſtandard of courage, in the ſervice of hu- 
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ſenſes during the W time his viſit 
laſted. 
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The moment I. was alone, calling for 
Alexander, I related to him with incohe- 
rence. amounting to inſanity, the dreadful 
condition I was plunged into by Sir Ed- 
ward's demand of 'Three Hundred Pounds 
by way of loan, out of his laſt liberal ſup- 
ply, . vehemently exclaiming, I would die 
e a thouſand deaths rather than give him 
« cauſe to ſuſpect me of ingratitude ; I dare 
« not expoſe my extravagance, on every 
« fide deſtruction ſtares me in the face.” Zo 
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Alexander Fs to one me . 2 
number of military phraſes, that fo far 
from aſſwaging my anguiſh, added the 
fuel of impatience to the flaming paſ- 
ſions of ſelf-accuſation, I bid him be ſi- 
Fa or ſay eee to the purpoſe. 


Although he bode once defied Gs 8 


manity, 


116 px vxs, 
manity, Alexander was a faithful ſoldier. I 
believe he thought I meant to do myſelf a 
- perſonal miſchief, for in the agony of my 
mind, F had ſtruck my forehead with no 
ſmall force. He fell at my feet, affured 
me if I would be compoſed and give him 
a ſhort furlough, he was pretty certain he 
ſhould be able to bring me back the money 
1 en 


The Infprobability of this propoſition 
made me ſmile, but it was neither the 
child of hope or the offspring of joy, it was 
a ſenſation of deſpair, that expired in the 
moment of its birth, and 1 demanded what. 
M would be his 2 or proceeding. 


« Why you muſt | Bhd your Honour,” 
ſaid he, ftarting on his legs, and ſanding 
as erect as a ſpike, © whilſt you was at 25 
« ton; I happened to do a kindneſs to one 
« of your money-lending gentlemen in 
| « London; who though called a Jew, told 

* me in a chriſtian-like manner, that if I 
i (c wanted ; 
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ce wanted at any time, though it ſhould be | 
« Five Hundred Pounds, I might come to 
« him, and he would let me have it.”” 


I enquired what great ſervice he had ren- 
dered this Jew, which could have made 
him ſo liberal of his profeſſions ; he ſaid he 
had the good fortune to ſave one of his 
children from being run over by a carne 
in the ſtreet. 


« Did he give you nothing at the time 
« when the accident had like to have hap- 
2 PIs F; r-? Laiked. © 


© No your honour, but he pile! 
« faithfully, and if you will let me go af- 
te ter the money, I will be bound to bring 
« it to you.“ | 

I gave my conſent, he immediately ſet 
out on the ſtrength of 75 nevertheleſs ſo little 
hope did I build on the experiment, that 
| ſometimes up, ſometimes in bed, the night 


I paſſed 


— nu 


1 paſſed was one of the moſt turbulent 
fe ort I ever remember to. have ex peri- 


enced. 


At ſix o'clock in the morning I left my 
uneaſy pillow, which appeared to be ſtuffed 
with thorns; diſordered both in body and 
mind, I ran out upon the downs, where I 
walked to and fro, a deck's length with the 
phrenzical haſte of a diſturbed imagination, 
full of undigeſted expedients how to avoid 
the misfortue that threatened me, without 
'one grain of probability being mixed in 
their compoſition. The ſucceſs of Alexan- 
der with his Jew friend, afforded me juſt 
as much relief as a man may be ſuppoſed | 
to find on being told whilſt under the fhi- 

vering fit of an ague, how warm and com- 
fortably the ſun is ſhining; but had his plan 
of getting money been built on a better 
foundation, my tortures would have felt no 
great matter of abatement. I well knew 
the punctuality of Sir Edward, and that 


wy omiſſion of a fingle poſt would as ef- 
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ſectually diſpleaſe him, as if I ſhould ne- 
ver have it in my power to * with 
his requiſition. 


During the paroxyſin of my fevered res... 
flections on the melancholy condition of | 
my circumſtances, occupied by one idea, 
and occupying one ſpot, I was obſerved at : 
a diſtance by the little ſtudent who had 
intereſted my curioſity and confounded my 
two honourable companions on the morn- 
ing I made my ſudden retreat from the in- 
fatuating charms of forbidden beauty. We 
ſtood ſtaring at each other; Ilike a fury, 
my cap lying on the ground, where I had 
toſſed it in a frolick of paſſion, and my 
hair ſtanding erect; he ſhedding the mild 
rays of compaſſion from eyes beam- 
ing with more than mortal philanthro- 
py.—He advances towards me, I ſtand ſtill, 
undetermined whether to approach, or re- 
treat, whether to aſk his friendſhip, or 
| quarrel with him for his intruſion ; before 
2 5 felt decided on the queſtion, he had 

W 


120 bern 
ſtooped to pick up my cap, which he pre- 
fented to me in ſilence, yet with a certain 
expreſſion of countenance, as if he had 
faid, I pity you for your misfortunes, but 
I condemn the little fortitude with which 
you are capable of ſuſtaining them. I 

_ thanked him for his civility, he wiſhed me 
a good morning, and paſſed on. More 
| awakened to a ſenſe of my unmanly weak- 
neſs, by a fingle look from him, than I 
ſhould have been by an hour's lecture from 
the lips of any other man, I went back to 
reſolved to wait the return of Alex- 

ander, with greater compoſure, or at leaſt 
Vith a greater appearance of it, 
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CHAP. XIII. 


OTHING could ſo much militate a- 
gainſt the ſteadineſs of my laſt re- 
ſolve, as any longer to keep company with 
my own thoughts, I therefore called in the 
aid of my hair dreſſer, who as he was mak- | 
ing me ready for the dinner party, enter- 
news, and all the ſcandal of the day. 1 
tried to intereſt myſelf in the various anec- 
dotes ſuccinctly related by this knight of the 
powder-puff, but the; attempt was vain, I 
grey tired of his nonſenſe, and aſked if he 
knew Mr. I of P College? 
Ver. I. G „ 
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declamation, which he. immediately ſet a- 


Gy 


knew the value of his acquiſition. 


whom I enquired, was as well known at 
the univerſity, as the ſtatutes themſelves, 
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informed than he could poſſibly be of his 
| erp leaping. 


cc „No, T had never FRO of kim, and had 
2 « only ſeen W twice by OE” $02 


1 Wes but ſeldom to Oxford, we have not 


4 E 3 « cauſe being a great magician his 411 85 
1 ag much 9g e after,” 
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- « x magician, ag cried I, indy, 


By this queſtion J gave him 3 patent for 


bout uſing, with an avidity that ſhewed he 


He aſſured me, the gentleman about 


and he ſuppoſed J muſt be much better | 


It is lkeiy ede 7” he replied, [2 he | 


= ſeen him here, only ſince the laſt week, 
or ſeveral months, and no wonder that 
WW = he ſhould not ſtay long in one place, be- 
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+ 255 „ Ves, indeed Sir, I tell you. nothing : 
« but the” truth, I dreſs a great number 
« of gentlemen, who ſay he muſt deal in 


e the black art, becauſe he can tell not 


« only what they do, but what they think; 


« you muſt know fir, it was no more 
« than five days ago when, as I was n 
«Lord , the Honourable Mr. — 


came in; they ſent me a little on one ſide 
«whilſt they were ſpeaking together, but I 
am particularly quick of hearing, ſo I liſ- 


« tened to what: Cans king. bn, | 


Then parods ditional by the FEWER be- 
ing thoſe of the two ſtudents who had 
accoſted Mr. H in my preſence, 1 
gave him no interruption, but encourag- 
ed him to proceed by fixing my eyes on | 
his face, withythat ſort of expreſſion, which 
ſignified how much I was delighted With 
his communications. Well,” ſaid I, . ſo br 
© you overheard what they aid, and Mr. 
Home Lange was the . ei 
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124 8 brrvrs, c 
e Yes fir; >; 7 1 ec 1 declared 


3 he muſt be the devil or a conjuror, they 
4 curſed him very heartily, and called them- 


* ſelves bloc kheads, for trying to engage 
* his notice, or to make him explain why 
« heavoided their advances; then they whiſ- 
e pered ſo very ſoftly that I could only find 
«out, all their anger was owing to ſome 
e ſecret concerning themſelves, which Mr. 
by his great learning had diſco- 
e vered, and my lord ſaid, none but the 
devil could have told him; ſo ſir, you 


ſee,“ ſaid the fellow, * have pretty 
good authority for calling the gentleman 


a magician ; beſides fir, if I had not fi- 
* niſhed your hair, I could tell you a great 
many other wonderful ſtories whi my 
«© cuſtonſers of the firſt rank, have either 


told me themſelves, or ou WT + me 


48 16 bee another” * SSI OR” eiii 


— 4 * n Job N 5 


IIe 


N fem Preset circumſtanets; lf 


dreſſer's intelligence made ſomè impreſſion 
on me, and I went | an hour earlier than 


- - x ; 
2 7 8 ; there 
SD N * * : 
a 5 2 
f a F ; 


more fully gratify my curioſity, and teach 
me what opinion I ought to form of a cha- 


racter that ſeemed: to abound with ſingula» 


rity; the good man was flattered-by my 
early viſit, and when J ſignified the real 


motive for preceding his _ anova. 
; friends, this was his anſwer. act! 1 


1 4. Als! 


20 I deſire nothing i in the world, ſo much 


«as is to ſee you united in bonds of the cloſ-- 


« eft amity with Mr. H., of B-— 


« College, and it is to bring you together, | 


ce that I have ne u to dine with 
« "P65 1 . K 31 Y * pars oh, TJ. 33 : 
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dens was occaſion for, t my tutor's 
chambers, with the hope that he would 
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bi 1 * roof, than 1 mould feel in entenaining 

1 *the whole bench of OY Tre. 

. 1. een pp Laid L . ha "EM 
4 ar have ſeen and heard of Mr. H 
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* What " OPEN] and what: hive 
« you heard?“ aſked my tutor, whoſe name 
was Stanmore. 
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1 DO . 


AA very ele man,“ x arfwcrel "ry 
f ws, and age ma. 8 
202 1. | 
me] FO ck id he, for dere 
« are ſtrange ridiculous ſtories in circula- 
1 tion, and every deſcription of men conſi- 
der this extraordinary character, in a Very 
70 different light; by pretenders to ſcience 
0 jt is envied, of courſe calumniated; by 
_« fools it is miſread and miſrepreſented ; it 
. is indeed hard to underſtand, but when 
s underſtood it is impoſſible not to be daz 


« * with its effulgent brightneſs.” 
82 1 dare 
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1 dare not flatter, myſelf,” cried 1, 
« that I ſhall ever be received into his 
« friendſhip, 1 have ſo many. e ſo 


« te N 


1.34 The 1 of 4 opinian i be 
your beſt recommendation,” he replied, 
« but before he gives you his confidence, 
he will take ne, of YOu counte- 
* nance.” | | os 
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eto be your companions, on the morning ⁵ü 


« when you firſt ſaw each. other; they bear 


good characters at college, hut 1 — | 
i looks * than the ſurface.” 5 
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chen veedted to him my own! inblerva- 
tions on their efforts to attract his notice, 
and the 16 2H took to parry them. 
Gent in 
28 Perhaps, ſaid my tutor, there are few 
ec young men whoſe pretenſions to bittWare 
moderate as his own but: would graſp 
at the homage that is daily offered to his 
-<yonderfal talents; tlie reaſon why he ne- 
« ver will be any reſpecter of perſons: is, 
< that. he does not find his home in this 
c world but walks quietly through it, ex- 
4 aminingithe merits, rather than the bril- 
3 « ant accommodations of his fellow tra- 
1 % yellers; a. Prince has no greater advantage 
ich him than'a beggar, he will examine 
26e the face of i one with as much penetration, | 
as much limpattiality;-ascthe-other, and 
«here he beftows Pot LA there 
his eee PE 
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=; No, he is an original, 57 replied Mr. 
| Fanmor, 2 40 of Which we muſt. never ex- 
e ꝑect to behold a copy Lavater read the ö 
human heart. ſyſtematically, he. reads it. ; 
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0 11 1275 ſir, you may not 1 me - of all ! 
«my caſe,” ” faid I, « juſt as Iam about | to 
ce « appgar in the preſence of. this diviner, ' © 
« am fo conſcious of my own folly that the 
« « pleaſure you. propoſe for me may eventu- 
cc ally turn tomy mortification, ſhould I ex- - 
«<cire his contempt, inſtead of his approba-. 


tion.“ E 
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Fear nothing on x that e he repli-⸗ 
ed, « he has. ſpoken. of you, he wiſhes to 
« be numbered with your friends, it is at 

his own requeſt I bring you together, and 
. © you cannot be too vain of a compliment 
perhaps the. firſt of the ſort he has, ever. | 


” = Pa to any man living. 5 
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Good God! thought 1, what pretty 

7 © olledtion of errors, what a meſs of confu- 
fion will this ſcholar find if he ſhould real- 
1 be able to read the contents of my mind 

in its preſent ſituation, and again F almoſt 
wiſhed myſelf at my old trade of hen whip- 

: ping, rather than undergo the lelutiny of 
his examination, —ſhall F run for it, —fhall 
I plead ſudden indiſpofition as an excuſe 
for breaking my engagement, i. that 
uould have been cowardice in the extreme; 
and 1 had juſt made up my mind to ſtay 
Where I was, when ſome of the expected 
company arrived, one of which was the re- 
8 bie head of 9 „ 
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41 Fave been, fad this 87 
: « walking more than an hour with H— 
"re and the more I know of him the Wee 
1 N +” «he ſurpriſes me. Nature has conſtructed 
E him for the greateſt attainments.“ | 
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OMETHING, bug.» w 


— 


have added, muſt remain in doubt, for 
22 arance of the little man himſelf, 


ut the reſt of his ſpeech to flight; I was 


$26 EIVT 4 2108 


penny 2 him in form, and he gave me 
his hand with humi 7, ſo unaſſuming, with | 
a ſmile, ſo.gracious as, is diſfipatcd the blood 
which had ;flown, to y c cheeks, and by 
reſtoring my compoſure, fitted me for the 
enjoy ment af ſociet r. 
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41 confidered. myſelf. of this ſociety A 


filent member, deyoting my who 
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—_— * 2DEINESp fy 
tion to the es of others, and had 
wiſdom enough of my own to diſcover that 
the genius of my new acquaintance, was 
manly, vigorous, and of moſt aſtoniſhing 
powers, untinctured by the pride of fupe- 
riority, or the inſolence of triumph ; he was 
not forward to ſpeak, yet when he did 
ſpeak, there could be but one wiſh amongſt 
his hearers, it was: Wirte w. Would never ceaſe 
to ſpeak. 


Mr. Stanmore Becht 166iked towards 
me; with an air of exultation, but he al- 
ways found me with my eyes ſo intently 
fixed on the magnet of general admiration, 
that T had no leiſure to ſend him one grate- 
11 glance in return for the great delight | 
| and inſtruction he had prepared. for me; A 
felt diſſatisfied, when any of the company 
took a lead in the converſation; until I per- 
ceived that their only intention was to be- 
tray Mr. H into new ſubjects that 
be might with the greater advantage diſ- 
8 play n almoſt ſupernatural knowledge. 
w_—_ „55 Ide 


* 


The topicks on which Is was drawn out to 
* enlarge the moſt were metaphyſics, divi- - 
_ nity, morality, chymiſtry, and medicine, on 
every one of which, he ſpoke more like a 
man inſpired, than a mere ſcholar; Efelt 
myſelf wiſer and better for every ſentence 
He uttered, and from that dayrentertained a 
love for his perſon, a reverence for his 
opinions, and an admiration for his virtues, 
extremely profitable to my own future 
conduct; as long as he lived he was the 
oracle by which I ſhaped; my actions: and 
now that his enlightened ſoul is returned to 
the world of ſpirits, 1 raiſe in my heart to 
his memory a monument of gratitude, which 
death itſelf will be only able to deface. ; 
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I. . the party N —— too 
a I preſſed the hand of my tutor on : 
taking leave, and thanked him for the treat 
he had given me, in a manner that muſt 
convince him how much I was. ſatisfied 

with 


BY "PIE — 
- 3 Re 
— 5 _— . = 24 
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with his choice 4. u lend. I woult 
Femot, ſaid I, “have loſt the advantage 
. e ue beg me, for a thouſand 
19 pounds. I ſpoke as I felt, without re- 
1 chen D neceſſities; Sir Edward's 
demand, my inability to anſwer it, the for- 
lorn hope undertaken by Alexander, all my 
late troubles had lulled themſelves eng 
on 1 the boſom of attention... 
TH 70 Nr i 510 017 VIS ert: 7 $565 
"The pirtiaicy 1 at for my new 
Friend appeared to be mutual on his part, 
and being about to ſeparate, I propoſed we 
ſhould ſpend an hour together in my cham- 

bers; he readily aſſented, but ſome how or 
other, the hour was lengthened eight times 
beyond its ordinary limits, and yet ſo far 
vas I from perceiving its growth, that it 
would have eſcaped my obſervation, if, as 
he aroſe to go away, 1 had not upbraided 
him with leaving me too ſoon; my com- 
| Plaint drew him to a window, when open- 
| ing one of the ſhutters, I 4 vin . | 
ment the dawn of morning. : 
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It | 
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It © may be a queſtian of curioſity, to ax 
"= could induce two young men to ſit a 
| whole night, poring over one ſingle pint 
of Madeira, rather than paſs it in bed, or at 

a tavern? I ſhafl anſwer to this queſtion, 
that in the eight hours we paſſed together, 
a volume of knowledge was qpened to my 
inſpection, from which I extracted more 
ſpiritual and temporal v iſdom, than I had 
ever been abte to attain from men or books, 
in _ whole courſe of 80 ſtudies. 
He inſ ks me with a. 1 
entirely conquered my natural reſerve ; I 
even ſpoke to him of Agnetta, of that af- 
fection which I had unconſciouſſy imbibed 
for her ſince our earlieſt infancy, of her be- 
ing the wife of Lord Charles Harley, and of 
the ſtruggles i it had coſt me, to preſerve my 

- own honour, by running away from temp- 
tation, adding with vehemence, that whilſt 

I had my ſenſes, F would fly to the extre- 
mity of the globe, rather than meet the ob- 

_ © ject of a rooted paſſion, which could never 
. | | now 
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now'be gratified, bur at _ expence of i in- - 
nocence. q ttt 891 mY 59 5 11655 INT 
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# 30 0 1992 


cc « Very ell! gad 1 1 theſe are . 


2 k 


. ſentiments I expected from you; there is 


< ſome merit in being an honeſt man . 


cc. if Ibhad thought you. a knave, { 11 ſhould : 4 
W A acm intanee. * 
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2A wiſh 1 tell me, A . 


«© what it was you ſaid to my two compa- 
« nions, the firſt time I had the g for- : 


* tune to meet S 


He finiled;' Wait is no matter whit. I 
«ſaid to them, the conſequence of our 


% ſhort: converſation, will produce me this 

good, I ſhall be no more troubled with 

e their ſolicitations. I ſaw him diſinclined 
o purſue the ſubject, and the wonders of 
knowledge he had already diſplayed in the 

| early part of the evening, mingled my ad- 

. miration of his ſublime genius, with a re- 

- verence 40 profound, that. I dueſt not im- 

lt * 


— 


portune iow, for one word more than he 
choſe to utter. Again the courſe of our 


converſation was turned back into the 


channel, from which my curioſity had di- 
verted it; he told me I had nothing to re- 


gret on the ſcore of Lady Charles Harley 


not being my wife, that we were never in- 
tended for each other, and that the love 1 


expreſſed for her, vip: a ſhadow ing 8 


by fancy. 


. 3115 


1 would TER min 58 to ther con- © 


trary; by-a thouſand. proofs of its ſolidity, 
but he ſtopped me, ſaying it was time we 
ſhould ſeparate. 


was broad day-light, and no ſooner was he 
gone, than retiring to bed, I fell into a 
tuin of refloctions, which, produced: the 


keeneſt ſenſations, both of pleaſure and 
pain; theſe were alike. enemies to repoſe, 


* that I aroſe in che morning ſleepleſs and 
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I would have detained- 


him longer, the hours I had paſſed in his 
ſociety appeared but as moments; he con- 
vinced me of my error by ſhewing me it 


. 
== I > Ce a4 n 
wx 


— _ 
——— 


ä 


5 | unrefreſhed ;, * 


— 
+ __— 


: Py * 
e EE) TY X57 1 
ELSE 
* — 6 
— PRC RAT. — VIDS 
** Sn 


— r — 
S be 


i 2 4 
LET < n . 
— — * _ — 


CT 


= Ws I. — 2 . 
7 F c . 5 * —— — A — — = 
3 8 . mots Dig ere - —— Yﬀ HM ——— ˖—— : 
- MN eo. — — — . ˙ MV E. i ie oe 9 e => n : — - * => SR — — — 1 0 » eee N | 
P 7 e r pe — 28 S- Sg * 2 8 — 8 4 * a . SE, 4 * „ r m 883 £ =" | 8 He * 233 22 — wk n * _ *, 
—— i — * i b - — — bit. — — = 2 2 DE 4 a 2 —— 2 * — — I» be 4 : 2 —2 — — — 2 — * * : * 0 * 2 —2 : - * * 2 eas . 
| ä 5 — n — =——_ r... — oramars = | 
' = i = \ — — : . — a __ 


FREE 3 
— 
- Wines 


NETS 


> o* 2 
— » 89 * . 
n 


i 


88 eee, 


unrefreſhed; as I do not know how to deſ. 
 cribe the ſenſations of my mind, during the 
thirty-fix hours ſince the departure of Alex- 
ander, I ſhall make no attempt of the ſort, 
but paſs on to that of the day, when he 
bad told me, I might expect his return to 
College, but as he did not appear, I pro- 
| ceeded to the chambers of my all- ſufficient 
adviſer, and after telling him the diſap- 
-Pointment, occaſioned by the delay of my 
ſervant, which would prevent me from writ- 
ing to Sir Edward by that day's poſt, I aſk-' 
ed him to give me counſel, "what 1 ſhould 
5 in this n nne | 
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« Why as you want any other el 
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1 FO You! ein Allies of having di 


Pferd your" benefkGor 2951075 + 217 
ce Yes, 


« Yes, my imprudence 1 muſt have excited 
te his reſentment.” 


« Then why not make your confeſſion to 
5 * hanſeat a | , 
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« Dare 1 do TH 
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45 Pure you refuſe your e to 
90 him whom you ſuppoſe. to be your fa. 
emen RA 
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« Good God, * N 1. 1 fly ho. 1 
« feel the full force of your argument, let 
me at leaſt have the credit of an apt 
1 ſcholar, I will eng cans write) to 75 
* Edward.” | 32 eee Stods Davibh ea” 
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'« In the bitterneſs of ſelf-reproach, the 
« prodigal Delves veiled in remorſe and 
«confuſion, confeſſes that he is unworthy 
the infinite goodneſs, the unbounded af- 
e fection, the inexhauſtible generoſity of 


his preferverꝭ his benefactor, his father. 
Oh my dear father, why have you—why 


E has Lady Eveline - why has Mr. Darcy 


te treated my faults with ſo much indul- 
gence? hy intruſted me with powers, 

to work: out my own deſtruction? I have 
not deſerved thoſe indulgences, thoſe li- 
" beralities—had you been more auſtere— 
« had you been leſs liberal, fear might have 
kept me prudent —neceſſity have, made 
me an conomiſt. I now appear before 
e you in the deſpicable charactero of a 
* ſquanderer; in preference to that of ſor- 
e Miſbbedience or N excuſes 
1 | e . 
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de if any / thing: can be ſaid in palliation of 
my horrid extravagance, yourſelf, Lady 
« Eveline, and Mr. Darcy, when he is told 
« the extent of my offences, will point out 

; « where they can poſſibly allow of mitiga- 
« tion ; ſhould I dare advance a word to 
« exculpate my conduct from intentional, 
« or actual criminality, it would be adding 
the fin of preſumption to the heavy 
weight of my tranſgreſſions, and a ſtill 
« more weighty link to that chain of re- 
« pentance, which will hold my heart in 
bondage until my ſentence ſhall be pro- 
© nounced: by. thoſe whoſe goodneſs have 
« entitled them to mark with happineſs or 
e miſery; the fate of a riley, þ e Pere 
* * culprit.” ' 361133 013147 430-54 
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When 1 PN Sr my aries L ſhew- WK 
ed it to H. for his approbation, A 


Sling that Perhaps I had Not ſaid enough, = 
1 15 f 1M 

| 8 1 fu t W 80 + he replies % how, that þ 
1 cc ' may ts but if che ſeat of mercy cannot 
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a be reached by a dozen ſuch lines as theſe, 
<« neither would a thouſand be able to fa- 
te thom it.” 


VVV 


— 


What Delves did not expe. 


V mind ſeemed caſed of a conſidera- 
ble burthen, in conſequence of hav- 
ing made my confeſſion to Sir Edward; 1 
was not without hope that it would pro- 
cure me his pardon, at leaſt I ſhould have 
nothing to anſwer for, on the ſcore of du- 
Plicity, and under the influence of thoſe 
comparatively tranquillized reflections, Ire- 
parted ee 155 dropping my letter at 
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As I entered the College gates, and was 
paſſing to my chambers, I found myſelf 
reſpectfully accoſted by a ſervant | in the 
Eveline livery, who aſked if I would have 
the goodneſs to direct him to the lodgings 
of Mr. Delves. My face burnt at the 
queſtion, I bade him follow me, my courage 
revolted, I grew ſick, blind, almoſt ſpeech- 

leſs with apprehenſion ; I could only arti- 
culate, as I ſhut the door of my anti-room, 
©® Now ſpeak, what is your meſſage from 

« Sir Edward. Eveline? . 0 
7 Are you Sir, Mr. Del ves, for Fay dif. | 
« patches I have the honour to be charged 
© with, muſt be delivered 1 into the hands. of 
« that gentleman.” 25201 


© Produce them,” I cried inpatiently, 
* ] am he, give them to me immediately.” 12 


He took out a pocket book from whence 5 
he drew a letter which I. ſnatched rather 
than received from his hand, and ordered 


him to return in an hour, by which time I 5 
aue get my anſwer ready. ” OE 
I made | 
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I made no great haſte to ſatisfy the emo- 


tions of curioſity, thoſe of fear were ſo 


much ſtronger. I felt that I held in my 


' trembling graſp, a formal diſmiſſion from 


the confidence and affection of every dear 
friend my foul was attached to. It was like 
being forced to read the death-warrant of 
all my hopes, all my expectations; but the 
ſeal muſt be broken It is done the ſight 
of ſeveral bank- notes, with the words 1 
« am ſorry, convey horror to my agitated 
ſenſes; I caſt them all to the ground. I 
exclaimed, © no, cruel father, if I muſt be 


2 « a vagabond, I ſcorn to burden my fate 
| bh with the bounty of charity; my honeſty, 
«my poverty, and my gratitude, ſhall be 


< the only companions of my baniſhment.” 


As -Tuttered theſe rhapſodies of excruciat- 


ing paſſion, the voice of 'Trimbuſh, ſinging 
te deum, rouſed my aztention; J lifted my 
eyes from the ground, and caſt them on my 


poor Alexander, whoſe. appearance at this 


critical moment of exerueinking diftreſs, 
had 


oa wack rA. 146 
had in it ſomething ſo like comfort, that 
throwing myſelf on his neck, I held him as 
faſt as I ſhould have done, if ſure he had 


been a meſſenger from Heaven, on an 8 


"OW 


rant of mercy ; I could only ſay in a 
: low voice, which the loud cries of Joy 
. from the extended jaws of Trimbuſh' ef- 
. fectually overcame, © Alexander Ta am un- 
« done!” 
t 
Alen withdrew from my arms, re- 
1 tired a few ſteps with one hand, putting by 
I | Trimbuſh with the other, ſaluting me in 
. the old ſtile, but with more than common 
8 are | | 
4 cc One ſkirmiſh your honour,” faid he, 
« does not loſe a battle, but how, dy'e fee, 
A could your honour have heard that the ä 
" e curſed Jew was run away, and that 
by * could not find him, though 1 went all 
by cc over London to look 11 him ? * 1 
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ag 


« diſcarded from the heart and ir een 
1 9 Sir Edward Eyclinedor ever. 


* 


* 
EE * 


1 <« « Your obey: is 1 to d hs" merry, 
1 « for I am fure his honour Sir. Edward 
10 would be fired out of the mouth of a 
* cannon, rather than ſ end you to 15 right 


; ce n ” 


5 7575 « Accuſe me not of mirth, when my 
« heart i is burſting with grief; I muſt again 
| «turn wanderer, without reſources, without 
friends; take up that letter, read the 
« ſentence of my baniſhment, 1 dare not 
read, it e | 
| | >: SS up the notes, laid chem. on 
T2 1 3 table witk a grin of fatisfaction, that 
made me accuſe him of wanting ſenſibility 
for my misfortunes ; he then began to look 
at the contents of the envelope, crying out 


ö 
8 | 
1 * 4 
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1 
* 


8 1g 


p l o matter,” replied, * « his aſſiſt- 
« ance would now. do me no good, Iam 


2 +, apr honour | IS reifinken, my our diſcharge 
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is not in alte roll? che Somimajy el has 
* iſſued r no ſuch orders ; ; on the contrary, 
« your. honour | is very e invited fo 
ct ead- uarters.” PE 1 OL =. 

215 he ad- - kr Fay. 7 Ant 1:2 ee; 64775 
The partitions between all e 1 
take to be nearly of the ſame cobweb tex- 
ture, as hat is poetically deſcribed to di- 
vide the regions of wit and inſanity; hope 
is ever at the heels of « deſpair, and the mind 
when moſt fad, is moſt ſenſible" to thei im- 


| preſſions of joy. 14 there is a man in the 
world, who has like me, been firſt ſpoilt 
: by an old woman, then a wandering vaga- 
bond by deſtiny, then adopted, indulged, 


educated, and after all, finds himſelf on the 
| brink of loſing the love of his friends, the 
1 patronage of his benefactors, andthe brilliant 
t ſunſhine of his promiſing fortune, if, T fay, = 
"WF there i is in the univerſe, a wight ſo unlucky 8 
3 as to be exact y. in this untoward Predica- 

it ment, then ma he judge of thoſe emotions 

e which ralmoRtf rangled 1 me as Alexander, in is 
is conſequence of my former command that 
is 2 Ss he 
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he ſhould examine the letter, ſeeing : I was 
a8 unable as ever to ſuperſede him in his 
office, in a voice as ſolemn as the tolling 
; of a bell at a funeral, read as follows, 


ſtopping every half ſentence, to make his 
own curious comments. 


3a 
| | 
U * I 1 N ; } a LY 
LI 2 F 2 1 
| It began 24 
* 1 * 5 * > 


«I a am few to. WS made my kie ap- 
5 « plication, (his honour could not be more 
forry than your honour, PII be bold to ſay) 
© I hope it may not be too late to ſave 
you the trouble of ſending. the Three 
Hundred Pounds, (1 wonder his honour 

; ſhould . think. it can ever be. 100 late, t0 
7 flop 4 man from ſending what he has mt 
got) my friend has accommodated his af- 
fairs, without the help of any body, 

| FA (that your honour, d'ye ſee, is gaining a 
, « battle without hazard) and as both my 
wife and I, are impatient to ſee our dear 

© boy, we hope you will have no objection, 

© © either to return wich our meſſenger, or to 
Pe: 5 * folloy 
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— in a few days; ( if T were "worthy to 
adviſe” il foould be in a few days; for I 
am ſore tired in ruuning fo far, after that 
Au of a Zew) perhaps it will be pru- 
dent that you ſhould remain where you | 
are, long enough to ſettle your little mat- 
« ters, which, I ſuppoſe may be brought 
into a ſmall compaſs ; (very /mall indeed. 
' your honour, except our debts) T would 
have you diſcharge all obligations at col- 
© lege, preſent your good tutor with a hand- 


' ſome token of your gratitude; (bad all 


the generals in his Majefty's ſervice, got 
their eye 1 pon rewarding merit, lile his 


generous honour, by this time 1 might | 
bade commanded à company, inſtead of 
* quitting the army like a thief)' you may 


*alfo wiſh to oblige ſome young men of 
1 worth, whoſe means are leſs ample than 


your own, or to reward ſome of your in- 


* feriors, to whoſe kindneſs or diligence 


you may have been indebted ;' for theſe 


© purpoſes, I ſend you a trifling addition 
7 to * finances, (beaver Preſerve his: ho. 55 
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tour, 88 never, was., 2 "PAY com- 
mauder.) It is by no means certain, that 
« you will return any more to college, and 
you ſee, my dear Delves,! lam Providing! for 
© that. exigence, by putting it in your Pow- 
*.cr. toleave i it with credit, ( mind. that your 


Eno. leave it With credit, — by there 


#5. 10 ſo. creditable a ſcholar, in all the 


univ hy From aue end to the. other of it, 
4 hour bonaur will be nom gau are got on 
wl. p- Ji I you haye na uſe for my ſer- 
J yant; ſend. him back directly, and name 
the day when we may expect you in Lon: 


don; bring honeſt Alexander and Trim. 
t buſh in your ſuite.” Alexander obſeryed 
ith profound bow, ce that ĩt was more 
glory to be named by ſuch a noble gentle- 
m7 man, than to be muſter maſter of all the 
« forces in Great Britain; and then finiſh- 


* the affectionate concluſion of, this graci- 


Hus, maſt heart-reviving epiſtle, which J 
eee deluged with the tears of rap- 


| dure; and almoſt demoliſhed with the kiſſes 


5 25 worked up to u 


. Ié diſpatched 
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4 : Atpatchec Alexander to take care of 
the meſſenger, who brought to me ſuch un- 
expected Happinefs. To neglect the moſt 
inſignificant engine that has contributed to 
our felicity, if it is not a want of generofi. | 
ty, it is at leaſt a want of feeling, a defici- 
ency of which I have never had occaſion 
to aceuſe myſelf; too much and not too 
little ſuſceptibility has been the 22 | 
nature, and ſometimes the torment of whe 
We, * of Jiu $195 33 bout * * LEN 27 : 331 
| | | 10 
5 was more Hat an hs alone; before * 
: could: determine what was firſt to be done; 
my mind was the ocean, my ideas the 
waves, now advaneing now receding from 
the ſhore. of reaſon:ſnould I ſeek H 
to communicate my good fortune, /to'alk 
his counſel, to ſeek in his meek humility 
an antidote to the riſing pride of proſperity, 
to learn from his exalted wiſdom; his chriſ. 
tian philoſophy, how to bear the change of 
my condition with becoming fortitude ?— 
+ mould 1 wait on Mr. Stanmore to acquaint 
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him with the commands I had received 
from Sir Edward, and ſet out immediately 
to obey thoſe delightful commands ?—or 
ſhould I precede my appearance. before 
| thoſe. beloved parents by a letter? after all 
1 adopted. the latter meaſure, v hat 1. ſaid 
in this letter i 1s little to the purpole;if thee 
is eloquence in the genuine language of the 
ſoul, it ought to have been eloquent, ener- 
getic I am ſure it was, being made up of 
ſeelings which I found it difficult to ſup- 


When I had ſent off Sir Edward's ſer- 
vant, I ſet about making preparations for 
following him in three days, which were 
chiefly paſſed with my. good tutor and that 
Exalted - friend, whoſe early fate, though 
glorious to himſelf, muſt ever be lamented 
by a world, whoſe brighteſt luminary with- 
drew almoſt at its riſing. | 


wn 


. - 8 * * * 
. f x - * ** : 4 W — » OE * 
s +. 
> wm ” 
- 0 
* 9 » <>» as 
8 


G 


A WELCH TALE. 

. ron "13 

— 4 f * 

: J 12 4 

CHATS 

ior or 24 

Delves in a Panic. 
| AOTWITHSTANDING all all the 1 , j 
neſs J had ſo lately experienced from 


Sir Edward Eveline, and the extreme eager- 
| neſs I certainly felt to throw myſelf. at his 
feet, the conſciouſneſs of having müde ſo 

many imprudent uſes of his bounty, as wal 
as what he might think of me now that he 
had received my penitential confeſſion, did 
not leave my mind perfectly at caſe, as 1 
entered the poſt chaiſe, followed by Alex 
ander and Trimbuſh, and every mile we 1 
approached towards the capital, my panic 3 
| encreaſed; at laſt it ſhot up to ſuch a gigan- 
8 Hy . 
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tic growth that when I found _— in the 
_ embraces of Sir Edward and Lady Eveline, 
I almoſt fainted in their arms. 


The methods taken firſt to- Werder, and 
afterwards to reconcile me to myſelf, muſt 


be ſo well underſtood by the pupils of be- 
nevolence, that they will ſtand in no need 
of a receipt, ſhould any poor fellow in my 
ſituation, call upon them for the cure of 
a wounded conſcience; and as to the herd 
_ of nature's family, who inherit none of her 
: amiable propenſitics, who have never drawn 
from her breaſt the milk of human kind- 
| .nels, to all ſuch. it would be impertinent 
(40 offer a receipt, which it is impoſſible 
Ichey ſhould ever know HO 10 admini- 
. Fron 


2 was 3 ak Py. del hd pri iſoner 
ji theſe dear, theſ: e com paſſi onate parents; 
they ſet me down between them, and held 
me in the ſilken fetters of affection, flatter- 
ee improved 0 the richeſt tokens of 


1 1 their | 


— — — — 
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their tn they could not think ill 
of me, they would not let me think ill of 
_ myſelf, ſo that in the ſhort ſpace. of bag 
an hour, they had almoſt perſuaded me 
that I was a very proper young gentle» | 


| — — — 
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| " The firſt e 3 to which I 
was equal, demanded news of Mr. Darcy, 
and when he would be releaſed from his 
official duties that my felicity might have 

nothing to expect, being informed he was 
as much my friend as ever, and would re- 

24, in a few ebe. 11 next ventured: to 


11 5 point than . 85 I faw her al. 


Alt is not unlikely,” ſaid Sir Edward, 
with a ſmile of ſatisfaction, which for the ñĩ 
firſt time made me ſuſpect that I was not t 
be the ſole heir of their fortune, a ſurmiſe 
that gave me the trueſt joy, whatever ſug- 
geſtion may occur to the mercenary reader, 
to uk, the declaration ; 1 only won. 
H 6 N | 


I 
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dered what: they would do with the poor 
little infant, and if it would be taken from 

FY them, and ſent to Papa Owen as I had 

been, he was ſtill capable of entering on | 
nurſery buſineſs, for I wrote to and heard 
from him regularly once a month ; his writ- 
ing had loſt nothing of its beauty, and a 
_ poſtſcript from Winifred added to every 
letter, conſtantly aſſured me of their mu- 
tual 550 health as well as everlaſting 
love. 5 


— 


The happieſt FRY 1 ever | paſſed i in my 
UK, was that which united me to my fa- 
- mily; it confirmed to my apprehenſive 
mind, that my condu& had not forfeited 
their eſteem, and that my influence over 
their affections was lively as ever; even 
A lexander was: honoured with their notice, 


8 80 a e their 1 5 $4 


— 


„ Do you remember Delves,” faid 


Anm, patting his ſhaggy hide with 
Fer fair ** as * raiſed his monſtrous 


„ 2 
paus to reſt them on a ſprigged muſlin dreſs 
of the fineſt texture, and which the would 
not ſuffer me to remove, * do you remem- 
« ber when we carried you by force from 
ec your old dame and her hens, that you diſ- 
cc covered leſs ſagacity than your dog? he : 
« went willingly to meet his good fortune, 
but you would have reſiſted yours, if we 
had not poſſeſſed ſuperior on; as 1 
« as ſuperior authority. 7 g 
1 returned ſuch an anſwer, as pleaſed 
both her ladyſhip and Sir Edward. He 
« neither wants memory or gratitude,” ſaid 
the latter, *.he has neither forgotten his 
* early friends, or the efſential ſervices —_ 
01 eve rg him. POM 10% ora e Ween 


% th point of his very early connexions, 
replied Mamma, caſting on me a look: — 
covered my face with burning bluſhes. 1 
& cannot be exactly of your opinion my 

" dear, if the Godolphins are to be ranked 


* in We number of his faſt n pray 
"© 


— 
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_ * obferve,, has he aſked a fingle "I 
C6 concerning them, no, not ſo much as 
* es they are dead or Ae. | 


. 1 | 1 to nab off this ſerious 

attack on my ſenſibility, by ſaying, why 

* what ſhould be the matter with them, 

« they have a lord in their family, will not 

that good fortune crown them all with 

F abundant health, and Ae, happi- 
cc nels © 2,” 


[ 


$4 


11 85 : by: tin Delves,” ſaid ns ; ſhe 
© had'timeto ſay no more, it was the night 
on which ſhe ſaw company, we were ex- 
pecting them in the drawing room, al- 
ready the knocker had ſignified ſome arri- 
val of conſequence. It was the celcbrat- 
Z ed Counteſs of Epſom, fine as the lady of 
WM -: Loretta; and in all che pride of evergreen- il 
beauty; ſhe preceded. her two married J 
daughters, neither of whom could vie with 
|. = their mother either in the bloom of circal- Ml 
mp, or * dimples of youthful ex- 4 
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re Lady Mary Duff attracted leſs 
of my notice than her, ſiſter, lady Wiliminia 
Raymond ; not that I greatly admired any 
of the trio, but I was beginning to ſtudy 
phyſiognomy after the rules that had been 
given me by my friend H— —, the cha- 
racters of which ſtudy were ws plainly 
marked on the countenance of lady Wi- 
liminia, that 1 began to read with avidity, 
taking for my firſt leſſon an eaſy ſubject in 
hopes my judgment would not make its 
depute to much diſadvantage. 1 therefore 
formed my opinion, and {aid to myielty 1 


X 1 


it is a juſt one. 
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1 aſſembly on this evening. was re- 
markabl y brilliant, ſeveral 1 very pretty girls 
tried a.thouſand prettineſſes, to draw out the 


young Oxonian; or perhaps my vanity | 


1 vould not occaſion me to err very egregi- 
ch ouſly, if inſtead of faying . to draw him 
out, I had ſaid to draw him in, it being the 


cuſtom. for the Preſent race of modern . : 


— 1281 


— 4 


IS - pa vs, g 


males to be taught by their en in 
imitation of birds, how to cater for their 
own proviſion, as ſoon as they are able to 

fly abroad; I have confeſſed that I was no 

man of gallantry, and in the preſent circle 

amongſt whom I could perceive nothing 
to remind me, of the only miſtreſs my 

heart had ever acknow tedged, 1 became 
ſo extremely inattentive, making ſuch ſhort 

replies, and throwing ſo much ruſtic indif- 
C | ference into the little I did ſay, as very ſoon 
74 drew them from the purſuit of a drone, to 

chace down ſeveral gaudy butterflies, with 

whom they might reaſonably —_— to be 
more ſucceſsful. 
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Engr : Ji my deſerted ſtate I looked round for 
ſomebody of the ſame /ombre complexion 

| with myſelf, to whom I might talk with- 
| out being obliged to ſay civil things, and 
at laſt my choice fell on a woman of that 
deſcription, which perſuades one that ſhe had 
never met with any thing of the kind, and 


, "of 'courle would never e it; beſides, 
Erl | | there 


? * 
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there was in her features that ſort of en 
preſſion, which ſeemed to promiſe a rich fs 
repaſt to the ever, craving appetite of curi- 
oſity; for theſe reaſons I occupied the chair 


next to her, which another had vacated 
to ſit down at a card table. | 


At firſt my neighbour ſeemed little in- 
clined to cultivate the pleaſures of ſociety ; 
for. ſome minutes, her brevity out-did my 
own, her: eyes 'and her whole ſenfes were 


ſo much employed in obſerving who play- . 


ed together, who talked. together, who ogled, 

who ſighed, who laughed, who talked loud, 
and who whiſpered, that whenever I ſpoke 
to her. ſhe only anſwered by monoſyllables, 


in a voice too ſopettiſh, as I could not but 
conſtrue into the words you are impertinent. 


15 


Has this woman, thought I, no key to her 


confidence? I tried many before I could 
find one that would fit; howeverl determin- 


ed that at leaſt ſhe ſhould ſee my perſon,” 


0 ſhe wh rejected my advances; 1 


* 


| 3 therefore. 
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herdfdrs contrived to .entangle my buckle 
amongſt ſome. of her finery, which made 
her face about to aſſiſt my efforts i in ſetting 
her at liberty, when ſhe Teturned ſomething 
like a compliment to my apologies for hav. 
ing incommoded her, and no longer reſiſted 
my wiſh to engage her! in a tete a tete. 


* FE” : 
am « E 


ee By what magie is it Madam,” dad l. 
you can eſcape that influenza for Play, 
* which e 5 ee | 


- A. ct x 


11 deten Ga * the replied, «my fore 
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e Yigdt gad to r you announce this | 
Madam, I began to fear that filent con- 
r templation had alone the powers of en- 


« gaging you.“ 


„ excuſe your error. fir, and can ac- 

< count for it; you have ſeen me full of 

4. « obſervation, but without obſervation one 
"nes be ill fitted for converſation; there 


N 66 18 


Alen rl. 1563 
is no ſort of knowledge ſo agreeable as 

«that of the. world, or any ſtudy more 

| 4 worthy of purſuit: to me aſſemblies would 
5 be quite a boar, if it was not that here 
one are more likely to acquire informa- 
tion than either at balls where all is fo 
3 “ confuſed, that one can ſcarcely diſtin- 
« ouiſh objects, or at maſquerades, where / 
though one may hear, one can never re- 

ö | © marr what one does hear, becauſe ſpoken 4 
bchind a maſk; and what ſignifles the |} 
| * ſpeech, unleſs one can n 0 e 
redn nee Em Wo avis a. 


* . * 14 7 * . * 8225 * 8 Hy. a4 a; 
+ £ 4 0 10 k 5 2 1 1 a - 5 ; 4 : * 
* 2 3 MN” * < 0 p 4 "ox ' 4 #2 +8 7 * 5 ** : - C # 'S o 


# + £ 'F 
* q VS a %Þ.A4 
* = 


v 


DELVES, 


CHAP, XVIL 


"68 Pro forts of Oaſſp. 


_ 1 will deny that for the ar- 
I chives of antiquity there is no better 
= repoſitory than the memory of a recording 
old goſſip, nor for modern events which 
require circulation, a more ready channel 
than the tongue of an envious young goſſip, 
Now it happened that lady Bell Wezell, to 
whom I had the honour of liſtening with 
the utmoſt devotion, was neither of thoſe, 
yet a compoſition of both, for beſides hav- 
ing great talents herſelf, ſhe could remember 
court anecdotes, and family anecdotes twenty 
years preceding; but then they were related 

to 
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to her by her grandmother, who ſhe aſſur- 
ed me lived very much in the world, and 
was poſſeſſed of ſuch extraordinary powers 
of penetration as were conſidered next to 
ſupernatural; for, added ſhe, © not a ſingle 
« divorce for thirty years prior to her death 
« had taken place amongſt her numerous 
ce acquaintance, but what ſhe had foretold 


« to every body, at leaſt ſix weeks before 


« their little indiſcretions became generally 
« known be) ond the circle of her ladyſhip's 
1 own particular friends.“ 


There can be no doubt, bas that thoſe who 


have given themſelves the trouble to conſi- 
der the tendency of my juvenile diſpoſition, 
will ſurmiſe the entertainment I muſt have 
found in a character ſo new to me, and upon 
which I could innocently feed my humour 
for ridicule; to hunt the hunter, and devour 
the devourer, being fair game, there can 
lay no juſt imputation againſt my honour, 
or humanity; and to confeſs the truth, I 


never beſtowed ſo much unqualified flatte= | 
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ry to accompliſh any purpoſe, i in the whole 
courſe of my life, as to ſeduce this wander- 
er from the path of chriſtian charity, even 
further into the road of detraction than per- 
haps ſhe might have proceeded, ſtranger 
as T was, unleſs I had ſtrewed her whole 
way with the flowers of praiſe, and the 
f weets of admiration. 
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. appeared to be charmed with her wit, 
her beauty I could not extol, yet I pleaſed 
her equally, by defacing all that was lovely 
in the objects around me, and by this ſa- 
crifice gained a compleat conqueſt over her 
heart, which ſent me the intelligence through 
8 pair of « grey ſquinting 0 that looked 
| _— nr a at once. | 


We had gone nearly over half the aſ- 
ſembly, ſometimes walking, ſometimes ſit- 
ting down; in our ſurvey of every indi- 
vidual member that compoſed it, none 
came out of her canvaſs with fewer diſad- 
vantages than they generally contrive to 
make 
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make to themſelves from their cradle to 
their grave, that is to ſay, from the finiſn- 
ing of nature, to the conſummation of 


I obſerved that my companion was ex- 
tremely careſſed by every body, whom ſhe 
condeſcended to addreſs, whether they were 
playing, ſtrolling, or fitting, and that ſhe 


was by no means ſparing of the moſt friend= 


ly enquiries conveyed in the moſt affection- 
ate phraſes to every one who accoſted her, 


or whom ſhe accoſted. When I afterwards | 


repeated this ſcene to lady Eveline, and ex- 
preſſed my ſurpriſe that there ſhould be ſo 


much | ſhadow of eſteem, | without ſub- 


ſtance, this was her reply, « My dear boy, 


«you are an abſolute novice, or you would 


know there are nothing but ſhadows that 
can flouriſh in the regions of faſhion; to 
* ſuch places we only wear the reſemblance 


« of our good. things, as we often put on 
* paſte for the better ſecurity of our real 
2% wels; ; the virtues of ſincerity, philan- 


« thropy, 
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168 © DELVES, 
© thropy, with a thouſand other that would 
c be trampled under foot in ſo barren a ſoil, 
« are beſt and ſafeſt when planted in our 
* domeſtic circles. As to your acquaintance 
of the night,“ continued ſhe, © her lady. 
e ſhip receives homage, not for her good, 
« but her evil diſpoſitions ; ſhe may be cal- 
« [ed the very peſt of ſociety, it is ſynony- 
© mous to ſay ſhe is univerſally hated, 
6. univerſally courted ; every body fears to 
- © come under her laſh, which make them 
892 willing to ranſom their reputations at any 
« price; and her returns of cordiality, are 
* nothing more than inſtruments with which 
4 ſhe is ever trying to pick the lock of their 
a confidence, that ſhe might unfold their 
«errors to the whole world.” 


wal] hs, put in this ſhort firicture perhaps 
in 2 wrong place, as it precedes inſtead of 
follows one half at leaſt of the matter, on 
which were founded the enquiries that pro- 
duced it; indeed J ſecreted no part of it 
; from lady Eveline, I alſo mean to deal as 
= 0 555 candidl 
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candidly with my readers, and give them 


all the news of the day, by that Aitor of 


ſcandal, the Right Honourable * Bell 
Wezell. £190 '# 


The Right Honourable Lady Bell We- 
zell paſſing by the chair of the Right Ho- 
nourable Counteſs of Epſom, ſtopped to 
make her a very pretty compliment on the 
brilliancy of her countenance, which muſt 


be o ned was bright as the illumined face 


of heaven, whilſt depoſiting in her play 


purſe a conſiderable number of Suinens, the 


fruits of A ſucceſsful rubber. 


« That woman,“ faid:ſhe, as ſoon as we 
were out of hearing, carries in her made- 


«up face, a calender of her good or /bad | 


« fortune at play 3 ſometimes ſhe looks 1tke 
«a'Circe, ſometimes: like a Fury. 


I ſhrugged my ſhoulders, and obſerved, 


that ĩt as bad policy to put her Charms 
ſo much in the power of chance.“ | 


« Oh! 
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ec On! as to that,” ſhe replied, © much 


0M may be ſaid in her excuſe, and if ſhe had 


« no worſe reſource than gaming, to ſup- 
ce port her rank, and long family, one could 


hardly feel that ſhe had any errors.” 


« You are very indulgent Madam to your 


e ſex, by this lenity to a vice, which is con- 
ce ſidered as no ornament to a female.” 


« True,“ ſaid ſhe, © but you muſt al- 


lo. ſir, there are vices a thouſand times 


« more dangerous in their conſequences; 
« pray whether ſhould you think it better if 
« you were married, that your wife ſhould 


* loſe a ſmall portion of your fortune at 
. * play, or that ſhe ſhould load your eſtate 
cc with fortunes for thoſe children, in whom 
you are not intereſted; now tell me which 


re of theſe two. faſhionable evils would be 


1 your choice ?” 


2 — 


«If dens I ſhall require ſo much 


1-28 time Madam for deliberation, as will 


©« gccaſion 


ur 
n- 
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ne occaſion . me to loſe much henefit 2 


« your charmingly animated repreſentations, 


c which will infallibly teach me to hate all 


« women but yourſelf; permit me then to 


« ſeize on a leſs favourable moment for my 
determination, and when I have made 
« up my mind, I ſhall let you know the 


c reſult.”” 


e You are a May” rational man,” —ſhe | 


ſtopped i in the midſt of her intended com- 
pliment, to make me obſerve two young 
men, who were walking about arm in arm, 


« perhaps, ſaid ſhe, you have never 
© heard from what a corrupted root this 


« violent intimacy has ſprung up 2 ſud- 


j: a denly ? * 


1 Pere” my ignorance of the whole 


matter, even of who, and what the gen- 
tlemen were, to whom ſhe alluded ; 


this I 
ſhould probably have done had I been as 


well inftructed as herſelf, merely for the 


r pleaſure 
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„ 


head. 


= Let us fit F< OP in theſe places which 
« are vacant in the corner, and 1 ſhall'tell 
« you all about it,” cried lady Bell, «from 


e thence too we can watch her lady ſhip's 


5 ae for notwithſtanding this new 
* born friendſhip between her huſband and 


© her lover, the world will hardly believe 
Cy theſe pretences, as long as ſhe continues 
to bluſh through her rouge whenever ſhe 
Ko looks at Mr. Marehimcer.“ 


1 aſked if this Mr. — was the 
lover ? * 


FE „ Doubtleſs 1 ſaid the, 9 what wife has 
« « ſo little of the times in her manners, to 


.« ſhow any diſcompoſure at the preſence 
| « of her huſband, unleſs indeed he happens 
ec to intrude by ſurpriſe, but this I believe, 
44 has never been the caſe v with lady Wili- 


cc minia 
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e with pri 11 


This was coping to the bent, the lady 


now under examination, was to confirm o or 
aboliſh my {kill in phyfſiognomy, ſuppoſing 
all juſt allowances, to be made on the ſcore 


„ 0 


of exaggeration. 7 1 „ 


ce How delightful,” faid lady Bell, ſce- 
ing with what avidity 1 attended to her un- 


wearied powers, « how. delightful to meet 
«in ſo young a man, with ſo much ſeri- | 


* « ouſnels, ſo much ſound underſtanding, f 0 
great a a deſire for information, as T find 


«in you, It is really wonderful at your 


* 


« „year. Oh! [ en divine 1 what 
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ec « mingle rogerher, in 1 all the Heeets of 5 
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« But my dear Madam,” aid 1. inter 


ber minia Raymond, who knows as well as 4 
ce 7 body how to N ber Hitle a at- ö 


— memnd 3 


= — — — ren - _ * 
— — : a - 1 — " 
. - "_ 2 2 tres heeded on 


——— — — - I Cs. — — — 


174 5 


ing to propoſe between us an indiſſoluble 
union, your goodneſs to me, makes you 
«« forget that you were ſpeaking of lady 
* Wiltminia Raymond. I think your lady- 
« ſhip ſaid that ſhe knew how to conduct | 
cc her neee 1 N * 


f « You are very good to put me in re- 
* membrance, I as ſeldom forget theſe 
things as moſt people, but when one's 
5 memory Is ſtored with much, if a little 
*« eſcape, it may be pardonable ; as to the 
« affair of lady Wiliminia, it has been ſo 
long on the tapis that it is grown quite 
« ſtale; her huſband is the only perſon upon 
the face of the earth who ſhuts his eyes to 
baer infidelities; we have been more than 
5 « two months expetting to hear ofa divorce, 
N every hour, when all on a ſudden, the 
* world were faſcinated into ſilence, by ſee- 
« ing the huſband leagued with the lover, 
e always together, always as you now ſee 
« them lounging arm in arm, ſometimes 
| « with the object of hair affections walk- 
IS Is cc ing, 


4 


* 
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« ing, ſometimes riding, on one hand 
« Marchmeer, on the other Raymond, ſo 
] leave you to judge, whether ſhe muſt 
00 not be an excellent contriver.” 


* Bur fuppoſe Madam, ſhe mould have 
« ſeen her fault, repented, and been for- 
given! | 


« Alas! poor rakes ſhe repent, I have 
a great deal of pity for her, and ſhould be 
« glad to ſuppoſe ſuch a change poſſible. 
She dotes upon Marchmeer, who they fay, 
tired of her partiality, is ſhearing off, 
with all decent. expedition. I really be- 
© heve this report to be a true one, or what 
* ſhould make her ladyſhip run about the 
* country after fortune. tellers ? It was onl y. 
«a few days ſince as I went to viſita friend 
e of mine at Norwood, the receptacle for 
« thoſe vagabonds; I paſſed by her carri- 
age, and ſaw her with my own eyes 
« ſitting vis a vis to an old gipſy hag, 
ho as ſhe examined the lines of her hand 
I 
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© Jeered:ſo- ſignificantly, that F could ſwear 


the was engaging for what will never be 
eftablifhed, the conſtancy of Marchmeer:* 


HAT. 


| The degining of 4 Bates. 


[yr Bell, having- Joie” with Lady 
Wiliminia fooked round for a new ſub- 
ject, and fixing on a female of ſome beauty 
had juſt exclaimed, “ what a fright?” when 


dur tete a tete was interrupted by a very 
5 unfucky accident. 1 


Trimbuſh being unabhviſed of y felicty” 
and defirons to know what was become of 
ne, had through the ba a of the fer- 

| _ vants,*.. 
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vants, followed them into the room, and 
paſſing under a card-table; which imped- - 
ed our meeting rather than make towards 
me by the longeſt way about, the event 
was exactly what might have been expect- 
ed, cards, counters, candles, table, all fell to 
the ground; one lady had her petticoat fet 
in a flame, every man flew to extinguiſh it, 
every woman ſcreamed, and Lady Bell 
would have fainted in my arms, if Trim- 
buſh had given her: any encouragement, .. 
who on the contrary, . ſeeing me inthralled 
againſt my will, began to accompliſts. my 
releaſe with ſuch violence, that I was forcetl | 

to drag him out of the room, and was ſo 

much aſhamed of his ill-breeding, as not to 
return any more until all:the e and 
| aflended company had W 


much more agreeably to the whole of our 


ment of it; Sir Edward and Lady Eveline BR 


wen without ceaſing, at my obſerva- = 
| 3 den, 
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tions on Aſſemblies, as well as the members 
who compoſe them; then it was Mamma 


gave me that ſhort ſtricture, which made 


its appearance in the laſt chapter, and the 
time- piece over the chimney had ſtruck 
one, before any motion was made to ſepa- 
rate. | 


« It is time to retire,” faid Mamma, 
e Delves light your taper, give me mine, 


and ring the bell for our ſervants.” 


A loud knocking at the ſtreet door made 
her ſtart, what can that mean?” ſhe cried 
turning pale as death. 


Oh nothing my love,” replied Sir Ed- 
ward, for God fake, do not alarm your- 
« ſelf, it can be only occaſioned by ſome of 
s thoſe ftragglers who emigrate from aſ- 


ſembly to aſſembly, and expect to find 


eat all houſes, all doors _ _ their ad- 
2 mittance. bs | | 
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Whilſt I was aſking permiſſion - to. en- 
quire, what could have cauſed an interrup-- 


tion ſo unſeaſonable, the porter brought in 
a letter, which he ſaid came by expreſs 


from Wiltſhire ; Sir Edward broke the ſeal 5 


with a trembling impatience, whilſt Mam- 
ma, with a countenance not more com 
poſed, leaning over his ſhoulder, ſeemed to 

devour the contents. Thank God,” cried 
ſhe, © for a preſent misfortune which may 
« turn out a future bleſſing, you will go my 
* dear, I am ſure you will go to him 1 in this 


W en 


« Yes my love, I ſhall go immediately 
and take Delves with me.” 


No you muſt not travel by night; 2 


c indeed you muſt not travel in the dark, 
I cannot riſk the ſacrifice of every thing 


. that js deareſt to me on earth; either to 


« kindneſs for the poor ſufferer, or to thy 


© cares fort the intereſt of this beloved boy. 


1 
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My life,” replied Sir Edward, wrap- 
ping his arms round her no longer flen- 


'DELVES, 


der waiſt, © you have nothing to fear for 
my ſafety, but every thing to hope from 


0 my ſucceſs; the day is not far off, it will 
«be here before the carriage can be got 
ready for our departure; in the mean time, 
« let me lead you to your chamber. To 
this propoſal ſhe aſſented, tenderly em- 
braced me, a tear fell from her eye, and 


reſted on my hand, as ſhe ſaid in a voice 
fifled with emotions, “ for the ſake of his 


« angel. mother, awful Heaven! take him 
E under thy holy protection.” M 


3 gone, and aftcnilliment had cap- 
tivated my utterance, I could only ſay to 


23 myſelf, when I ſaw her no more, « if you 
V are not that angel mother, if Sir Edward 
js not my father, who am I, what am I, 

'* who are my parents?” The family of 


_ Lomplexed ideas that ruſhed into my ſoul, 

'F could neither aſſort or ſupport ; the more 

4 tried to collect _—_ the more they were 
- en, 
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ſcattered; I was under the reſtriction of 
ſilence, reſpecting whatever had a reference 
to my own ſituation, thoſe kind protectors, 
whom I till now ſo confidently ſuppoſed 
to be the authors of my exiſtence, had ex- 
ated it as a proof of my obedience, which 
Jever invariably held facred, and now de- 
termined not to forfeit it, ſo much as even 
by renewing my queſtions to Alexander, 
which from a ſcruple of conſcience, I had 
long ceaſed putting to him; I was ſure he 
knew a great deal, but I found in my child. 
hood, his ſecrecy incorruptible, and now 
| that I verged on manhood, I made no at- 

| dempts t to ul Thc; +> 


When Sir Eduard NPE ready to 10 
gin our journey, he found me walking about 
in evident diſorder, and totally unprepared 
to attend him ; he took no notice of my 
confuſion, but only adviſed me to put on a 
warmer coat, with another over it, to keep 


out the cold air of the morning. I afked it "| 


Alexander was to go with us? ? He ſaid 
f there 


1 


. 
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% 


there would be no occaſion for the at. 


ce tendance of Alexander, his ſervants, and 
«thoſe of the houſe to which we were go- 
« ing, being intirely my own. E am ſen- 
ſible, he added, © that what you have ſeen, 
« and heard, in the laſt half hour, muſt ap- 


« pear extremely myſterious; I am thank 


« ful that you do not importune me for an 


explanation, which ſhall. be protracted 
only till it will beſt coincide with your 


ec jntereſt to draw aſide the veil.” 


I kiſſed the hands of my adopted father, 


: aſſuring him of my reſpect for his com 
mands, and of my perfect diſpoſition to 


wait his pleaſure, having found under his 
protection every advantage, every tenderneſs 


it was poſſible I ſhould have experienced, 
; yo the author of m being. 


w Feraps faid he,” you will | be ſoon 
4 xeleaſed from your preſent ſtate of ſuſ- 
5 . «« pence, I cannot aſcertain that it w21l be ſo, 
. * I hope it may, we have not a moment 

| CC to 


3. * Mo 4: 


dd 


1 


er to loſe, go my dear ſon, prepare for your 
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* journey, and know that when TI reſign 


« you into the arms of your family, it will 
ebe an exchange very much to _ ad 


M Me, od as, 


This hint produced a revolution in my 


mortified ſpirits ; then I am ſtill a gentle- 


man, thought I, and flew with avidity to 


put myſelf in readineſs. 


I found Adder in my e very 
buſily making up a ſmall package of linen; 


he was ſmiling to himſelf, as though he had 


a good preſentiment of the expedition, for 


which he was making preparations. I aſked 


no queſtions, but bidding him bring my 
cloaths, changed them for thoſe: I had on 
as faſt as I could; the ſhort time he was 


aſſiſting me in this operation, his joy be- 
trayed him into the moſt ridiculous:miſ- _ | 
takes, inſtead of the arms, he put the flaps | E 
of the coat over my ſhoulders, inſtead ? 
of boots, brought me my: ſlippers, and 


5 
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when J told him I believed he was either 
mad, ar drunk, * like enough your ho- 
«nour,” he replied, © and fo would the 
« beſt ſoldier in his Majeſty's ſervice, when 
« ſuch preferment ſtared him in the face; 
« your honour remembers dy'e fee, your 
* promiſe, that when you are a great man, 
Lam to have a nen. n your al 
6. hold.“ 


« I fhall keep my word,” replied I, 
provided you take care of Trimbuſnh in 
* my abſence. | 

« You ſhall never 8 off duty in 
that quarter your honour, I ſhalł he proud: 
to ſerve him with the ſame reſpect that 
I] do yaur honour, and — 


[x 


— — CO np go 
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7 
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n 


A Fourncy begun and ended in a few Wards. 


MESSAGE from Sir Edward called 
X me away, without waiting to hear 
the concluſion of his comparative flouriſh. 


Six horſes, were put to the travelling 


chaiſe, the morning dawned; a dead' filence 


| reigned through the ſtreets, broken only 


by the hoarſe and diſtant voice of watch- 
men, proclaiming paſt three o'clock. Our 


fiery ſteeds, ſpurred on by the poſtillions, as 


the poſtillions had been by the commands 5 


of their maſter, flew rather than gallopped, 
illuminating their heels with ſparks, emit- 


ted from the ſtones aver which they bound- 
ed. „ 5 | 


* 
WT 1 * 
* * W 


« We 
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« We have neither of us been in bed,” 
ſaid Sir Edward, on entering the ſandy road 
at Hide-Park-Corner, © it is therefore my 

« advice, that we ſhould both endeavour to 

make ſleep the companion of our jour- 

e ney.” He drew on hjs night-cap, repoſ- 

dd his head againſt the fide of the carriage, 
and preſently I perceived by his breathing 
that he had fallen into a real or fictitious 
ſlumber ; I knew from experience, that 
this younger branch of death's family, is | 

_ eaſily enough repreſented ; I ſaw alſo that 
my adopted father did not ſeem caſy un- 
der the reſerve neceſſity forced him to 
treat me with, on my own affairs; I con- 
cluded he had pretended the want of reſt, 
to avoid any converſation which might 
lead to my preſent intereſting ſituation ; 
and taking paſſeſſion of the poſt, oppoſite 
to the one he occupied, I indulged my ima- 
gination with ſuch amazing flights into the 

5 regions of conjecture, that at laſt wearied 
in the purſuit of cauſes, which were not at- 

| tainable, fancy dropped her pinions, my 

ay» Eyes 
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eyes cloſed, and I awoke no more till our 
carriage ſtopped at the very gates, where 1 
expected it would ſtop, even at the lodges 
which bounded the entrance to the ſolitary 
reli oft the W 
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New Feelings take Place of old Ones. 


gu Eduard aſked * W of: the 
porter, but as he ſpoke low, and out of 
the ſide glaſs, I neither heard the queſtion, - 
or the anſwer; © There has been a dreadful 
* fire in this houſe,” ſaid he as we drove 
vp the avenue, © and the good old Lord, 
© whom you ſaw in your way from Wales 
" Eveline-Lodge, has ſuffered ſo ſevere 
* 1 ſhock occaſioned by the accident ge 


a hin life 1 is deſpaired of. ” 5 
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The inyifible band of nature preſſed 
upon, my hay, daſhed from. ir in a mo- 


IV II 


bibed for the invalid, and planted there ſeeds 


of compaſſion, and reverence ſpringing per- 
haps from the harveſt of my travelling re- 
flections, which had produced a crowd of 


evidences, to perſuade me that this whim- 


fical peer, of whoſe title I had been kept 


in ignorance, made by ſome chance or 
other a conſiderable figure in the ſum of 
my pretenſions to. gentility ; without this 
conſideration, I honeſtly confeſs, I- might 
not have ſighed, and changed colour as I 


did, when informed that his life was in 
danger; I might not have replied to Sir 


Edward, preſſing his hand with uncounter- 


feit emotion, Oh my dear father, may 
God prolong his exiſtence !” yet unim- 
preſſed by nature, my pity wauld have 
been moved, and I ſhould have felt, though 
probably with leſs acuteneſs, for any hu- 
man being, an f ſuch calamitous cu 


| ſtances. 
ce « Theſe 
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« Theſe enibtions a6" you credit, faid 
Sir Edward, © they diſcover, that you have 
« penetration, as well as tenderneſs; en- 
« courage for Lord Bellhaven every reſ- 

« pectful, every affectionate impulſe, of 


« which T remark with tranſport your ſoul 
« is highly capable ; whatever ſums of love, 


and reverence, you advance to this No- 
e bleman, his children of the fifth genera- 
P tion ſhall pay you back with accumulated 
ke n 8 5 

It was | impoſſible to miſunderſtand a de. 
claration, ſo unequivocal ; I would have 
exclaimed, * This unhappy ſufferer is then 
e my grandfather,” but the words died on 


my lips, ſeeing him turn his head haſtily 


about, as if he neither deſired'or expected 
that I ſhould make' him any reply. 


As we approached nearer the caſtie, tlie 
ſngell of ſinoke was almoſt ſuffocating, ati 
the devaſtation, cauſed by the fire hardly 
yet extinguiſhed, apparent in the North 
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wing of which, nothing but the walls re- 
mained ſtanding ;. on the ſame ſide of the 
avenue, ſome of the neareſt trees were 
much burnt, and others- ſcorched as if 
ſtruck by lightning ; it was altogether a 
deplorable ſpectacle, which added to the 
thoughts of what fatal conſequences were 
| likely to fall on its venerable owner, pro- 
duced ſo ſtrange an effect on my ſpirits, 
that J entered the houſe not only ſerious, 
but trembling, and agitated; I had thrown 
myſelf into the firſt chair that came in my 
way, whilſt Sir Edward waited to ſpeak in 
private with Doctor Rowney, to whom he 
ſent a meſlage, ſignifying our arrival; 
walking about in the mean time, anxiety 
in his countenance, and impatience in his 
ſtep ; often-he would ſtop oppoſite to me, 
fix his eyes on my face, look as though he 
intended to ſay ſomething important ; then 
with an air of irreſolution, turn from me as 
throwing a check over his inclinations. 


. 


At 


* 
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At laſt he drew from his pocket a ſealed 
packet, which he put into my hands, bid- 


ding me read it at my leiſure, adding, © it 


« js the hiſtory of a Lady, whoſe memory 
« will be dear to you; my wife has pre- 
« pared it for your inſpection, ſhe has more 
* of the ſame manuſcript, but not for your 
« peruſal at the preſent moment.“ 


Muy eagerneſs to examine the contents of 
this precious depoſit was fo great, thas · I 
would immediately have broken the ſeal, 
if Sir Edward had not bid me defer the 
gratification of my curioſity until I retired 
to my own apartment, where it was proba- 
ble I ſhould paſs many hours, whilſt he 
might be employed elſewhere on my ſer- 
vice. 


It was more than ten minutes, before 
Doctor Rowney joined us, and then with a 
countenance ſo ſolemn, as ſeemed to prog- 
noſticate no great hopes of his patient. 


Having ſhook Sir Edward by the hand, he 


bowed 
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-bowed coldl y to his old acquaintance, as to 
a ſtranger, whom he had never ſeen; but 
when TI put him in mind, that this was not 
our firſt interview, all his gravity vaniſhed, 
and his eyes ſparkled with delight. 


Fe Good God,” cried he, “ is it poſſible 
« Sir Edward, that our dear diminutive 
25 Delves, ſhould in ſo few years, have ſhot 
«up to this tall graceful lovely youth? 
Forgive my vanity reader, how well has 
D nature fitted him for —“ 


ce We will talk of that hereafter,” ſaid 
Sir Edward, interrupting him, © let us now | 
* ſpeak of Lord Bellhaven ; have you any | 
cc hopes of him, Doctor: 3 


He ſhook his * ee none that on my 
*<gwn ſingle judgment I dare to entertain, 
4 but my brethren of the faculty are rather 
C more fanguine, we have had one conſul- 
„ tation ſince the accident happened, and 

26 this evening we are to have another.. 
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Sir Edward confidered for a moment, 
and then aſked © if it were better that he 
« ſhould have his audience before, or after 
ec tliis ſecond conſultation had taken place?” 


and was adviſed by all means, not to delay 


« the buſineſs upon which he came,” look- 
ing on me as he gave his opinion; „be- 
c cauſe he had his dbubts, whether the ſub- 
* ject of it would be on this {ide of eter- 


mY > * 


ce nity, at the hour appointed for the meet- 


« ing; his Lordſhip ſleeps at preſent,” he 


added; © if he ſhould wake again, of which 
* his pulſe promiſes no certainty, you muſt 
e ſpeak to him, for as the powers of his 
body decreaſes, thoſe of his mind ſtrength- 
«en. The fame accident that has been 
« the deſtroyer of his life, has been the re- 


* ſurrection of his ſenſes ; the virtues of his 


«© heart, and the clearneſs of his under- 
* ſtanding were never more perfect; he 
re knows I have ſent to you, as well as to his 


= ſon-; him he does not expect to ſee, you he 


ct does, he alſo wiſhed to have embraced 
* Lady Eveline before his death; but on 
vol. II. K * being 
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| «c ROM told of her happy Situation, which 
| % made it dangerous for her to undertake 
| 
| 


ith! 
* 
6 j 
' 
f ' 
| 
| 
: 
| 
: 


* 2 


A the journey, he bleſſed God for che occa- 

| « ſion of his own diſappointment. He has 
te alſo ſpoke much of his deceaſed favourite, 
e and wiſned 


Il Again Sir Edward prevented his pro- 
bo * ceeding by requeſting to be informed of all 
It the partieulars, which were not contained 

| in the letter he ſent him, by expreſs ; for 

my part, not being deſired to withdraw, I 
| became the very ſtatue of attention, that I 
| might loſe no ſyllable, in a converſation 
| every word of which intereſted me beyond 
l 


o 
r —ů — — 
— 


— —(—ñ— —— — —— — — 
* — — 


all deſcription. 


Doctor Rowney ſaid, he would firſt 
look upon his patient, whoſe ſituation 
| was extremely critical, and afterwards 
obey the commands of Sir Edward ; his 
Lordſhip was on the ground-flour, only 
one room from the apartment we oc- 
cupied ; the doctor remained with him 
about five minutes, during which time the 

ſervants 
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"ſervants came in with refreſhments, and 
carried in their mournful looks, the unde 
niable teſtimony of their Lord's graciouſ- 
neſs; it was that ſore of affectionate ſorrow 
which ſpoke him their benefactor, as well 
as their maſter. 


Sir Edward had forced me to ſwallow a 
ſmall baſon of chocolate, and had taken one 
himſelf. When Doctor Rowney returned, an 

impulſive emotion hurried me to meet him 
at the door; it would admit of no regu- 
lation, and I aſked him with trembling 
impetuoſity, if now he could not afford i 
little hope that I might mingle with the 
fears he had raiſed in my ſoul, for the fate 


of Lord Bellhaven ? Sir Edward and him ĩ 


looked at each other, he preſſed my hand, 
aſſuring me that his Lordſhip flept more 
compoſed, that his pulſe were better, but 
that he would venture to ſay no more. Sir 
Edward put him in mind of his promiſe, 
and what follows, were the particulars he 


gave us of the gang diſaſter. | 
1 . «2 


— — 2 vy — — 
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ou Then, is a, cloſet,” ſaid he, * in the 
ec chamber my Lord lately occupied, where 
te the houſe- maid kceps dry wood for. light- 


« ing the fires, a ſpark. had fallen amongſt. 
it, and muſt, as it is ſuppoſed, have been 
7 burning for many days, as when the 


« flames broke out, they ſpread with ſuch 
« violent rapidity, that all efforts were in 
* vain to ſtop its progreſs, until the north. 
« wing was. utterly demoliſhed, I did not 

« then ſend. to you, becauſe. the: fatal 


il WL conſequence that has attended this mis- 


fortune was unforeſeen; beſides all. my 
ce thoughts, all my cares, were engroſſed to 
« prevent it. My Lord was borne from 
« his chamber by violence, for though he 
% might have eſcaped, he refuſed to do ſo; 
« he. raved; on the ſubject which has oc- 
« cupied him more than twenty years; de- 


| _« clared. it was the general conflagration, 


« from, which he would have ſaved man- 
« kind, if they had not ſet their faces againſt 


i xt it, but now, that It was ſo near, he was 


* reſigned 
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© reſigned to his fate, nor would move 
* from the ſpot where he was deſtined to 
« meet it; only regretting the abſence of 
« his children,” meaning his fon and Lady 
ee Eveline, that theiraſhes might have been 
* mingled with his; the reſiſtance he made 
* jn the ſtruggle of removing him, cauſed- N 
* the burſting of a blood-veſſel, and I fear 
* will end in his diſſolution.“ g 
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CHAP, XXI 


There are Moments when a Man does not know 
what will ſatisfy his Wiſhes. 


Ir. us go,” ſaid Sir Edward, “ to 
Lord Bellhaven's chamber, and wait 
r there until he awakens,” 


« We muſt not ſubject him to a ſudden 
ce ſurprize,” returned the Doctor, “ for al- 
though his intellects may laſt as long 
« as himſelf, running ſmoothly on even 
« ground, yet a ſecond overturn is to be 
e dreaded, ſhould we throw in his way 
Ihe ſmalleſt impediment ; he expects you, 
« but he muſt be told you are come, before 


« you ſee him.“ 


« BE 


A WELCH TALE 199 
« Be it ſo,” replied Sir Edward, © how- 
e ever let us remain in his Lordſhip's anti- 
room, until you have prepared him for 
my reception; in the mean time, I am 
* miſtaken if Delves does not find enough 
« employment, to fix his attention, in ex- 
« amining certain papers I have put into 


« his pollen,” 


« For God fake !“ I exclaimed, © for 
« God fake, my dear father, tell me, do 
« they concern any part of that family, to 
*« whom nature has OW me ? do they 
ec Peak of my moth— | 


He laid his fingers on my lips, affec-- 
tionately preſſed my hand, bid me be pa- 
tient, and went out with Doctor Rowney. 


I gueſſed they were gone to converſe to 
gether, with the greater freedom; F ſup-- 
poſed myſelf to be the principal. object of 
their conſultation, I would: have been with: 


them in the moment of their privacy ;. I 
155 K 4 5 would 


— —— 


2 — — 1 
2 * - * — or — 
* — —— — — 
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— 


would have followed them to the bed of 
my grandfather. I had collected ſufficient 
proofs, that I was really the deſcendant of 
Lord Bellhaven; I would have anticipated 
time to know if he could be prevailed upon 


ELVES, 


to acknowledge me for his grandſon, in 


Hort my whole frame was agitated; I was 


ä forry they were retired without me, yet I 


was glad to be alone. I threw myſelf on a 
ſofa, hroke the ſeals of my packet, ſaw it 
was written by Lady Eveline, and read thoſe 
words on the ES 


« The firſt part of a Hiſtory, intereſting to 


« the dear Youth of my tendereft Affection. 


Caſting my eyes over the manuſcript, 1 
Was ſtruck with the.eraſure of ſeveral words, 
which on nearer inſpection, I found to be 
names altered; theſe which remained, inter- 
lining, thoſe that had preceded them were 


Jo compleatly expunged, that though I held 


them to the light, in every poſſible direc- 
tion, rubbed and ape them, until the 


paper 
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paper was perfectly ſcarified, I could not 
make out a ſingle letter of the names that 
had been obliterated, and for ſuch were 
ſubſtituted thofe of Lord Bellhaven, and 
Lord Talbot; there were no others which 
had ſuffered any alteration, from the pen of 
Lady Eveline; however, that of Talbot, 
made me recollect ſomething I had heard 
in former times, concerning a Lord Talbot. 
What that ſomething was, did not imme 
diately recur to my memory, and impatience 
to become maſter of the whole contents of 
the precious depoſit, left me no time for re- 
flection; I am, i - 
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CHAP. XXII 


The Hiſtory. 


Ius was a 88 night, the wind 

blew a hurricane. The hurricane 
« ſwept before its cutting blaſt, the thinly 
« ſcattered. fragments of a beautiful au- 
« tumn. Rain, hail, ſnow, all united to 
« form a torrent that ſeemed to threaten a a 
* ſecond deluge, and filled with the ſtrong- 
«« eſt alarms the heart of a tender huſband, 
for the ſafety of a beloved wife, whom he 
« was conducting from his ſeat, in North 
« Wales, to a reſidence in England, that 
© had been prepared for her reception, be- 
«x fore the became a mother; many cir- 
g a cumſtances 
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« cumſtances had detained them in the 
« country. beyond the time prudence: 
« would: have dictated, or any thing. but 
te. neceſſity made them comply with. 


Either from fright or fatigue, the lady 

« felt herſelf extremely indiſpoſed at the foot 
« of one of thoſe bleak mountains, whoſe am- 
ce hitious aſpirings promiſes neither hoſpita- 
« lity or ſhelter. to the ſtorm- pelted traveller. 
« Mr. Delves diſtracted at the condition of: 
« his wife, left her to the care of her wo-- 
cc. men, got out of the carriage, mounted one 
« of the ſervant's horſes, and galloped off 
jn purſuit of ſome cottage or houſe, to 
« which the might be con veyed he or- 
« dered that the coach ſhould follow him 
*« with the leaſt poſſible motion, and in half 
« an hour it arrived at the door of a ſmall 
«.cabin, at which the coachman halted, 
« enquiring if a gentleman on horſeback 
te had ſtopped there? An old woman told 
« him in her native Welch, which none of 
« the other ſervants underſtood. that ſuch a 
13 | K 6 | 06 perſon 
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« perſpn as he deſcribed had rede up to the 


dor, and aſked lodgings for a fick lady, 
but that having no accommodation, the 
« had directed him about a mile fanther, to 
< the houſe of a great Lord, where he would 


© be ſure to find plenty of every thing he 


* ſtood in need of, pointing out the road. 
« they were to take, by order of the wm 
e tleman,” 


"4 The from every mement anjuiced' new 
, foree, the thunder rolled over their heads, 


* the lightning. forked inte a thouſand. di- 


rxections as they, approached Caſtle Tal- 


bot: the glaſs dome of which illuminated 


— by bur ning Haſhes, emitted from the tur- 


« bulent clouds, was an object that inſpired 


10 ' Mrs. Delves and her attendants with 
* confidence. She wondered indeed; when 


"x they, were arrived almoſt to the gates of 


« this magnificent edifice, that her huf- 


ee band had not returned to conduct her: 


1 ſhe had oppoſed his leaving her, with the 


beſt MT ſhe Poſſeffed. under her bo- 
* dily 


1 
— — 


* 
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« dily inflictions, bur the deſire of ſecuring 


« her an aſylum, had made him deaf to her 
« cries, tears, and intreaties; the new ſhock 
« of nat finding him there to receive her 


« produced freſh pangs, and the nurſe, who 


c travelled in her:ſuit, called out to the ſer- 
% vants, bidding them knock and ring 
without ceaſing, until ſomebody came to 
« the affiſtance of her miſtrefs, u hom ſhe 


« could no longer fupport, ſcreaming and 


1 OR RY on her boſom. 


22 „Send . l ran out 
« with lights, followed by Lord Bellhaven, 
* who himſelf aſſiſted to lift the miſerable 
te wife from the carriage; her firſt queſtion 
« ſeemed to fill him with aſtoniſhment. 
% Where, cried ſhe, is my huſband l for the 
* jove of Heaven, if you would fave my 
* life, Convince me that no- accident has 
e befallen him.“ | 


= e ed be compoſed, ten- 
e derly — this good Lord of the {as 
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maritine deſcription, if he has promiſed 


. to meet you here depend on it 


Oh God! ſhe exclaimed, promiſed: to 
meet me! ſhe then relapſed into a ſtate 
of inſenſibility, was carried: to the houſe, 
put to bed, and every poſſible aſſiſtance 
* adminiſtered to her relief. Lady Bell. 
haven had juſt at this critical juncture 
6 been ſafely delivered of a fon: The /age 
ce fexane was ſtill at the Caſtle, and called 
« upon to attend the ſuffering ſtranger, 
te but whilſt her arrival was cautiouſſy con- 
« cealed from the new made mother, her 
« Lord occupied. himſelf. in gaining ſuch 
£ jntelligence- from the ſervants, as filled 
him with reaſenable apprehenſions for 
ce the fate of their maſter, with whoſe. con- 
« ſequence and character he was well ac- 
e quainted, although nn unknown 
* to each other. 


| ee Dreadful as the ſtorm continued, he 
4 went out himſelf, and ſent his domeſtics 
| « ſeveral 
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* ſeveral ways, if poſſible, to diſcover the 
* unfortunate traveller. He took that path 
« where he moſt ſuſpected, an accident 
might have happened, and was but a too 
« good prognoſticator. Not far from the 

4 cabin, whence the affectionate huſband 
« fatally took his directions to Caſtle Tal- 
« bot, his Lordſhip recollected there were 
« ſudden and ſhort deſcents, extremely dan- 
« gerous to uninformed travellers, of which 
« perhaps his old directreſs had omitted to 
« give him notice, and with trembling ſteps 
« drawing near one of the moſt deep, of 
« courſe moſt dangerous declivities, be- 

ing ſurrounded with Mr. Delves's ſer- 
« vants, who carried lanthorns, he looked 
« down and ſaw at the bottom two figures, 
« one as he ſuppoſed of a man laying on 
« the ground, the other of a horſe ſtanding 
near him. Lord Bellhaven glowing with 
that humanity, for which he is moſt of all 
« men living diſtinguiſhed, at the riſk of 
« his own ſafety ſuddenly deſcended into 
the almoſt perpendicular abyſs; one by 

5 one, 
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« one the ſervants followed tlie WIL he 
Fe ſet them, and having examined the fea- 
r © tures of the fallen victim by the lights 
ar they held, with the moſt touching lamen- 
* tations they acknowledged him to- have 
deen their maſter ; a "maſter, who by his 
0 virtues had rendered himſelf ſo beloved, 
* that the expreſſion of their ſorrows had 
in it more the language of children 
* mourning for a father, than of hirelings 
« ſe}fiſhly grieving for their own intereſt. 


«1 do not think he is quite dead, ſaid 
his Lordſhip, ſomething may yet be done 
* to fave him, if we could but take him up 
_ the ſide of the precipice, and convey 
him to the Caſtle.” That my Lord, 
4 may be done,” cried the domeſtics, oe 
* the body be laſhed on upon two of us 
* ag we lie flat on our faces, and we will 
" bring him up, or loſe our lives in the 
«trial.* Lord Talbot ſaw no better ex- 
25 pedient, in a moment every man as well 


Nr ä had gh off his garters, 
- 6c and 
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« and having tied the body between them, 
« ſo that it could receive no more bruiſes, 
* creeping on their hands and knees, they 
re at laſt attained the ſummit. 


3 The cottage being ſo much nearer than 
“the Caſtle, they carried their lifeleſs. bur- 


* then to the former, where after having 


« diſpatched orders for a carriage to be ſent 
and a ſurgeon to attend, Lord Bellhaven 
* began to examine the ſtate of the body, 
« which {till retained {ame vital warmth; 
none of the bones were broken, mor did 
* there appear any wound, that he:-could 
_ * diſcover. , Ale forced open the teeth 
* which were clenched, and poured down 

« a cordial he had brought with him; he 
* alſo with a ſharp pen-knife, for the firft 
« time in his life, ventured. to open a 
« yein, a few drops of blood followed, and 
0 when the ſurgean of his houſehold arriv- 
« ed, ſymptoms of reſpiration were Wit- 
© ble, 


« Such 
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« Such was the condition in which Mr. 
© Del ves was tranſported, from the cabin 
_« to Caſtle Talbot, inſenſible to his own 
« ſituation, as well as to the excruciating 
te tortures of his adored wife, who at the 


e fame moment contended with diſtrac- 


e tion, convulſions, and the pains of labour. 
« Whilſt her own women, and ſome of 
Lady Bellhaven's, remained in the cham- 
c ber of Mrs. Delves ; Lord Bellhaven fat 


« by the bed-ſide of her huſband, anxioufly 


« waiting his return to life, which happen- 
«ed in a ſhorter time than might have 
ec been expected, but attended by certain 
« ſymptoms, inimical to hope. Another 
* ſurgeon: had been fent for, and the pa- 
« tient by both was announced a dead man, 
without any pofhibility of efcaping the 
« ſentence by any other means, and even 
« that very uncertain in its ſucceſs, than 
4 ſubmitting to the operation of trepaning, 
« his ſkull being moſt dreadfully fractured. 


« As; 
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As they conſulted together, the object of 
« their care, who had not yet made any effort 
« to ſpeak, pronouced the word . No.“ Lord 
« Bellhaven preſſed his hand, and beckoned 
« to the ſurgeons to withdraw, as he ob- 
« ſerved the dying man ſtrain his eyes to 


« fix them on their faces, with inſanity in 
« their expreſſion. When he ſaw they had 
« left the room, after ſeveral trials to arti- 


« culate, he aſked, where am I? here is 


cc my 
« © You are, ſaid his Lordſhip, with a 
* a friend, your amiable wife is alſo under 
e the ſame protection; compoſe yourſelf, 


« and endeavour to. get well, that to- mor- 


© row you may be re- united.“ Whilſt he 
« wag yet ſpeaking, the wretched. huſband 
* had fallen into a doze, in which he con- 
* tinued the remainder of the night, 
« watched by his noble hoſt, who never 
e quitted his bed, but to ſpeak with the 
«ſurgeons who attended, in a diſtant pot 
of the chamber, | 


« Towards 


he could proceed no further, 
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Towards the dawn of day, he ſeemed 


to fleep fo ſound, that notwithſtanding 


ee all that had been forſeen by the gentle. 
* men of the faculty, Lord Talbot would 


5 not permit himſelf to ſuppoſe the patient 


e rendered dear him, by the very acts of 
« kindneſs he had conferred upon him, 
ce. Could actually be in ſo great danger as 
1 they repreſented; ; in this opinion he was 
-«:the more eſtabliſhed, when Mr. Delves 
er awakening from a ſleep of many Hours 
* aſked for chocolate ity 4 ſtrong voice, 
4 though his ideas ſtill feerned confuſed, 
e which eonfuſion alfo Tubſided : as ſoon as 


Tu he hadtaken weft 


„He now — the ee why he 
did not fee his wife fear him? and was 
told, that having that night been deliver- 
ed of two daughters, the could only ſend 


him her deareſt remembrances, and her 
«© jntreatics, that he would not attempt to 
( leave his room, till he could de fo with 


4 ſafety to himſelf. 


« I know 


* 
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« | know. my own: ſituation,” he ſaid; © I 
« know: we ſhall meet no more in this 


Jet me embrace and bleſs them once be- 
fore I am taken from them for ever.” 
The infants were broyght to him—his 
« wife was no more—ſhe had expired in 
(giving them birth. The tender father 
«ſhed, torrents of tears over the lovely 
« ſtrangers, but the death of their mother 
« was carefully concealed from him during 
the few hours he ſurvived her. In the 
intermediate time, having underſtood” 
«from his. attendants, to whom he was in- 


* tality, but alſo for the exertions of more 
than friendſhip, of almoſt fraternal 'affec- 


* rections- for a will, making Lord Tal- 
« bot, by his own conſent, ſole truſtee for 
« his infant daughters, inveſting him with 
* unreſtrained authority over their vaſt for- 
0 * tunes, as well as their perſons, ſhould? 
* hey: have the misfortune to. loſe: their 
1 mother, 


Wl « world, but let me behold my children, 
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© debted not only for the rights of hoſpi- 


tion; he employed himſelf in giving di- 
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« mother, who would, if ſpared to them, he 


« ſaid, be the natural, the prudent, and the 


« affectionate guardian of their conduct. 


Until this momentous affair was final- 
« ly finiſhed, he ſignified no deſire to ſee 
ce the wife he adored, and from whom he 
tt expected an eternal ſeparation ; but no 
« ſooner had the will been executed, than 
« he requeſted he might be carried to 
e her apartment. Lord Talbot ſhuddered 
«at the propoſition, repreſented the fatal 
_« conſequence which would probably at- 
« tend ſuch an indulgence, in her preſent 
e ſituation, without confeſſing that ſhe had 
« preceded his departure; talked of defer- 


te ing their interview a little longer, and re- 


« peated the ſtrongeſt intreaties, that he 
would ſubmit to the trepan, but in vain; 
* hefaid it was too late. The prediction was 


« too ſoon verified, he died the ſame night, 


«and the remains of this unfortunate 
« couple were depoſited together in the 
« family vault, belonging to that noble 
N 8 '« houſe, 


* 
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« houſe, to whom the dying father had 
« attached the fate of his Wen — 
6 ters.” 


c HAP. XX. 


 Copitations. 


1 AM now going to interrupt the courfe 
of this pathetic narrative, to ſay what 
were my feelings, what were my reflections 
whilſt reading, or rather devouring the 
contents of the manuſcript, which involun- 
tarily I ſteeped in my tears. This is no 
fictitious ſorrow, I cried, neither does it 
ſpring from ſympathy merely, there muſt 
be a deeper cauſe for the anguiſh I expe- 
rience for theſe intereſting VICUERS 3 ; I muſt} 
* certainly | 
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certainly belong to them; it is the voice of 
nature that can alone excite the emotions 
with which I participate their melancholy 
fate I bear their name feel my affinity 
to them—am I their ſon ?—how then can 
Lord Bellhaven be my grandfather ?—No, 
two daughters are only mentioned; had [ 
been their ſon,, would they have caſt me 
from them ? would they have diſowned and 


even in their laſt moments, have neglected a 
child, who never could have offended them? 


The more I reaſoned, the more I was con- 
| fuſed ; I looked from the firſt to the laſt 


line of the manuſcript, ſearching for a date, 


but no date was to be found. I grew:weary 
of conjectures, and returned with avidity to 
the unexamined pages which might help to 

develope the myſtery; from page the 
_ twelfth; to page the thirtieth was miſſing, 


and on the margin of the paper, was newly 
written with a pencil by Lady Eveline, 
«© The above is only neceſſury, my dear Delves, 
0 your information ; what immediately fol- 


„ "lows: might- entertain, but would not in- 


rut 
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e fruf? you, the moments you are now paſ- 
© ſing will be precious to you. I therefore 
cc omit ſending every thing that happened in 
te the infancy of the two orphan children, 
ce whoſe parents were tenderly ſupplied to 
te them, by their generous and noble protece 
6e tors.” | 


Satisfied with this thort explanation, I 
impatiently proceeded to make myſelf maſ- 
ter of what remained for my inſpection. 
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: Te Hiſtory Continued. 
«7 ORD Talbot at this time became 
Ki Earl of Bellhaven, his lady, and 


their young people, were united by uni- 


*« ſon of ſoul, as well as by the ſtrongeſt ties 
« of affection to each other; there was no 


e diſtinction made between their own ſon, 


« the only prop of their illuſtrious houſe, 


e and the two bloſſoms which untimely fal- 


« len from their parent tree, they had ten- 
« derly ſheltered in their boſoms. Lord 


1 Talbot did not engroſs their love, he only 
* ſhared it with Eleanor and Auguſta: 


« Eleanor 


= 
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* Eleanor Delves united ſo much beauty 
of mind and perſon as early captivated the 
r ſon of her revered guardians, they ſaw with 
« jinexpreſſible delight, perhaps before it had 


been diſcovered by the parties themſelves, 
«that a mutual paſſion was beginning to take 


« poſſeſſion of their hearts, and even in in- 


« fancy planned the union of their hands, 
hen time ſhould have ripened inclination 
« into a ſteady attachment. With this darl- 
e ing object in view, particular care was ta- 
ken to inſpire them with a ſimilarity of 
* ſentiment, that ſerved as they grew up to 
link them more cloſely together. Lord 
« Talbot was lively, Eleanor ſedate; he : 
« active, ſhe compoſed, yet by the manage 25 
* ment of thoſe who conducted them, and 


taught their young ideas how to ſhoot,” 
« they always met exactly at the ſame point, 


« for where the tide of his genius ruſhed 
ee with vehemence, hers glided with ſerenity; "a 


© hand in hand they trod together the flow- h 


« ery paths of alternate ſtudy and amuſe- 


ment. Auguſta enjoyed their confidence, n 
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e « ſheadored her twin ſiſter, and was adorcd 
* by her; ſhe loved Talbot for his own ſake, 


e hut ſhe loved him a thouſand times more 


| * becauſe he was beloved by her Eleanor. 


- « Thefirſtinfelicity which aſſailed this ten- 

« derly- united trio, was occaſioned by lord 

_ «Bellhaven procuring a commiſſion in the 

e army for his ſon. Juſt as they had all com- 
te plcated the fixteenth year of their age and 
of their happineſs, Talbot, though he had 
* choſen the profeſſion of arms, grew melan- 
s choly at the thoughts of a ſeparation from 
« the friends of his childhood; it was at this 


4 oY « moment that he felt how infinitely dear 
Eleanor was to his affections. It was then 


Achat he firſt took courage to ſpeak to 
. her on the ſubject of his love; it was then 
* « that they vowed eternal conſtancy to each 
| C other, ſanctioned by the approving voice 
of thoſe. to whom they owed more than 
« filial obedience; and it was then that whilſt 
4 ae at the feet of thoſe N ang 


be 


* 1 
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 beratified as ſoon as they became of a more 


proper age to diſtinguiſh between the e- 


« motions which are ſometimes the offspring 


«of fancy, and the immutable impreſſions 
nc produced by a ſteady, - warm, and rooted 
" preference, which alone ought to conduct 


them to the altar. They were already re- 


6 ſpectively convinced that the ſentiments 
« they ſelt for each other were ſteady, warm- 
© rooted, never to be cradicated, never fo 
Know a change, yet they ſubmitted, they 


« were ſatisfied; but they muſt be ſeparat- 


e ed, that terrible misfortune prevented them 


' from being happy, and when a few- months 
t after he went with his regiment to'Ame- _ 


rica, Eleanor wept without ceaſing, and 


the tears of Auguſta fell in ſympathy - 


«with thoſe of her ſecond ſelf, her ny 
« * her beloved ſiſter. 


WW 


cc Portions is a ſort of meſſenger 
, « which' fate ſends to inform the children 


« of ſenſibility, when affliction hovers in- 


oo 


\« viſible over their heads ready to make a 
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prey of their deareſt hopes, not for the 


HF « purpoſe of contending with its decrees; 


* which are inevitable, but rather to prepare 
them for its reception; ſuch Pre/entiments 
„% were thoſe which viſited the hearts of 
Eleanor and Auguſta, ſoon after the em- 
* barkment of Lord Talbot; it whiſpered 
« that the ſummer ſky of their felicity, 


« which a ſeparation from that dear youth 
had before interſected with clouds, was 


« going to be totally overcaſt by ſtorms 
that would fall in torrents to cruſh the 
« gayeſt of their expectation; they attended 


s to the warning, they complained to each 
* other of the weight that oppreſſed their 


« ſpirits, but did not ſuſpect from what 


1 ſource this preſaged misfortune would 
1 ariſe. Ty 


They had ſtaid that year later in Lon 


.* don than uſual, to indulge the lovers. 
« with the longeſt poſſible moment they 


1 coutd enjoy the ſociety of each other, 


cc « and after the final taterview had taken 
t place 


* 
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« place in conformity to the wiſhes of Elea- 
* nor, they haſtened their return to Caſtle 
Talbot, where ſhe might indulge in all 
« the luxury of unbroken ſolitude, a ſitua- 
*« tion. for which ſhe now ardently pant- 
« ed. | 


« Whilſt her boſom heaved with ſighs, 

« and her eyes were yet moiſtened with the 
« dews of regret for her ſeparation from her 
* affianced huſband, that tempeſt which 
the foreboding ſouls of the twin ſiſters 
* had felt at a diſtance, approached them 
« in the form of death, and lady Bellhaven 
« became its victim; another ſo amiable 
« he could never find, but in Eleanor her- 
« ſelf, on her too he ſeemed to have fixed 
his graſp, and ſhe moſt probably would 
« have attended the ſpirit of her adopted #9 
mother to the regions of bliſs, if compaſ—- 
« fon for the dear ſurvivor of this. ineſti- 
« mable pair had not retarded her flight, it 
e was only to adminiſter to the griefs of 
lord Bellhaven that: could have rouſed her 
: L 4 | 5 c t 0 by ; 
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0a ſtate of activity; ; the faw him ftagger 
4 under the blow- that had laid low the 
* partner of his heart, the raiſed herſelf to 
44 ſupport him, and in the ocean of his ſor- 
_ rows her own woes were fu allowed up. 
What dreadful changes had happened 
ip this family of love, joy, and harmony, 
*« when at the end of a year Talbot rejoined 
** it; his beloved mother dead, his adored 
* Eleanor almoſt a ſpectre, his revered fa- 
<« ther from the fineſt of diſpoſitions, from 
the ſtrongeſt of all underſtandings, re- 
1 duced to peeviſhnefs, anda ſort of whim- 
*t fical : dileaſe, nearly approaching to the 
gates of inſanity. It was to this cruel 
*- diforder, to which many future misfor- 
i tunes were owing. His affectionate chil- 
* dren endeavoured to conceal his malady 
| from the world, but 1 they could not 
| £ hide it from themſelves.” He aided to 
| $ hold'a bandage over the eyes of his viſi- 
Ess tors, as well as his ſervants, either by 
* eren dolbre them ſtrict filence, na- 
63: þ " turally | 
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by « rurally/ attributed to the melancholy of 
which he was yet ſenſible for the loſs of 


his lady, or by ſo ſtrict a caution in ar- 


« ranging the few words that he occafionally 
© uttered as to make the alteration impene- 
32 trable to common obſervation, but when 
e jn the preſence only of his ſon, or his two 


'« wards, his fancy roved unguided by any 


thing like rationality, and a thouſand 
« times in a day did he poniard the hearts 

of the moſt faithful lovers that ever ex- 
| oc iſted, by as often declaring he w ould ne- 


"0 ver unite them. 6 
ü 4 


„Two long years they waited patiently, 


«always hoping that time, aſſiſted by the 
knowledge of doctor Row: ney, v. ould ef- 
tc fect a ſalutary cure on the imagization 


| of their reſpectable, their beloved, their 


* pity-moving father, whoſe health had ngt 


e been ſhaken, though his mind was de— 
© troyed. Doctor Row ney was many years 
© the friend as well as the phyſician of Fl 


00 Lord Bellhaven, he was now prevailed 
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« on to take up his entire reſidence in 


© the family; he no longer entertained any 
* doubt but that his patient's diſorder was 


« eſtabliſhed for life, he felt the ſituation of 
&« Jord Talbot and Eleanor, he ſaw them 


_ « ſinking under diſappointment, he ſaw 
them pining with grief, he perſuaded 

ia private union, and they were unit- 
8c ed. 


« The ceremony was performed with ſo 


 * much ſecrecy, that the clergyman who 
« officiated, the friend who projected it, and 
es the fiſter who rejoiced in it, vere alone 


« privy to the happineſs of the young cou- 


ar ple. How did this dear connexion re- 
0 yerſe the complexion of every object at 
« Caſtle Talbot; notwithſtanding its noble 
'#* maſter ſtill continued under the influence 
„of the ſtrangeſt chimeras, ſadneſs was 
A *-baniſhed. from the countenance, and 


* gloom from the hearts of its inhabitants. 


Lord Bellhaven could neither bear the 
2 Ig ablence of his children, or r permit them 


«rf ta 
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© to, talk to him on the ſubject of their 

cc marriage, which always occaſioned them 

| « to-appear- before him under the impreſ- 
« ſion of a deadly melancholy; reſtrained 
« only from the fear of giving him pain, 

te they now no longer importuned him to 

* beſtow on them the bleſſing they had ſe- 
« cured to themſelves ; hymen gilded their 

_ © proſpects, joy illumined their ſouls, their 
© whole time was chearfully dedicated to 
« ſooth the imaginary evils, of their, dear 

40 fanciful father, whoſe diſorder neverthe- 
1 leſs had ſo rapidly increaſed,. that. when 

« lady Talbot found herſelf likely to be a 

© mother, doctor Rowney aſſured them. 

* that ſhould the intelligence through any 

« channel reach lord Bellhaven, his nerves 

were in ſo irritable a ſtate, that madneſs 
« muſt unavoidably enſue, What a terri- 

« ble ſentence ! to ſacrifice the privilege of 
« parents or to be the means of a more 

« dreadful ſacrifice to their own revered 

s parent. Was it not poſlible, they aſked 
« doctor Rowney, to find out a mid-way 

L 6 e between 
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between the two extremes? None, he re- 
lee plied, that can be ſteered with ſafety; 1 
_-« am terrified not only for the ſenſes but 
the life of your father, if he ſhould meet 
«with the ſmalleſt ſubject for agitation ; ; 
7 Che better conceal the conſequence of your 
marriage, as you have done the tnarriage | 
"© itſelf, than riſk a fake of fo much mag 
„ nitude; his advice was followed, Eleanor 
ON preſented her lord with a fon, who before 
4 e had been twice preſſed in the arms of 
his parents, under the name of Delves, 
e was conveyed” —— The papers dtopped 
* feb my N r a I enen One” 


rr. . 
: f ; > 3 
2 
wad 
7 
TN , 6 * * 
1 4 244412 4 
+7x + 
* t 4 L J * 41 4 &'ize FP 
2 3 
» * 
— nd « * 
G a } 
# 5. 4143 — 
-. 
4 EA Sx. > 
— os * 2 4 % * 
- 
« 321 99 15 17 . A + ff ++ # 8 — 14 ou 
q \ 


S £ : 4 c 1 7 
bo vH „ llod 201. 21 26, 
N 4 5 ; 2 7 k % | 1 1 +4 
* & v5 W a1 ſi . S 1.4. 9 iin 9 4 e 10 
* . 


; 3 7 A 7 
nogywuizd ?? 0 3s 


A WELCH TALE. 229 


© HA P., xv. 


The Exclamation. 


1 
LOG 


I is I then that am the ſon of this di- 
A vine mother, this glorious father, who 
1 w ould never have reſigned me, but to 
the moſt noble of motives. Oh God! 
and ſhall 1 never ſee that mother, whoſe 
„ ſoul was capable of ſo great a ſacrifice! 
0 My father ! where f is my father! „ 


230 | © 2» + DELVES, 


"CHAP. XXVI 


Exemplification. 


Tm door of the anti-chamber opened 
ſoftly, Sir Edward Eveline ſurpriſed 
me on my knees, I could not ſupport the 


full tide of ideas that impetuouſly over- 
vhelmed me; I had ſunk on the floor and 


reſted my head on a chair; at the ſound of 
his voice, I roſe haſtily, his arms were open 


to receive me. 


ce Every thing tells me,“ ſaid he, © that 
« the myſtery is unraveled, that you know 


Lord Talbot is your father, Lord Bell- 
40 haven your grandfather, Lady Eveline 


8 -" "JO 
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e your aunt, and that I by her means, have 


* the honour to call you * deareſt, my 
” amiable nephew.” 


9 Myſterious providence ” cried I. It 
-was all that I could utter, as I hung upon 


his neck and bedewed his hands with my 


tears. 


* Compoſe yourſelf my dear boy, a trial 
« awaits you that will require all the ſtock 
« of fortitude you can aſſume, though not 


a « ;uſt now; your grandfather is made ac- 


« quainted with the circumſtances of your 
« birth, his joy is ſtrong, but his body is fee- 


« ble, they have not agreed well together, 


« he is anxious to embrace, to acknowledge, 


* to bleſs you, and nothing except the au- 


« thority of doctor Rowney could reſtrain 
« his impatience. It is he who has laid a 
- © prohibition on any further exertion on 


« the part of his patient, until the faculty 
« have held their ſecond conſultation.” 


* 


Cc This,” 
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ns E This,” faid I, « is is only the fencence of 
— door.” 


« True,” replied Sir Edward, © but in 
"ec caſes of life and death, it is as abſolute as 
hu that of a judge; I cannot quarrel with 
©: your impetuoſity, becauſe it is natural, 
« and not unamiable, conſidering the rever- 
. © ence, the tender reverence your heart 
* muſt adopt for a parent ſo good, fo un- 
1 fortune: as Lord Bellhaven. ” 


« It is always thus,” cried I, that ! 
am ever offending, and you never tired 
"a forgiving my errors; I cannot deſcribe 
© what are the feelings by which 1 am fo 
* painfully, ſo pleafingly tortured,” my 
Whole foul is diffolved in affection for 
* thoſe unknown parents, yet loſes nothing 
"x7 rr the filial, the fond reſpect it owes to 
« 5ou, to my dear aunt, to Mr. Darcy. 1 
-« will be manageable, I will not any more 
1 deſire to caſt "myſelf at the feet of my 
IM * grandfather, until I am permitted to do 
4 ſo 
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ce 8 when Gall I throw — into 


TW nee fs 


« That is yet uncertain,” he replied, 
« an expreſs is ſent to. Lord Talbot, he may 
be here in a week, it may be a fortnight 
before you Tee him, but when he does 
come, On Delves! the fight of him will 


© repay you for all your preſent anxiety, he 
« is the firſt, the beſt of human beings, and 


* his love I n 


en 2 


— $ 7 
1 * : por 72 
: f - * * 


« I muſt have ſeen him then 29 >) 


ri: He has ſeen you more than ance, and 


* js perſuaded that when he makes himſelf 
*-known, you will find it no difticuit taſk 
to yield him the duty and affections of a 
ſon; the fruits of maturity muſt repay 
him for having abſtained from the enjoy- 


ment which the firſt bloſſomms of your in- 


fancy would have afforded him. 


; f L n £ Ln © ' 1 71 4 
f Y > ; , 
5 # X wt w & 4 * 4. 8 > & 4 «+ 1 * * 
Cd = 


12 it] oy ** | | | t Yes,” 


— 


. 
BY 
2 
* 1 
44 b 
171 Ty 
+ 
. * 
4 
K 2 
1 
5 
% 
of x) 
* 
12 
5 
4 ** 
ways 
N 
" 4% 
LF 134 
4 FS 1 
7.499 
. 
** 
! : 
43.8; 
. [ 
us 
'K.. 


234 px VvES, 
« Yes,” ſaid I, * with energy, the whole 
of my life ſhall be devoted to him, and 
if his ſituation ſhould ever require ſuch | 
«a ſacrifice as he has made to my grand- 
« father, fired by the example he has ſer 
“ me, I would tear myſelf from the dear- 
« eſt object on earth, to preſerve him from 
danger but tell me Sir Edward, my 
« dear Sir Edward, pray tell me when I 
s peruſe the remaining pages of this preci- 
* ous manufeript, will it inform me of any 
* traits, by which I may diſcover when 
and where I have ſeen this already be- 
loved father? 7 222 


They will give you no ſatisfaction on 
that point,” replied Sir Edward. t 
*< would be robbing Lord Talbot of well- 
e earned happineſs, to wreſt from him the 
« privilege of removing the maſk that has 
_ .* hitherto concealed him from your know- 
_ .* ledge.—No my dear boy, there is none 
who can have a right to ſuperſede. his 
A "OP in the 3 tranſports by 
6 which. 
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« which nature will diſcover herſelf in the . 
« firſt glance, the firſt embrace, the firſt 
„half formed expreſſions, that announces 
« you to each other. | 


My heart was convinced, but my curi- 
oſity burnt with redoubled ardour, and al- 
though aſſured I ſhould meet with nothing 
that would gratify it in the manuſcript, I 
nevertheleſs aſked permiſſion of Sir Edward 
to finiſh the reading of it. He made me 
point out to him the ſentence at which E 
had arrived, when either my own feelings, 
or his preſence . interrupted my reſearches. 
We were both ſtanding, his hand reſted on 
my ſhoulder, and I ſhewed him that I left. 
off at that place which ſpoke almoſt in the 
ſame line of my birth, of my removal, ef 
my being preſſed in the arms of my pa- 
rents, and of my being baniſned from 
them. 


« If 1 ſuffer you,” faid he, withdraw 


ing the ow from my graſp, ec to purſue 5 
| * this 


this buſineſs further at preſent, your mind 
will be too much ſoftened, when it ſhould- 
e pe beſt fortified; I know the moving 
« powers of her whoſe hand has traced 
« thefe characters, I ſhall therefore keep 
them for your inſpection ; at a more diſ- 
ee tant period when the tears you ſhed over 
the memory of an amiable mother will 
not interfere to ſteal from your excellent 
* grandfather, thoſe which are now only 
due to himſelf.” ene 


— « Ah 1 cried I, « if indeed you fear to 

* truſt me with the papers, will you not at 
-* leaſt inform me what produced all thoſe 
% wonders in which my fate ſeems to have 
00 been involved,” from the hour that gave 
e me life to that u hich rendered it valua- 
e ble; j our protection and the maternal 
. tenderneſs of my beloved aunt?ꝰ 


« ſhall do ſo,” replied Sir Edward, 


- "Be aha e to > me whatever queſ- 
19. n tions 


ot 


F * 
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tions you pleaſe, and I will anſwer them 
« faithfully.” 


Was it in giving me exiſtence that my 
mother forfeited her own ?' | 


_« No, ſhe died of a decline ſeveral months 
« after ſhe had given you to the world. 


© And never—did the never,” —my ut- 
terance failed, ſobs choaked its e — 
my heart beat violently. 


1 A what you would aſk, — yes, 
you were privately conveyed to her, ſhe 
* embraced, ſhe bleſſed you, ſhe prayed 
*you might never diſgrace your origin, 
« her prayers aſcended to heaven, and the 
« petition of them has been granted.“ 


Dinner was juſt then announced, I did 
not feel ſorry for the interruption, we fat 
down to table, our meal was a ſolitary one, 
we ſaw nothing of doctor Rowney till the 

cloth 
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cloth was removed, when he left his pa- 
tient only for a moment to tell us that he 
ſlept quietly, and that ſome of his worſt 


ſymptoms had conſiderably abated. Sir 
Edward complained to him that I had eat 


little or nothing. He felt my pulſe, and 
acdviſed my lying down. His agitation has 


| produced ſome fever, ſaid he, a few hours 
reſt will reſtore him. I contended the point 


as long as J could, yet was at laſt forced to 
ſubmit, on condition that I ſhould be awak- 
ened before the conſultation took place; theſe 

conditions were promiſed but not complied 


with, they made me ſwallow a cordial, and 
my ſleep was prolonged, much beyond the 


limits of nature's own preſcribing. 


. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


A ſhort Review of Fuvemle Occurrences. 


I is twelve o'clock,” ſaid Sir Edward, 
whom I ſaw fitting by the ſide of my 

bed when J awoke the next morning, I 

« have been alarmed at your ſleeping ſo 
long, but if it has refreſhed you I am ſa- 

* tisfied.”” 


My ideas were at firſt ſo much confuſed, 
that I anſwered him with extreme incohe- 
| rence, which though only the effects of a 
too profound ſleep procured by art, ſeEme 
to terrify my kind uncle, z0”Was diſpatch- 
ing his ſervant to deſire the immediate at- 
| tendance 


240 |  DELVES, 


tendance of doctor Rowney, when having | 


come to my recollection I prevented him, 
begged his pardon for the error, into which 
my ſtupidity had led him, aſſured him of 

my perfect health, enquired after Lord Bell-. 


| haven, what I had to hope or fear from the 


ſentence of his phyſicians, and expreſſed 
my impatience to be admitted to his nut 


preſence. 


Sir Edward caught my hand, and faid 


gently, preſſing it between his-own, © con- 


« quer if poffible my dear child, that con- 
ce ſtitutional warmth, which early in life 
* occafioned you many inconveniencies, 
« which I have always tried to correct, 


ese but never ſhall ſucceed in my endea- 
* yours to rectify, unleſs you lend me 
0 your aſſiſtance; in the preſent circum- 


«. ftances, it is more particularly incum- 


bent on you to reſiſt the impetuoſity of 


£C: ** 


ur paſhons, the indulgence of them, 
ce. however a þ would be injurious to 


8 N n and might be fatal to 


5 05 
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re yourſelf, this diſorder of the mind may 
« he communicated to the body; ah! be- 
« loved Del ves, think how many there are 
* for whoſe felicity you are accountable, 
«whoſe very lives are wrapped in your 
" ſafety ; ; the leaſt indiſpoſition that attacks 


« you, inſpires me with terrors, I feel for 


« Lord Bellhaven, for Talbot, for Auguſta, 
« I feel for them all, and I alſo feel for my- 
« ſelf as intruſted with their deareſt trea - 
« fure, in which I am no ſmall ſharer,— 

« for all our ſakes will you not exert your- 
« ſelf in repreſſing the ardours of a diſpoſi- 
« tion ſo threatening to our beſt hopes, our 
« fondeſt expectations? 5 


Pee to the ſoul with To much 
goodneſs, I reſigned my will, my. withes, 


my very thoughts, to the diſpoſal of this 


tender guardian, and received without mur 


muring the interdiction he brought me 


from the faculty, that I was not to ſee my 

grandfather until their 

then unless his Erd ial be found in 
Vol. II. * . 


viſit, nor even 


19 


1 
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a ſtate of leſs irritation; to this 18 ad- 
ded Sir Edward, Lord Bellhayen has aſſent- 


ET TEST 


ed; the ſame reaſon by: which he j is influenc- 


ed, ſhould influence you; ; there are hopes. en- | 
tertained that i it is poſſible he may recover, 


and he now wiſhes to preſerve a life which 
has been doubly endeared to him ſince he 
has known the felicity of having a grandſon 
deſcended from his beloved Eleanor. , 


Sir Edward had W breakfaſt to be 
brought to my chamber, nor would permit 
me to get up, though I continued to aſſure 
him that I never found myſelf better. Hav- 


; ing at length prevailed on him to conſent 


that I ſhould riſe, he left me to viſit Lord 


Bellhaven, with whom he remained a con- 


fderable time; and the reſt of the day, 
though it appeared a very long one, he moſt 
agreeably filled up by recounting the chief 


events of my hiſtory, with which. I was be- 


fore net 


Such 
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Such parts as appertained to the deceaſe 
of my mother and to my father's miſery: 
on the occaſion, which afterwards when al- 
lowed” to reatl it in the language of Lady 
Eveline, found to be pathetic even to 
torture; thoſe he paſſed ſlightly over, but 
on every other ſubject, ſatisfied: my enqui- 
ries with minuteneſs, which although highly 
intereſting to the hero of his own tale, may 
with propriety be very much curtailed for 
the benefit, or rather the information of 
ſuch readers as he is ambitious of pleaſing. 
It is therefore that he chuſes ſometimes to 
put the connecting events of his hiſtory into 
a dreſs of peculiar ſhortneſs, in preference 
to the flowing robes of eloquence in 
which they were preſented to him by Sir 
Edward Eveline. | 


As it was neceſſary, for reaſons already. 
known, that my birth ſhould be carefully # 
concealed until that period arrived when it 

might be revealed to my grandfather with- by 
out prez judice to a life ſo Pa it was ö ; 
M - alſo | 


— — — — — 2 — — — —— — — _ — — 
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Allo neceſfary that certain perſons ſhould be 
appointed to the giardianſhip of my infan- 


cy; Papa Owen was much eſteemed in the 
fumily, not only for the talent of writing, 


hut for the ſimplicity of his manners, the 


rectitude of his heart, the evenneſs of his 
temper, and perhaps for the ſingularity of 
his figure. He alone was intruſted with 


the domeſtic ſecret; and provided every 
3 thing for my reception in Wales, to which 


country he was more attached than any 0 


mer; this was done long before I made my 


appearance, and it being likewiſe proper 
that one female ſhould be taken into the con- 


| trivance, he was conſulted as beſt knowing 
their ſeveral difpoſitions on which of the houſ- 
hold this confidence ſhould devolve, who 
Ay immediately decided in favour of Winifred, 


auſe ſhe was a ſteady maiden whoſe ſi- 


tence might be depended on, and becauſe 


ſhe had promiſed to become his ſervant 
whenever he retired to enjoy the ſweets of 
independence. The whole plan thus ſettled, I 


Was 3 y conveyed from under the pa- 
2:1 ternal 
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ternal roof, to 123 Owen's ſnug: habita- 1 
tion; how I afterwards conducted myſelf, is 1 
it not written in the firſt chapters of thls 


ye * eden faid Sir Munch vo bach. 
ed you himſelf from Wales to gratify in 
te her laſt moments the wife he adored, and 5 
* your viſit was ſo contrived, as to render 
the motive of it unſuſpected; you were 
attended by your nurſe, who carried ydu 
« back to your adopted father, at a mo- 
* ment when the grief of your real father 
© had nearly conducted him to the tomb of 
« his departed treaſpre ; time, aided by the 
* cqnfſcious reflection of having performed 
* all his duties, reſtored him to compoſure, | 
of which health is generally the attendant; 
<« the rooted affection he ever eviticed| for 


« the beſt of parents, made him conquer bf 


the difficulties that oppoſed its exer- | 


„ tions, he attended him ts ſooth- 


Th M "y 3 : contradifiion 
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contradicton threw him into agonies the 
1 moſt terrifying,” yet for the ſpace of thir- 

_ #Fiteen years, he continued to receive the 

* occaſional viſits of a numerous acquaint- 

« ance, and to behave ſo rationally for the 

.* few hours they remained his gueſt, that 

though every body wondered at his ſtrange 

- "Sdeclufion from the world, nobody ſurmiſed 

| - Fthg cauſe; but for this unfortunate decep- 

tion, ſome part of that caution in reſpect 
| . © to yourſelf, might have been relaxed, the 

ſtrictneſs with which the ſecret has been 

c preferved proceeded from fear, the fear 

e that if there had been more confidants of 

| -* your, birth, as long as your grandfa- 
t ther would admit all forts of company, 

* ſome of them would be the means of 
. © communicating what it would be fatal 

for him to know; it was a dread of this 

* misfortune which made him fo carefully 

„ conceal himſelf from a ſon doubly endear- 

. * cd to him by nature, and the . of 
dy. his beloved Eleanor.” - 
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ORD Talbot,” | eontinned my. uncle, 
thou gh forced ſeeming] y to, aban- 
cc « don, was very far from neglecting. ** ; 
« beſides the confidence he repoſed in the 
ec honeſt-hearted man, who you conſidered W 

« ag your father, for the care he would = 
« take of your infancy, as well as perfectly hy 
« ſatisfied with Winifred's attention to your $ 
ee health and perſon, he had nevertheleſs a 
« friend, whom he prevailed upon to take 

you under his protection; can you not. 

* gueſs who it is I mean?” added he. 


M 4 " —_ 


— 
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- Yes, certainly, I replied, © it muſt be 
« Mr. Darcy, none but my father or your- 
« ſelf, can ever have loved me as he has 
« done.” 

C Indeed, 8 he rejoined, + you are miſ- 
« taken : Mr. Darcy is very well known, 
* and very worthily honoured with the 

* eſteem of Lord Talbot; nay his frequent 
* excurſions to Wales, I believe, was almoſt 
« on your account; he too was in the ſe- 
e cret, but dear as you was to him, both 
& for your own, and the fake of your pa- 


rents, yet it did not ſuit his convenience 


< to refide conſtantly near you ; this was a 


«taſk of friendfhip reſerved for Colonel 


« Godolphin, with "_— family oe edu- 
* cation commenced. . 


V. 


4 LAs lai of Godolphin, my whole 


foul was put in motion, and at the recol- 
lection of thoſe fweet hours, when Agnetta 
4 was all my own, I felt fick at heart, my 


eyes grew dim; I ſtarted up; 1 ſtaggered 
: to 
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to the window, pretending to have ſeen 
ſome object on the lawn, that had ſuddenly 
attracted my notice; I threw up the faſh, 
and the air brought mea little to my fenſes. 
I would have died, rather than have dif- 
cloſed my own weaknefs, 'and the triumph 


of Lady Charles Harley. Oh God, at that 
moment how did 1 hate her huſband!” | 


I faw Sir Edward ſmile as I returned 
again and re- ſeated myſelf by his ſide, he 
took no notice of my mancœuvre, but went 
on as if the converſation had not ſuffered 
any interruption. He next informed me, 
that being intimate with Lord Talbot, he 
had many opportunities of ſeeing my ait, 
that he loved her for her chains and ador- 
ed her for her virtues, but was in deſpair at 
the ſeeming impoſſibility of obtaining her 
hand. Lord Bellhaven's conſent, in his 
then whimſical ſtate, could not be hoped 


= for ; and like her ſiſter, ſhe would have 


yielded up her life, her love, her every hap- 


mb to the gratitude ſhe owed him. 
NM 5 _—_— _ 
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This ance was. hardly more deſired 
by themſelves, than by my father, becauſe 
if it could be accompliſhed, it was agreed, 
that the new married couple, ſhould take 
me under their immediate protection ; a 
thouſand efforts were made to bring about 
an event, on which the felicity of ſo many 
individuals depended, but all were alike 
unſucceſsful, until Doctor Rowney hinted | 
to my grandfather, that a mutual affection 
he feared had taken place, between Miſs 
Delves, and Lord Talbot ; the very firſt 
ſuggeſtion of ſuch a misfortune, produced 
the moſt alarming conſequences ; his rav- 
ings were intolerable, but as ſoon as they 

had; in ſome degree ſubſided, my aunt fell 

at his feet, as was before concerted, pre- 
4 ſenting herſelf as the ſacrifice to his peace 
of mind, by giving up all thoughts of his 
| fon, and 26 aide Sir Edyard Eveline for 
her huſband. 


This lucky . the Rs one that 
could probably have been effectual, pro- 
duced 
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duced a train of conſequences the moſt 
delightful. Lord Bellhaven not only con- 
ſented to Sir Edward's marriage with his 
ward, but hurried on the match with ſuch 
rapidity, as kept pace with the impatience 
of all parties. My father choſe to be abſent, 

_* whilſt the preliminaries were arranging, and 
did not return, till after the union was com 
pleated, when he had the happineſs of ſee- 

ing them depart for Wales, to take under 
their charge the little raſcal, who about 
that very time had commenced his travels, 
under no other director than governor 

_ Trimbuſh. SE OY 


To make their expedition afſume the 
form of pleaſure, theſe dear guardians re- 
preſſed their eagerneſs, and inſtead of ſet- 
ting out poſt, travelled in ſtile, with ſplen- 
did equipages ; a princely ſuit, and full di- 

_ rections from my father, for the whole plan 
of their proceeding, as ſoon as they had got 
me into their poſſeſſion; one of its moſt 
ſtriking features, was, that I ſhould be 
7255 M 6 ſhown 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


embraced by the antient ſons of chivalry, 
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. ſhown. by them to my grandfather on our 


way to Eveline Lodge, merely to try what 


effect the ſight of me might have on the 


tender heart, but clouded reaſon of his 
own beloved and compaſſionated parent ; 
he could not witneſs the interview ; he 
owned he had not reſolution to ſupport it, 


and withdrew himſelf from the Caſtle, at 


the time when we were expected to arriye 
there. , 


Sir Eder and Lady Eveline alighted 
at the houſe of Colonel Godolphin, the bet- 
ter to conceal the motive of their journey, 
intending to carry me off privately ; they 
had diſpatched a note to Papa Owen, that 


8 he ſhould be there to meet them and bring 


me with him; he obeyed their ſummons in 
part, he conveyed his own perſon thither, it 


was all he could do, the. ſon of Lord Tal- 


bot, and the heir of Bellhaven, being juſt 
then particularly engaged in a ſort of knight 
errantry, perhaps leſs honourable than that 


yet - 
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yet altogether as uſeful, for if I was not 
relieving diſtreſſed young damſels, fighting 
dragons, and contending with Genii, I was 
comforting an old dame, fighting againſt 
the enemies of her repoſe, and diſenchant- 
ing the bewitched. 


Whoever is travelling through the road 


of life, poſſeſſes in general the happy knack 
of painting his own proſpects, wherefare no 
object is introduced which may foretel 
croſſes and diſappointments. It might have 
been better for Sir Edward and Lady Eve- 
line, if they could have foreſeen that I had 


made my elopement, than to be told when 


they expected to hold me in their arms, 


that I had ran away, been purſued, but 


could no where be found. It may be as 
_ eaſy to count the falling drops of a haſty 
ſhower, as to number the tears this dreadful 
relation drew from the eyes of my tender 


aunt, which nothing could have dried UP, 
but the appearance of Alexander, who had 


10 ſoaner aſſured them that the young gen- 
Yeman, 
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n for whom they made their lamen- | 


tations, was ſafe and in good keeping, 
than joy ſuperſeded ſorrow, and in the 


 wildneſs of its language, many expreſſions 


had formed of my gentilit 


were dropped; ſome of which in a calmer 


moment, it was feared might be too well 


underſtood by the honeſt ſoldies, and he 
was ſworn to all ſorts of ſecrecy, before he 
was rewarded for his good offices with a 


place about _ perſon. 


| Meer gave a plain ſimple narrative 
of how he had met with me, the opinion he 
7, and his reſo- 


' lution to carry the inforniqtion of my pre- 


ſent ſituation to Colonel Darcy; when he 
found by my ſpeaking of that gentleman, 
that I was well known to him; the only 
deviation he made from truth, in the whole 


of his recital, was when he ſpoke of the land- 


lord, with whom he had left me in pledge 


for his-reckoning, as well as for the horſe, 


which without permiſſion, he had taken 


— 


from the ſtables. On this man he beſtow- 
ET. e ed 
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ed all the ornaments of hoſpitality, and at 
the time that he had turned me out of doors, 
vas averring to Lady Eveline, that I ſhould 
be taken as much care of in his abſence, as 
if I was under the roof of my own father ; 
which falſe account fitted the miad of her 
Ladyſhip to remain the gueſt of Colonel 
Godolphin a few days, in order to lay their 
plans; refreſh themſelves, and have their 
carriages repaired ; in the mean time the 
figure of Alexander had undergone ſo 
compleat a metamorphoſis, that when by a 
few hours he preceded the family, neither 
the landlord or his wife knew him again ; 
nor ſhould I have penetrated through his 
. diſguiſe, when he ſurpriſed me in the cot= - 
tage of mother Jenkings, unleſs he had re- 
vealed himſelf more by his expreſſions than 
92 his n. | 


With my hiſtory from this period, until 
my removal to Oxford, none of my readers 
are unacquainted ; of my extravagant con- 
duct, during the few months I remained 

- 


* 
= 


—_ DELVES, N : 


at College, they have alſo had ſome ſpect- 
mens, but perhaps they do not ſurmiſe 
that Alexander's Jew friend was a creature 
of the imagination, or. that owed my re- 
call, as well as the laſt remittance from Sir 
Edward, to my faithful eſquire's perſonal 
repreſentation of the extreme miſery 1 
was plunged into, by the demanded loan of 

three hundred pounds, of which I did not 
poſſeſs three hundred ſhillings. 


« Your father,” faid Sir Edward Eveline, 
« ſet no bounds to your expences, nor was 
« I at firſt much concerned at your expe- 
« dition in ſquandering the many, and con- 
« ſiderable ſums of money remitted to you. I 
« could truſt to the aſſurances of your tutor, 
* that they were not laviſhed on your own 
* vices, and as long as you employed them to 
« the purpoſes of benevolence, howeyer miſ- 
taken the objects, I gave you credit, even 
* for your credulity ; but ſome anonymous 
«* ſeribbler, treacherouſly aſſaſſinate your 


character; I treated ſuch information 
« with 


3 


— 
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e with the contempt it deſerved, it was 
< then that I ſent you a freſh ſupply, under 
«4 blank cover, and that I might judge of 
« your œconomical management. I ſoon 
< after called upon you for a loan, which it 

r was not in your power to make; and if 
t this circumſtance gave me ſoine trouble, 
e the ingenious confeſſton it drew from you 
« occaſioned a much higher degree of plea- 
* ſure, but before your letter arrived, Alex- 
c ander in a ſtate of deſperation anticipat- 
4 ed your generpus!' confidence, pleaded 
« your cauſe with honeſt warmth, and cal- 
* led over in rank and file, an army of vir- 
te tues, more numerous than I believe with 
«all your good qualities have inliſted un- 
« der your banner; he painted you an an- 

e gel of light, without one dark ſhade to 

© heighten the portrait, or give it the 

e ſtamp of nature. I pauſed between the. 
te very different accounts I had ſo lately re- 

ceived, balancing the partiality of a 

« faithful domeſtic, againſt the malice of a 

e ſecret enemy, and took the reſolution of 
© requeſting 
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« requeſting your company until I had 
« written to your father, intending to ad- 
« yiſc-him, that you ſhould rather make the 
« tour of Europe, than return any more to 
ec the Univerſity ; where with the beſt; in- 
e clinations in the world, you might not be 
always able to keep yourſelf out of i incon- 
a venient Kruanions,”” 31 n en or: 


7 
7 


k 1 kifled the hang this ri 3 
and if there is eloquence in ſilence, I muſt 
have been eloquent in my expreſſions of ac- 
eee 110071 0-8 ie 
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/// OSA ONT 

EXPECTED to have been preſented to 
my grandfather after the conſultation, 
and waited for the phyſician's. arrival with 
ſuch viſible anxiety, that Sir Edward, who 

watched every turn of my countenance, 
ſeemed to partake of my torturing ſitua- 
tion. Doctor Rowney ſeldom left the 
apartment of his patient; if he joined us 
for a moment, the intelligence he brought 
with him was unſatisfactory, he never va- 
ried in his opinion, that the termination 
would be fatal, nor ſcrupled to declare his 
diſapprobation of protracting an interview, 
1 the 
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1260 * | DELVES, 
the very expeſtation of which diſturbed 
his Lordſhip's repoſe, agitated his ſpirits, 
and increaſed his fever; yet. he withſtood. 
the ſtrongeſt intreaties of introducing me, 
unleſs. approyed by his brethren öf the fa- 
culty; for whoſe deciſion, I waited with 
as much impatience as if my own exiſtence 
had ce on their ſentence. 

3 7 hey ee — * conſilted ; they 
W ;—but though unanimous, that 
na hope-remained, ſtill in their wiſdom they 
would have put off the interview, for which 
any; heart-panted ;. they ſaw me in deſpair ; 

they ohms their RR and „ ue 


£ 3211 


St «Now, wh -ſakd: Doctor 5 ax ſoon 
as their backs were turned, I drop my 
e phyſical character which has hitherto held 
t me amenable to the rules of my profeſſion, 
_ £4 and aſſuming that of friendſhip, unfet- 
t tered by forms, I ſhall freely adviſe, that 
ee the laſt moments of Lord Bellhaven be 


* — as eaſy as poſſible, and that the 
bleſſing 


. 


9 
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* 


tc bleſſing which his ſmall. remains of 
« ſtrength has been exhauſted to implore, 


« be no longer withheld from him; there 
« js no time to be loſt,” added he, and if I 
have your permiſſion, I will go to prepare 
cc him for a weight of felicity, which if de- 
« ferred a few hours later, he will be much 
« leſs able to ſupport.” 


Sir Edward highly approved the propo- 


ſition, they went out together, and I was 


left alone, though not ſolitary; my ima- 
gination being crouded with images of dif- 


ferent complexions, the faireſt of which 


was certainly Lady Charles Harley, and I. 


aſked myſelf, now that I was in a ſituation 
to demand her hand, if I would do ſo ſup- 


poſing her Lord ſhould make his exit? I 
preſented her to my view, in the bud-of 
beauty, in the very act of forming that fa- 
vourite, but fatal garland, which firſt taught 
me to love, and told me I was beloved; I 


ſaw the bud unfold, I retraced the grateful - 
ſweetneſs it ſhed upon me, whulſt yet un- 


ſullied 1 


ſullied by the daubing of art. I gave her 


every poſſible chance for ſtepping out of 
her weeds, if ever ſhe ſhould ſtep into them; 


but after all, my heart anſwered the queſ- 


tion I had put to it, in the negative. No, 


Vit replied, I never will "by: the 


of any man's widow! 

Sir Edward returned to conduct me to 
my grandfather, * ſoon you will be called 
< upon,” ſaid he, * to repreſent the Lord 
« of this manſion, the ſpirit of Its preſent 


« maſter is impatient to take its flight, 


« and only hovers round its frail tenement, 
te until you have received the paternal bleſ- 
« ſing ; there is nothing very frightful in 
c ſceing a good man expire,” added he, on 
perceiving me tremble, © it is only when 
«c guilt ſtruggles with death, * the con- 
« teſt 1s terrible. | 


At this awful moment every frivolous 
idea, every object that had before occupied 
my thou oughts, even love and Agnetta, fled 

before 
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before the terrors with which J was over- 
whelmed as approaching the preſence of 
that parent, from whom I muſt be ſeparat- 
ed at the inſtant I was reſtored to him; I 
held by the arm of Sir Edward, and as he 
led me to the ſide of the bed, my ſoul was 
pierccd by the half ſuppreſſed groans, which 
iſſued from within the curtains, © ah,” ex 


claimed I, mentally, © what a winding up of 


* human grandeur is here ! whether peers 
« or beggars, all are alike the children of 
« diſeaſe, and the victims of death.“ 


I made this obſervation, whilſt my trem- 
bling ſteps were arreſted, by a ſignal from 


Doctor Rowney to keep out of ſight 3 the” 


agitation of his patient having brought on 
a ſpaſm, which convulſion he waited to 
ſubdue, before he would permit me to ap- 
proach ; at length it ſubſided, I heard my- 
felf called upon in a voice muffled, and al- 
moſt indiſtinct. I ſhall never,” it ſaid, 
« never ſee my grandſon, you will let me 
« die without beholding him.“ 2+: 
fe 
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W _ DELvVBs, - 
He is here my good Lord/” a ae 
1 W en 


« Where! where!” ctied TI in a i 
tone. 905 | | 


4. had wes on my knees, and lad my 
face on his burning hand, which I covered 


with _y tears. 


A filence- full of excruciating feelings, 
took place of expreſſion ; Doctor Rowney 
preſented a cordial to his patient, and Sir 
Edward forced me to ſwallow ſome water; 
with their aſſiſtance, my grandfather lifted 
himſelf on his pillows, and caſting his arms 
around me, preſſed me to his heart, and we 
mingled our ſobs together ; he tried to ar- 
ticulate, the effort produced new ſtruggles ; 
they dragged me from his hold, and would 
have conveyed me out of the apartment ; I 
reſiſted their endeavours, but retired to a 
diſtant corner, where reſting my forchead 


againſt the wainſcoat, I wept plentifully. 
” : Sir 
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Sir Edward endeavoured to ſooth the 
violence of my ſorrow, by the moſt tender 
and ſenſible admonitions. © I neither 
ce blame, or applaud,” ſaid he, the emo- 


ce tions you can no more be accountable for 


© than it is in your power to prevent them; 
« but although the language of nature will 
« make itſelf heard, reaſon may attune it 


« to moderation; and I ſhall not eaſily for- 


* give the want of exertion on your part, 


« to uſe that underſtanding of which you 


« are maſter, in order to promote by your 
c compoſure, the tranquillity of Lord Bell- 
ee haven, and preſerve to yourſelf that por- 
« tion of health ſo neceſſary to the felicity 
ce of your father, as well as to the happineſs 
e of your friends; theſe tumultuous paſſions 


e are unfriendly to the conſtitution, by 


59 


« which they generated, therefore 


He was interrupted—my grandfather had 
recovered his ſpeech, and called vehement 


ly upon Lord Talbot. I ran towards him, 
flung myſelf on his neck, and cried out, 


Vor. II. N | « Oh 
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* Oh my father, the bleſſing you would 
* beſtow on Lord Talbot, let it be confer- 
red on his ſon, who loves you, honours 
« you, would lay down his life for you.” 


© Merciful Creator, I thank thee !” ſaid 
he, * ſo would have ſpoken his father! ſo 
* would have ſpoken his mother! her 
e mortal image ſtands before me, her im- 
© mortal form I ſhall again recognize in 
te the boſom of her Saviour, and of my Sa- 
te yiour ! of her God, and of my God! 


Not yet! Oh not yet!” I cried ; my 
tears ſtreamed afreſh, but I did not weep 
alone, Sir Edward and Doctor Rowney 
could not reſtrain their own. 


The more apparently we were agitated, 
the more Lord Bellhaven's compoſure in- 
| creaſed. © Beloved ſon of my beloved Tal- 
* bot,” ſaid he, © moderate your too eager 
«* deſires forlengthening an exiſtence, which 


«c *« has hitherto been the ſource of your miſ- 
wer lordunes, 
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« fortunes ; but for my unhappy malady, 
e but for the ſacrifices of unexampled duty, 
of unprecedented filial affection, you 


« would not have been exiled from the 


1 protection of the paternal | roof, from the 
« foſtering care of ——”* 7 


He pauſed, and breathed with ſo much 


difficulty, that Doctor Rowney requeſted 
his Lordſhip would at preſent make no 
further exertions ; and when able to ſpeak 
again, he ſeemed to have forgot what it was 
that he had been ſaying, and only deſired, 
that all his domeſtics might be ſummoned 
to his chamber. Sir Edward and the phy- 
ſician looked on each other, as diſinclined 
to admit ſo many intruders; the meaning 
of their looks was underſtood by my grand- 
father, he ſeemed irritated that his orders 
Jhould be diſputed, and ſaid “ if Talbot was 
.<< preſent, he Ow not heſitate to ** 
. c me 
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His commands were executed without 
oppoſition; the houſehold were ſoon after 
aſſembled, when my grandfather announced 
me to them as the ſon of Lord Talbot, the 
heir of his honours, and the maſter to 
whom on his deceaſe, and before the re- 


turn of their Lord, they were required to 


transfer the obedience, the duty, the fide- 


lity he had experienced in their long and 


faithful ſervices; they were afterwards per- 
mitted to kiſs his hand, an honour they re- 
ceived on their bended knees, the expreſſion 
of their ſorrow was reſpectful, not loud, and 
before they retired, they paid me the ho- 


mage which their en Lord had ex- 


acted. | 
The ſcene was ſhort, but extremely pa- 


thetic, Lord Bellhaven faid « he was more 
« at eaſe, now that the interview with his 

« grandſon was over, the tranſports of 
« which had been allied to torture, and 
« more fatisfied in having eſtabliſhed the 
« legitimacy of my birth in the preſence of 
% ſo many witneſſes, as muſt prevent its 

” ever 
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nd 


tc ever being, diſputed by any other Heir, 
« ſhould I happen to be deprived of my 
* father, before he could return to ac 
knowledge me in the face of the world.“ 


During the night he had many intervals. 
of caſe, which he employed in ſpeaking of 
his ſon, of Lady Eveline, regretting their 
abſence, praying for their happineſs, in- 
ſtructing me, bleſſing all, and in giving. 
directions for his funeral. 


He ordered, that in ſix days after his de- 
ceaſe, his body ſhould be conveyed. to Caſ- 
tle Talbot, there depoſited by the ſide of: 
his Counteſs, and large diſtributions. made. 


to the neighbouring poor, by the hands of 


my father or myſelf, the day following that. 
of his interment. He only ſurvived till- 
ſeven o'clock in the morning, when he ex- 
pired in my arms, as an infant. falling aſleep. 
on the boſom of its nurſe. May ſuch, oh. 
reader, be the end of thee,” and.. of. me, in 
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all but in his anos weren wy: we 
eee ee 1 Dll 


C HAP. XX. 


Apology 1 the laſt 


F I continue any pal in the Rain of 
mournfuls, it may be well enough doubt- 

ee from the evident difference in the ſtile 
of my firſt and laſt pages, whether all parts 
of this delightful Hiſtory are written by my- 
ſelf, whereby calling its authenticity very 
much in queſtion. I therefore after aſking 
pardon for my preſuming to introduce 
death ſo familiarly to circles where his pre- 
: ſence is not deſired, or his reception pre- 
pared for, humbly avow myſelf author of 
„„ 2 


8 


8 
3 
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che firſt, laſt, and every future chapter, pro- 
miſing to intrude no more ſuch terrifying 
objects, but henceforth to draw a curtain 
berween my faſhionable readers, and old fa. 


mioned nnn 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


 Hononrs compared to Rojes. 


father not arriving in time but 

ſtop perhaps it may be expected that 
10 ſhould declare what were my feelings on 
parting with the name of Delves, in ex- 
change for the title of Lord Talbot ,—why . 
in truth I was neither intoxicated or ren 5 5 bo: 
dered ſavage by exaltation, my pleaſure was JW 
meliorated by pain, the very means through 0 
N 4 —_ 


lll 
which I attained dignity, prevented me 
from extravagance in the poſſeſſion of it, 
and other reflections on my early excurſions, 
kept down my impatience, and held me 
within the bounds of humility —beſides, 
having long ſuppoſed myſelf a gentleman 
without ever acknowledging any diſtinc- 
tion between that and a nobleman, I was as 
_ little gratified by my new honours as a man 
Who has a bunch of roſes held to his noſe, 
juſt as he has found a deficiency in that 
organ at which he might have * 
their fragrance. 

My father, as I was ſaying, not being ar- 
rived when the remains of my grandfather 
were to be removed for interment, and Sir 
Edward from the ſituation of my aunt not 
being able to make one of the party into 
Wales, doctor Rowney and 1 ſet out toge- 
ther in a poſt chaiſe, leaving the hearſe to 

be followed by ſeveral coaches, filled with | 
the late Earl's domeſtics. 


Sir 


Sir Edward left nothing to my inexperi- 
ence, every thing was regulated by himſelf, . 
nor did he leave us till the laſt moment. 
He had permitted me to ſend for Alexan- 
der who joined us the evening preceding our 
melancholy journey, and being quite as good 
a courtier, as he had hitherto evinced him 
ſelf a ſoldier; he very well knew. how to 
adapt his ſtile to the two extremes of con- 
dolence and congratulation; with a tear on 
one cheek, a grin on the other, he was ſor- 
ry to ſee my honour's lordſhip in trouble, 
burt he was glad to ſee my honour a Lord, 


though his whole generation had fallen i in 
the. ſcramble. | 


3 N *# 


Ther: kind, and conſoling, were the 
dear contents of the letter he brought with 
him from my beloved aunt ; ſhe lamented 
the death of my grandfather, as ſhe would 
have done that of her own parent, but ſhe * 
bid me hope that the vacancy in my heart, - : 
would ſoon be filled up by a father who 9 
adored me, that by the time I ſhould return 
„ from 
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from performing the filial office on which 
TI was: embarking, ſhe expected to preſent 
to me a new relation, for whom ſhe be- 
| * ſpoke ſome part of that tenderneſs I had 
ſhewn for its mother, and ended by ſaying, 
that when I thought proper to give her a 
niece, ſhe was ſure it would be ſuch a one 
as ſhe ſhould love, for her own ſake, as 
well as for mine. Never, ſaid I, kiſſing 
the letter, and placing it in my boſom, 
never my good mamma, never will I put 
| you to the trial, Agnetta is married. 
| Delves will never nr. | 


hy thing being in readineſs for our 
departure, I fignified to Sir Edward that 
with his approbation I ſhould like befors 
I came back, to viſit ſome of my old ac- 
| quaintances, particularly Papa Owen, and | 
his handmaiden Winifred. He readily aſ- 
ſented, promiſing at my defire to ſend off 
80 expreſs the moment he ſhould know of 
my father's arrival, and adding with a 
fil, let your firſt compliments be paid to. 
= 4054 A | Colonel 
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Colonel Godolphin, and if you ſhould hap-- 
pen to fall in love with his daughter, Lord. 
Bellhaven will throw no impediments in 


the way of your union; Henrietta is form 


ed to make you ſurrender that heart which 


your general indifference for the ſex, ren-. _ 


dered inſenſible to thoſe of her elder ſiſter. 


What did I not feel at a charge ſo home, 


ſo ill. founded, what burning bluſhes flew. 


into my face to contradict. the aſſertion, 


what ſtrong evidences to the contrary might 
have been adduced from the heſitation with: 


which I replied, that I had no deſire, no- 
expectation, no hope, to—to—to—profit: 


by the indulgence of Lord Bellhaven, — 
did not know. had never ſuppoſed that. 
they were in Wales, - fhould I go. beyond. 


Caſtle Talbot, —I might to be ſure give. 5 
them a call, if it was not too much out. 


of my way. bur. and chere by made. 4 | 


2 


NL. 
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0 Out of your way my lord, how is that 
4; « poſſible ?”? retorted Sir Edward, © you 
talk of viſiting Owen, and if you have 
cc not entirely forgot the ſituation of his 
* houſe, you muſt remember it is not two 
hundred yards from the Colonel's.” 


But my dear fir, do you conſider what 
« my impatience muſt be to ſee my fa- 
| « * ther : 3 


. I thought that affair had been ſet- 
7 i tled. 7, 


— * Why yes, you was ſo Rk to ſay you 
9h, 4 would ſend me the earlieſt intelligence, 
b but perhaps it might be more proper 
| 77 that r . 


13 As you vleaſe,” faid Sir Edward cool- 
ph. only as Lady Charles Harley is in a 

. bad ſtate of health, her father may take 
it n if you ſhew yourſelt in 
a Naw, £ 
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＋ « Wales, without at leaſt 1 to n | 
« after them. 


All the blood that before had mounted 
into my face, ruſhed back to my heart; has 
« ſhe been long ill?” I aſked, ſtriving after 
compoſure as a man ſtrives for breath in 
the act of . | 
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« Tt is not very long ſince a decline has a 

« been apprehended, and goat's milk ad- 1 

« viſed; you know they are a family of 

love, ſo when Lady Charles accepted 
« her father's invitation they would eve 

« one of them accompany her, even the f 

e lovely, lively Henrietta, who I muſt re- 

«« peat, is a moſt charming woman, would 

e not be prevailed upon by all the joys of : 1 

« diſſipation, to remain in town when re- 

« tirement was thought neceſſary t to the re- i 

0 covery of her ger"; I RE S I 


E etta ill dee, dy ing,—Oh' if Ws * 
| ole. 


275 eee 
would but live, though I ſaw her no 
: more ,—though the wife'of another, —yet 1 
could bear it, — I could bear every misfor- 
tune except that death ſnould prematurely 
© erop that ſweet bloſſom, which before it 
was half blown, I had ſo loved, ſo cheriſh- 
ed, ſo adored, — theſe were my thoughts 
but my words had no relationſhip to them, 
my voice on the contrary acquired. firmneſs, 
it was the firmneſs of deſpair, and I made 
Sir Edward believe that J ſhould: certainly 
endeavour to fee the family, and hoped: 
to bring him better tidings of Lady 
Charles Ry” than he ſeemed os 


pect.. 


. Why, to can che Nutz, Ai ſaid he, 
© my hopes are already ſufficiently ſanguine, 
J only deſire you might confirm to me the 
- © good accounts I have lately received from 
her father reſpecting her ladyſhip- I pre- 
by ſent ſtate of commleſcence,”” 
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In appearance I loſt none of my charac- 
teriſtic indifference, I only ſaid, © that it 
cc yyould give me pleaſure to be the meſſen- 
« ger of any event deſired by him,” al- 
though at the ſame time ready to cry out 
in tranſports and bleſs the tongue that had 
announced Agnetta in a ſtate of convaleſ= 


Cence. 
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« You are a very extraordinary young 
*« man,” replied my uncle, with a ſcru- 
tinizing look which ſent my eyes to the 
ground, you certainly like Lady Charles 
Harley too much, or too little, elſe how 
comes it that you take no perſonal inte- 
< reſt in her recovery? —if too much, your 1 
© conduct is noble, but if you ceaſe tore= * 
« member the Colonel and his family with - 
* kindneſs, it will be the only inſtance iv 
which you have forgotten the friends of 8 
« your youth, therefore the more unac⸗ —_— 
« countable.” 55 


1 was ſenſible the £ 
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Guels if this . to my feelings ſeri 


| ed to revive my courage, on the contrary, 


I blundered out a very fooliſh defence, 
pleading I don't know what nonſenſe, as 
an excuſe for my ingratitude to the Godol- 
phins ; © they ſeemed to care,” I ſaid, * as 
« little for me, as I did for them, that I 
« thought Lady Charles had uſed me ex- 


e rremely ill, when I met her at the opera; 
 . ©] accufed her of vanity, of coquetry, 
of all the evil that ever entered into wo- 


« man, for preſuming to play off airs that 


20 arrogated to herſelf the power of . 


* menting me.“ 


« You 5 ſo faſt,” cried Sir Edward, 
ſmiling, © there is no comprehending you.“ 
arge was a true one, 


and ſmiling in my turn, I quitted both the 
ſubject and himſelf, to avag "Ig diſ- 
treſſing i interrogations. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


A great deal in a ſmall Compaſs, 


OCTOR Rowney did not find me the 


agreeable travelling companion, on my 


return to Wales, that I had made myſelf 


to Sir Edward and Lady Eveline, when 
they forcibly conveyed me from it. 1 had 
no adventures to relate, no characters to 
draw, no queſtions to aſk ; the melancholy 
occaſion 'of our journey, gave a colouring 
of reaſon to the ſadnefs of my diſpoſition, 
ſo that I was ſuffered to enjoy with few in- 
terruptions, a delightful ſilence which eve- 
ry moment grew more and more intereſting, 


for in fact I was laying plans how I might 


gratify my ſenſes with the light of Agnetta 
unſeen 
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282 8 brfvss, * 
unſeen by her, and unknown by the * 
mily. 


We er at Caſtle Talbot ſome hours 
preceding the hearſe and its attendants, 
when on jumping from the carriage, I 
found myſelf in the arms of Colonel Go- 
dolphin, the laſt man in the world I wiſh- 
ed, or expected would be there to receive 
me; the warmth of affection with which I 
was uſed to behold him rekindled, as he 
prefſed me to his heart. It was the father 
of Agnetta,— he had never offended me. 
when he beſtowed her on another, he knew 
not that he aſſaſſinated the ſoul of my hap- 
pineſs; all theſe ideas ruſhed at once upon 
me, overthrew all my counterfeit hardineſs, 
my head dropped on his ſhoulder, and , | 
112. like an infant. 


7 Miſtaking the 5 of my agitation, as 


3 doctor Rowney had done that of my ſilence, 
| theſe two kind friends did and faid every 
. thing which came into their thoughts ta 


1 25 youu. > 
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quiet my emotions; under this error I ſhel- 
tered my confuſion, they ſupported me at 
the interment of my grandfather, and the 
next day aſſrſted me to fulfil his charitable 
donations, by which a numerous poor were 


relieved from a ſtate of anxious indigence . 


to one of eaſe and comfort; they paid the 
reverence due to the memory of their be- 


nefactor, I was a ſharer in their prayers 


and their bleſſings, they were certainly re- 


giſtered in heaven, for on the ſame hour | 


NI 0 dawn te morn of FP felicity. 


«] 6880 to be een it is „ impoſtible I 
* ſhould go with you,” faid I, in anſwer 
to Colonel Godolphin's importunities, that 


I would return with him and * ſome gy 
at his houſe. mee 


7 00E underſtand your lordſhip,” he re- 
- plied, © thoſe who have loved Delves, muſt 
earn to revere Lord "Talon" Mos 
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Oh for the love of * IJ cried, 
« do not hate, do. not deſpiſe, .do not de- 
ec grade me, do not render me below con- 
« tempt.” I covered. my face with my 
hands, and ran from him with an air of 
| deſperation, that touched him with com- 
paſſion ; he followed me to the further end 
of the room, and brought me to myſelf, 
by a thouſand. affectionate expreſſions, aſ- 
ſured me he had ſpoken in jeſt, begged me 
to forgive the pain he had cauſed me, and 
renewed his entreaties that I would, accom- 
panied by doctor Rowney, ſet out with him 
the next morning, adding, that the ſight 
* of me would cure his neighbour Owen of 
* the. gout, —delight-the heart of Mrs. Go- 
« dolphin,—renovate the ſpirits of 8 | 


13 ta, find employment for Henrietta, — 
e and do honour to his ſon, my old ſchool- 


* fellow, who having finiſhed the labours 
A of ſtudy, had made ſqme progreſs in the 
E art of politeneſs, as well as in the polite: 


5 C arts,” beſides, continued he, although 


1 you ou cannot be intereſt for my daugh- 
3 wy 8 ct ter 
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* ter Harley, on her own account, yet for 
. my fake, will you not ſacrifice a little 
r portion of your time, to give her the be- 
« nefit of doctor ure 8 advice * | 


=" "oy Good God! exclaimed I, being 
thrown off my guard, by certain expreſ- 
fions, which confuſed without relieving 
me; Good God, is it you fir, that can 
© upbraid me with being unintereſted in 
«the health of Lady Charles Harley?” 


« You are ſo irritable my young friend,” 
replied the Colonel, © that I have always 
* the ill fortune to put your feelings in mo- 
tion, I fimply ſuppoſed you could not 
ce be particularly concerned. for a perſon, 
« who has not the honour of being known 

to your lordſhip.” “ Not know Lady 
Charles Harley!“ - You may poſſibly 
have ſeen, but I am ſure you have never 

* ſpoken to her.” ©« What” cried I, my 
heart breaking, my cheeks fluſhing, and 
m_ * * is not t Ag— „is not Miſs 
" Godelphin== 
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25 enn wife of ——" «She is 
ee the wife of no man,” interrupted her fa- 
ther, Lady Charles Harley is my daugh- 
© ter by a former marriage, whom you ne- 
« yer ſaw, becauſe ſhe reſided intirely with 
te her mother's family, until about two years 
* ago, when we went to Italy, and brought 
her from thence to beſtow her on the 
ce huſband whom her own choice had ſe- 
| ec © Ieted out of ſeveral other Engliſh men 
. «of faſhion, who ſaw, and loved her at 
* 1 aol 


Such a fadden. Aaſh of light falling-on 
the benighted affections of a lover, ardent, 
forlorn, deſpairing, ſet fire to the gunpow- 
der of my compoſition ; I was never to act 
as other rational beings would have acted 
in my ſituation; I did not make declama- 
tions; I did not offer myſelf for a ſon- in- 
law; L did not aſk his conſent ; I did not 
require any paſſport to the preſence of my 
miſtreſs; I did not ſo much as ſpeak a 
| war en to the father; but flew to the 
8 ſtables. 
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ſtables. I had before prepared for a ride 
round the environs of the caſtle; my 


boots were on, my horſes ready, I vaulted _- 


into the ſaddle, not for an evening, but a 
whole night's excurſion; not to examine 
the views about Caſtle Talbot, but to be- 
hold the adorable charms of my adorable 
Agnetta ; the diſtance I had to travel, was 
ſixty miles, over mountains, and over pre- 
cipices. Impatience lent me her ſpur, 
from love I borrowed his wings, my horſe 
as if animated by my wiſhes, performed 

ſuch feats as would have put out of counte- 
nance the celebrated ghoſt of the preſent 
day, which has employed ſo many learn- 
ed ſcholars to raiſe for the edification of 
ſtudents in the art of wonder-making. I 
ſent my compliments to the gentlemen, 
with a requeſt that when they were tired of 
being my gueſt at the caſtle, I hoped they 
would meet me at C -, to which place 
I was departing, on affairs that would not 
admit of a moment's delay; I alſo ordered 
Alexander to join me at the ſame time, and; 


46 JL. - — 2. 8 
* hs, 7. 25 


ts. 


taking a groom for my 1 who was 
well acquainted with the road, I found 


brrvrs, 80 


- myſelf at ſeven in the morning reconnoi- 


tring the well-known, and well-beloved 
cor of Colonel Godol _ | 


L 


A workman who was going in at the gate 


| dy dint of a timely application to his ſenſe 
of feeling made my paſiage to theſe elyſian 


ſcenes even more eaſy than heretofore, when 
through a breach of my own making, I 
could enter at pleaſure; I am ſure the poor 


fellow thought me mad; I believe he re- 


pented letting me in, for he offered to give 


me back my money, if I would not ſtay to 


frighten the family, who often walked round 


the garden at an early hour. I heartily. 


pardon his vulgar miſconception ; it muſt 


£ be a lover to underſtand the language of a 
3 yer; z he therefore did not comprehend 
tin my ſenſes I ſhould throw my 


5 body e on the wet graſs; why kiſs it with de- 
votion. I did not fay to him on this ſpot 
my firſt, my only love, placed the garland 


— 


„„ 
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on my head; as this ſpot ſhe called me her 
dear Delves, with other explanatory notes, 
which might have let him into. the ſecret; 
and have prevented him from following me 
every where, importunately defiring that I 
would go about my buſineſs, telling me at 
laſt that I nwſt begone, becauſe he ſaw the 
young lord's fine lady ſtanding at the glaſs 
door, ſhe would be out in a minute, he ſaid, 
and he had heard ſay, ſhe was terribly 
afraid of ſtrangers. I got rid of him by 
declaring myſelf a friend of the family, 
which he could not diſpute, as I ran from 
him towards the houſe, determined that my 
happineſs, which had hicherto appeared bur n 
as a dream, ſhould be either e 7 7 
or confirmed by the evidence of a real, 1 
by the confeſſion of a fictiticus 3 | 
ter. Juſt then the words of H. oc 2 
red to my memory. Dear and venerangd eg Wl 
prophet, I cried, thy prediction is ve= j 
rified, and the love I have ſo long nourith- | 
ed for Lady Charles Harley, was as yow «F 5 
declared it, a ſhadow engendered by fancy. =_ 
"16 OL. . Sbe 
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She opened the glaſs door and We out 
| upon the gravel terrace, at the further and of 
which I ſtood nee her motions 


„2151 1 IP ''Y * ; 
„ CHAP. XXXIIL 


=_ Eclairciſſement. 


THE Lady who engroſſed my attention 
A was almoſt as lovely as Agnetta, and: 
her cheeks which illneſs had overſpread 
Vith Thy whiteneſs, received no ſmall ad- 
3 * Vantage from the delicate confuſion that 
| > xettninated in roſey bluſhes, at hearing her- 
f accoſted by a man ſhe did not know, 
Voith an abruptneſs for which perhaps there 
never had been any thing oy a oh 
en of my own Oy" 5 7 
«Are 
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Are you really Madam, the auch 


N of Colonel n 8 e 


„lan dus 040005 xi eee 15 


Rs | And are you i indeed, Lay Charles 
= Harley: go” | 


\ 
hf » 


un Cates Ecker and my 1 
c are both abſent, but I am ready to hear, 
« and when they return, to 9 Wu 
8 CANA to them.” 

"6 « Ange af ik 10 once more that 
70 you are the wife of Lord Charles ! py. 


| She: filed, gd eie warn We” 
much expreſſion, faid, © from deſcription I 


ce am tempted to believe you are.“ 
« Yes!” cried a ſweet voice, but not the 


voice of Apnetta,— it is our own dear 


ce. Delves l It is Lord Talbot!“ I turned 


N a round; I could only ſee the we: 


O2 


. 


1 


— 
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of Henrietta as the fled back into the 
houſe. | : 


Every thing is explained to my wiſhes, ” 
ſaid Lady Charles, preſenting me her hand, 
let me have the honour of conducting your 
« lordſhip; I fear that giddy girl will too 
* much alarm the gentle ſpirits of my ſiſ- 
* ter, ſome caution ſhould be obſerved at 
the meeting of ſuch old friends as you have 
* been.” Oh! what raptures did I im- 
bibe from the few words ſhe uttered, as we 

entered the room, where I had firſt ſeen 
her through the glaſs door. Ah! then,“ 
I cried, © Agnetta has not forgotten her 
« Delves, if ſhe feels, if it is neceſſary to 


* guard her feelings, ſhe will not be able 
| * to diſguiſe them, ſhe will no more have 
eit in her power to freeze my ſoul with 


ec the ſemblance of icey indifference.” Again 


1 heard Henrietta calling from an adjoining 


room for Lady Charles. Immediately ſug- 


fling the cauſe, why her preſence was 
| c required, : 
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required, impetuouſly J ruſhed by her, burſt 
the door open, and fell at the feet of my 
angel, who like a lily overcharged with the 
dews which ſhould only have adminiſtered 
refreſhment, had ſunk down into a chair, 
where reclining on the boſom of her ſiſter | 
flower, ſhe remaitied without ſenſe or mo-- 
tion. bh 1707 0-M0t 7 tt DOR | 
A r who can faint at pleaſure, has ve- 
ry much the advantage of her u ho never 
faints but at the command of nature, be- 
eauſe the one has only her own conveni- 25 
ence to conſult when ſhe chuſes to recover, i 
the other muſt wait for permiſſion ;- of this 
latter deſcription was my adorable miſtreſs; 
who. in ſpite of my tears; cries, and entrea- 
ties, did not ſhew any ſigns of life for ſe- 
veral minutes; but oh! reader, the earlieſt 
ſymptoms. of her renewed exiſtence, were 


dedicated to her tranſported lover. He ”Y 1 


rietta perceiving her aſſiſtance leſs neceſſary” 
would have flown to my arms; © wait a. 
* moment, cried J, repelling how: with* 


7 * % Wes my. 
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my accuſtomed bluntneſs, ] love you aa 


well as I do myfelt, —but,—1 love your 
* fiſter infinitely better than a thouſand 
« felves.- Avaunt | for theſe arms ſhall not. 
«« be open to you, until they have embrac- 
« ed their dearer treaſure.” I am glad 
* to find you are not changed with your 
«« fortune,” ſaid ſhe, © for neither Agnetta 
« nor I would part with one Delves, for a 
« thouſand Lord Tete 7 
| is ' 

LIE L PEEYS ever meet with a Sci 
| able-to delincate the joys: of, Heaven, I 
would make it worth his while to try his 
pencil with effect, on the innocent raptures 
ol the ſcene which enſued ; it was the rap» 
tures of the bleſſed, angels aſſiſted at it, and 
none but an inf We * can n present 


it. 49 : ASI » « + £54 ; _ G {: 
„jj „„ „„ „4 


eee 


b Wer met aw 1 58 we had r not i boa 


faſted at twelve, we were not quite coherent 5 
1 ES . till 18 
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till two, and it was four when we ſeparated, ; 
the ladies to their De I to viſit hls 
Oven. 0 


I 1 rather than reliſned the ſuffo- 
cating careſſes with which I was received 


by mother Winifred, before ſhe woull let 


me paſs to the apartment of her maſter, 


who bound hand and foot with flannels lay. 


ſtretched on the bed at his full length; at 
every ſtep that Winifred preceded me ſhe 


never ceaſed to announce the dignity of his 
viſitor. © Here is his lordſhip fir; the Lord 


Talbot, as exactly like our own dear lit- 
* tle ſquire Delves, as one pea is like ano». 


* ther, can't you riſe a bit maſter, juſt to 


* 


* do 1 8 88 ae to his eee 


#1 


8 


6: piſn woman!“ Gren Papa i in a peevim 
accent, for which only: the gout was ac- 
countable, and then added, © my dear lord, 
10 ſtep forw-ards that I- may. feaſt my eyes 


c“ upon your countenance, but take care my 


77 n your lordſhip muſt take great care 


"WF 4 3 x i n 


4 * 
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« not to touch the bed cloaths, or even the 
5 curtains, ſo pray my good lord pleaſe to 
condeſcend a little to my infirmities, and 
« ſlide round by rhe wall. Oh! this in- 


| * fernal gout, that will not let me preſent 


* even my hand to your lordſhip !”* I beg- 
ged he would be compoſed, and ſtanding at 
the feet of his bed, gave him a faithful nar- 
rative of all that had befallen me, ſince we 
parted at Eton, concluding my half hour's 
audience, by deſiring that he would get 
well enough to aſſiſt at my nuptials with 
Miſs Godolphin. He ſhook his head, bid- 
ding me be wife, until my father had de- 
clared himſelf, and given me leave to play 
the fool, for, added he, © to marry at 
your age is not wiſdom: my lord; ; It is 
„ tine enough to think of it, when you are 
„ old and decrepid like me, and want a 
e wife to take care of you. I turned back 
to tell him that he could not do better 
than follow the example of his own Pre- 
cept, and plight his vows to Winifred, for 


be ana adyice te: good creature loaded x me 


Vw 
© i i * 25 
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with thanks and bleſſings, till 4 could no 
longer hear the ſound of her voice, all my 

lenſes being wrapped up in one idea, all my 

- ſpeed exerted to rejoin t the idol of my ſoulis 


affection. 


#3 
* 


„What a . of 4 s bliſs ! What a 


ke of contemplative happineſs, ſucceed- 


C442 


ed to the morn of my felicity, all was love, 
_ harmony and friendſhip ; it was late when 


we parted, L had ordered a bed to be prez 


pared for me. in the town, whither J was 


conveyed in one of the family carriages. 


Had young Godolphin or Lord Charles 
"Hadley been at home to do the honours of 
the houſe, there 1 ſhould certainly have 
2 taken up my reſt, but they were out on a 


hunting party, ſo that decorum not per- 


| mitting me the ſweet, indulgence, I made 


WIT 
CY 4 


myſelf the beſt amends I could, by enter- 


ing the breakfaſt parlour before the ladies 
had come ont of their dreſſing rooms. 


By pi vis, 


Mrs. Godolphin having. No preſentiment 
3 I ſhould make the viſit to a family, with- 
out the perſonal introduction of her huf- 
band, whoſe return from Caſtle Talbot ſhe 
did not expect for ſeveral days, had taken 
the opportunity to paſs a ſhort time with a 
fick friend, who lived at a conſiderable 
diſtance; had there been any vacuum in 
my u iſhes i it would certainly have been fill- 
ed with regret, for the abſence of ſo dear, 
5 ſo maternal a friend, but in the preſence of 
' Agnetta, 1 in the ſociety of the three charm- 
= ing ſiſters, loving and beloved, I had no- 
ming to regret, nothing to wiſh for; —my 
father — yes, I ſometimes thought of my - 
father. Sir Edward Eveline had announced 
that his approbation would follow my 
7 choice, and this was the only augmentation 
of which the fulneſs of my joy was _ 
ble. 72 6 


— ———————————— — — — 2 — — 


+ Ali che abfentees of the family, my gueſt 
at Caſtle Talbot excepted, arrived at home 


1 before the hou? of en Mrs. Godolphin 
B 8, | bY 75 loaded 


7 yy 
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loaded me with careſſes; I renewed my 
ſchool acquaintance with Lord Charles 
Harley, and diſcovered that the Colonel 
had not given me a partial miſrepreſenta- 
tion of his ſon's improvements ; aur hearts 
were much more congenial than when we 
parted, and that friendſhip which would 
not link in our youth, cemented 1 in our ri- 
per years. - 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


_ The laſt but once. 


Bxronr our corps was joined by che 
two gentlemen, I was not only aecom= _ 
modated with a bed out of the houſe, 'but 
alſo IIs with linen * * _— #3 

— 06 1 


. 
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Yor I wn taken none with me; who when 


the heart is in motion ſtops to make provi- 


fion for the body, it thinks of nothing bur its 
own purſuits, all other intereſt is left far be- 


hind; every impediment was now removed, 
as to my convenience and appearance; every 


night I ſlept under the ſame roof with the 
divine Agnetta, every day made a decent 
figure in the domeſtic circle, without hav- 


ing recourſe to foreign aſſiſtance. 


Surrounded by felicities for which I can 
find no expreſſion, I was incapable of feel- 
ing regret though not inſenſible to ſurpriſe, 
which rapidly increaſed, when five days 
were elapſed without pur ſeeing Colonel 
 Godolphin or hearing from him, during 
which time I never ſeparated from my par- 
ty Except when I ftole out periodically for 
half an hour; on the ſervice of gratitude, 
my devoirs were due to Papa Owen, they 


were alſo due to Winifred, and poor muſt _ < 


that ſoul be which will nor give up one 


* of 3 its own nnn, to N " 


+ MG 
: Ko 
> 


3 


8 juſt 
» 9 —. 
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jut debt of kindneſs that by accumulation 
has (ea: to a vaſt amount. 


2 
5 
2 


On ones af thoſe ſhort vids my- * 
| pity Papa | hinted that he ſhould, think 
more hereafter on .the advice I. had given 
him concerning Winifred, for, ſaid he, 


< if her ſuperior excellencies in the great 


s art of eaſe-giving were to get abroad in 
the world, I ſhould certainly not be able 
'* to keep her to myſelf; there are a hun- 

1 dred infirm perſons like me, who would 
not only give her their hand, but their 

eyes to be nurſed and fed and flanneled as 

I am.“ I not only gave my conſent but 


. approbation to the premeditated wedding, 


telling him, I would unite to his little el. 
tate a field of twenty acres, as the lady's 


marriage portion ; it belonged to the Co- 


lonel, and I knew on ſuch an occaſion 
he would let me become the purchaſer. I 
did not ſtay to hear his acknowledgements, 
but as Winifred opened the door tœlet me 


out as well as to receive her uſual fe of a a 
. duese 


$71 
| oF 

* 
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ſqueeze by the hand, I doubled the tender 
preſſure, whiſpering in her ear, © that I 
« ſhould ſoon have the pleaſure of ſaluting 
« her by the name of Owen.” Winifred 
replied, ſimpering, * ſhe. had heard ſome 
* ſuch a thing, but was ſenſible neverthe- 
« leſs of my lordſhip's good will, for ſhe 
was ſure he would never have done his duty 


if I had not firſt put it into his head, © and 


« you know my dear, ſweet lord, he could 
« do no leſs for me, who have done ſo 
* much for him, both in health and in 


f ſickneſs. I ran towards the Colonels, 


laughing immoderately, and meant to have 
entertained my friends with the hymenial 
Intelligence, if the appearance of Alexander 
coming to meet me, had not for the pre- 
ſent driven it out of my thoughts to mae a 
room for enquiries. 5 


« What has Ae you 10 kh at ca. | 
« tle Talbot, — where is the Colonel, — 
« where is the doctor os 


FD 


« Pleaſe 
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« Pleaſe your lordſhip we have 1 


« waiting for a new en 


e What do you mean by a new recruit?“ 


« Pleaſe your honor, Mr. Darcy, with 


« the other noble commanders, are march- 
ing in the rear, they will all be at head 
« QUEITEre 2 in no time.”? | BY Is 


3 | -þ 


« Mr. Darey! * J exclaimed, Mr. Dar- 


« cy returned from the continent, Mr. Dar- 
« cy in Wales!” | 


« As ſure as my poor Nan is in heaven! 
« your lordſhip had not forced a march 
« more than an hour, when his honour ſent 


« word he ſhould be at the caſtle in two 


* days, ſo d'ye ſee my lord we waited for 
his joining, howſever he did not come 
_ © till yeſterday. x | 


* Good God! * cried I, again interrupt 
ing N, «© w1ll there be no ebb in the tide 
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ſomething 


* of my good fortune? — 
touched me behind, I turned round, 
and was inſtantly locked in the arms 


of Mr. Darcy himſelf; joy took from us 


both the power of utterance, I was the 


het * 


firſt to break ſilence, and ſaid as he held 
me preſſed to his boſom, with his eyes ri- 
vited on my face, © Iam acknowledged by 


%a noble father, a beloved miſtreſs has 
been reſtored to me, but that bliſs is the 
4 moſt exquiſite ' of all others, which re- 
« turns the friend of my infancy, the aſ- 


« ſiſtant guardian of my youth, to witneſs, 
2 aud t to — of my . 1 


ws I Lipoke Mr. Darcy held me 4 to 


tis heart, then retreated a little, examined 
-me more attentively, as I did him, and aſk- 
ed if T had ſeen my father? No,“ ſaid I, 
« but when 1 have ſeen. him 1 ſhall never 


* Jove him quite as well as I. do you, or 


Sir Edward Eveline; he forſook me, 


« you have never forſaken me. © It was a 


85 e made to duty, to compaſſion, to 


cc * filial 
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« filial affection,” he replied; ein e | 
« the dear delights of a father, the father of 
* ſuch a ſon, he conſented to his own mi- 


o 


* ſery. uy 


I aſſured Mr. Darcy, that 1 very highly 
venerated the character of Lord Bellhaven, 
and that I was diſpoſed to love him with 
all my heart, whenever he would give me 
the opportunity ; I had obſerved him to look 
extremely penſive, and now for the firſt 
time, I took notice. that he was in the 
deepeſt mourning, I wiſhed to know for 
whom he wore it; I aſked him the queſ- 
tion, but ſtarted when he replicd, . I wear 
3 for Lord Bellhaven,“ adding, what is 

« the inference you draw from that con- 

« feſſion?” My whole ſoul vibrated, the 
poſſibility that the fondeſt of all fond hopes 

might be realized, crimfoned my cheeks, 
ſent ſparks of fire from my eyes, and made 
me exclaim, are you not my father b. I 
«am! I am! 1 he cried, equally agitated, 


| *6Þ am the thrice blefied father of my 
| ce amiable . 


: 
* 
6＋32B*5 8 
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« amiable Talbot: „ heard no more, we 
ruſhed into the arms of each other; the 
curtain drops; it is the pauſe of nature, the 
reader may partake of it if he pleaſes. 


This revered, this beloved father, had 
waited in town beyond the time he firſt 
fixed for being at Caſtle Talbot; however 
great his impatience to embrace the ſon, ſo 
endeared to his affections, the intereſt he 


took in the preſervation of my adorable 


aunt, was ſtill greater ; in giving Sir Edward 


an heir, ſhe had been pronounced j in immi- 


nent danger, and he could not tear himſelf 


from the diſtracted huſband, until he ſaw 


him reſtored to compoſure by the declared 
ſafety of his precious treaſure; more preci- 
ous than ever, as being the jewel by which 
His meg; were neee. | | 


| Whoever i is incapable of Arpa what 
were the tranſports of all hearts, when my 


| father on our return to the houſe, having pre- 
ſented me as the ſon of his hopes; ſeize on 


the 
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= ſnow ball hand of my beautifully intereſt= 
ng, beautifully baſhful Agnetta, and joining 
it 23 mine, ſaid with a look and a voice 1 
never ſhall forget, lovely creature, from 
« me receive the huſband to whom from 
ce your very birth you have been deſtined ; 
« and for you Talbot, whatever ſeeming 
<« rubs have been thrown in the way of your 
be paſſion, they were only intended to root 
<« it the deeper, that you might be more 
« worthy the ineſtimable gift Colonel Go- 
e dolphin's - partiality had prepared for 
e you.” Whoever, I ſay, has not enough 
ſenſibility of their own to finiſh the ſcene, 
the beſt ſecond-hand repreſentation would 
give them no information; I would never 
attempt it, it is as difficult to ripen the ſeeds 
of ſenſibility, in a ſoil neglected by nature, 
as to teach a fool the wiſdom of Solomon. 


e HAR. 


CHAP. XXXV. 
And the very 2 


HE recent death of my grandfather 
muſt of neceſſity protract the com- 
pletion of my felicity; I ſubmitted to the 
avs of decency without repining. Whoever 
- dares: to bid them defiance, dares to pro- 
claim himſelf a raſcal or an idiot; thoſe who 
could have witneſſed to my enviable ſituation 
during the month we continued in Wales, 
after we had collected ourſelves all toge- 
ther, under the roof of our hoſpitable enter- 
tainer, would have given me as little credit, 
as I take to myſelf for an exertion of pa- 
tience, ſupported by the conſtant preſence, 
the artleſs ſmiles, the tender looks, the 
| chaſte 
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chaſte love, the unaffected preference of = 
ſoul's darling. 


Suppoſing I had aſked as a gift for Papa 
Owen, the half of Colonel Godolphin's 


poſſeſſions, I am perſuaded he would have 
told me to diſpoſe of it with as much cheer- 


fulneſs, as he permitted me to become the 
purchaſer of the twenty acres, the deeds of 
which I preſented to him before we left 
Wales, on that very day when I led the 
blooming, bluſhing, ſimpering, curtſying 
Winifred to the altar ; for although ſhe was 


conveyed to the church in Lord Bellhaven's 


coach, as well as the bridegroom, yet ſhe 


was quite as full of her thanks, as if I had 
brought her thither on my back. Agnetta 


and Henrietta, in virgin white, ' and hea- 


venly beauty, were her two attendants. My 


God what a contraſt ! I whiſpered my di- 
vinity, that I hoped ſhe would contrive to 
look a little better than Winifred, on the 
morn of my nuptials. Papa Owen ſeemed 


ſo well ſatisfied, that I am ſure he would 
So | not 
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not have been half ſo contented if by miſ- 
take I had given him the hand of * miſ- 


treſs, inſtead of his own. 


However dear the entrance, however re- 
gretted the exits of thoſe dancing moments 
that found and left me baſking in the ſun- 
ſhine of Agnetta's eyes ; yet ſome of them 
I reſolved to employ on a duty that would 
ſmatch me from her ſight, for at leaſt twelve 
hours ; inſtead of a groom I took with me 
the confident of my early adventures, and 
attended only by Alexander, ſet out at day 
break, leaving a meſſage for the family that 
I was going to take a long ride from which 
I might not Ow return until n 


1 had repleniſhed my purſe, from the 
contents of my father's, intending to fe- 
ward all from whom in my firſt peregrina- 
tion I had received ſuccour, or kindneſs. 
Alexander knew every foot of the way, he. 
approved my purpoſe, we rode at a great 
rate, and our firſt halt was at the door of 
| the 
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the ſmall houſe, where I had once ſo vigo- 
rouſly called out upon the lover of Char- 
lotte ; it was ſhut up, and I proceeded to 
the more magnificent manſion of her tyrant 
father ; there I was equally unlucky, all the 
intelligence I could gain from a woman 
ſervagt, who came to the door, was that the 
ruffian died ſoon after the marriage of his 
daughter, leaving his great riches to chari- 
table funds, but firſt endeavoured to ruin 
her huſband, by involving him in law-ſuits, 
and that in ſhort, the young couple poſſeſ- 
ſed of much happineſs and a moderate com- 
petency, had emigrated to America. 


I aſked Alexander if he could go any 
further, without getting his breakfaſt ? 
« Pleaſe your honour,” ſaid he, © if the 
« cattle and your Lordſhip can hold out, 
« we'll try what is to be done.” I had 
a mind to puſh on as far as before 
I took any refreſhment. We remounted, 
and by noon arri ved at the ſign of the Goat, 
before the gates of which well remember. 
| = ed 
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ed hotel, walked the benevolent landlord, 
with a decent looking woman hanging on 
his arm, whoſe face I thought myſelf no 
ſtranger to, without knowing exactly where 
it was that I had ſeen her. 


When I ſet out on my Quixottiny ex- 
pedition, it was not in my plan to make a 
diſcovery of my perſon to my former be- 
nefactors; but when my good humoured 
humane hoſt came up to ſalute me with 
reſpect, bordering on proſtration, all my 
caution forſook me; I caught hold of his 
hand, aſking with tears in my eyes, if he had 
forgotten the poor little boy, and the great 
dog, which his charity had ſaved from 

ſtarving, ſeven years ago? His mouth open- 

ed mechanically, but diffidence, that con- 
ſtant companion of ſterling worth, tied his 
tongue. © Look at me,” cried I, ſqueezing 
his hand more fervently, © behold in me 
«that infant vagabond, who being your 
« debtor for compaſſion, food, and ſhelter, 
«is come to diſcharge his obligation.“ I 


had 
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had ſuch difficulty to obtain the credit my 
aſſertions deſerved; that Alexander was 
forced to interfere; he brought forward ſo 
many concluſive circumſtances, that the 
honeſt ſoul was at laſt convinced; but from 
innate delicacy, ſeldom to be met with in 
that rank of People, after modeſtly rejoic- 
ing at my change of fortune, he dropped 
the ſubject, as if he thought: to purſue it 
would have been an inſult to my preſent 
condition. My eſquire having ſent away 
the woman to prepare breakfaſt, F took 
that opportunity to enquire of mine hoſt 
what was become of his wife? he told me, 
he had been dead more than three years, 
that his neighbour at the Senator's Head, 
alſo dying a twelvemonth after, he had 
ſtruck up a match with his widow, who be- 
ſides being;in-tolerable circumſtances, was 
a tame good woman. I joyfully interrupt- 
ed him with congratulations: on his fortu · 
nate exchange, this, * cried I. * is an ordi- | 
* nance of Providence, that meets my 
c wiſhes, at the ſame moment ſhe came to 
Vol. II. — i tell 
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tell us all was ready; I then made myſelf 
known to her, as I had before done to her 
hufband, and taking a hand of each, com- 
pelled them both to ſit down by my ſide 
during the ſhort time ] required to diſpatch 
my haſty repaſt. It may appear ridiculous, 
but it is true, that whilſt I was enquiring | 
for the dame. by whom I had been ſo kind- 
ly entertained, I trembled for fear I ſhould 
hear that ſhe too was dead, and that I 
ſhould ſee her no more ; on the contrary, I 
had the pleaſure to find ſhe was not only in 
good health, but living with much comfort 
through the means of an Engliſh lady, who 
every year ſent her a preſent of twenty 
pounds ; I knew of this ſettlement, it was 
made by my aunt, and having left both my 
good hoſt and hoſteſs but too ſenſible of my 
_ gratitude for their humanity, I proceeded 
towards the hut of my dear old woman; leſs 
than two hours brought me within view of 
it, I gave my horſe to Alexander, and ran 
furiouſly over the meadow. It was feeding 
e to which it might be rather owing, 
than 
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than to any recollection of our ancierit ac- 
quaintance, that the whole feathered family' 
flocked round me as I paſſed through the 
yard, in my way to the cottage, now ſo 
clean, ſo ornamented with flowers; that I 
ſhould hardly have found myſelf ar home, 
if peeping through a cafement covered 
with jeſſamine, I had not ſeen my ci-devanul 
miſtreſs,. preparing food for her numerous* 
dependants. LI lifred up the latch; ſhe 
lifted up her eyes. My dear mother,” 
aid I, © you are employed as. uſual I ſee, 
« but where is the little. ſtick, where the: 
« boy that uſed to: flog your hens??? I. 

« don't know. who. your honour may be, 
the replied, © but you make me weep to- 
c think of that poor dear child, he is 
an angel wherever he be, or I ſhould: 
« never have got over my troubles.” I 
could no longer reſiſt the impulſe of my 
heart, I opened my. boſom, ſhewed her 
the farthing ſhe had hung round my neck ;; 
J caught her in my arms, and: kiſſing her 
venerable torchead cried out, oh my mo 
Fi : - :. nn 
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* ther 1 my mother doggou-not remeęm- 
ber me?” ſhe put on her; ſpectackd, and 
ſtedfaſtly gazing op my face, ſhe fell on my 
nec k, her tears, her ſobs, her acelamations 
were both pathetic and comic; it was a 
long time before I could bring her to her 
right ſenſes, then I would have prevailed 
on ber to remove from her cottage, and 
live with Papa and Mamma Owen; but ſhe 
reſiſted all my entzeaties, aſſuring me that 
ſhe had long been freed from the great 
ſcourge of her life, it baving pleaſed God tb 
diſpoſe of her enemies, and now that they 
were gone, ſhe would not leave her abode 
for all the Prigee-nf” 
The arguments of age are from elk very 
weakneſs irreſiftible ; I made no more op- 
poſition, but entered into a ſort of compro- 
miſe, by which the was to engage a relation 
or friend to live with her, and I to ſupport 
her new ftate, promiſed her fifty pounds a 
year, paying that ſum in advance. Hav- 
ing ſettled this matter, I liſtened to a long 
account of the evil-eyed ſiſters, one of whom 
; | ſhe 
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ſhe averred the, Pevil had run away with ; 
by day-light, the other nobody could tell 
what was become of her; three years ago, 
ſhe was ſeen riding in the air, in the ſhape 
of a raven, aud never came back any more. 
J ſtaid ſo long, not to ſhew I thought her 
tedious, that when I returned to Colonel 
Godolphin's, the family were ſet down to 
ſupper, with the moſt melancholy faces in 
the world; I came upon them by ſurpriſe, 
and if I had riſen from the dead, inſtead of 
_ eome off a journey, I could not have been 
received with mare tumultuaus raptures. I 
gave them a full and true acœunt of my 
expedition, the motive of it was praiſed by 
all, but what were the praiſes of all, com- 
pared to the delicious draughts of approba- 
tion, which I quaffed from the ſparkling 
r eyes of my 3 2 A1 


Having began my hiſtory 3 in Wales, aid 
it commenced, there it ſhall finiſh; hut let 
us draw the features of this ſtriking picture 


#1 
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in youth and in hh let us examine 
and compare them together, from the age 
of thirteen to that of twenty-two, at which 
time theſe memoirs are written, a leſſon of 
wiſdom may be adduced from the compa- 


riſon. It will at leaſt afford much variety, 


if not inſtruction; behold in the back 
ground, a ſtubborn wilful ill-bred boy, 


\  , unknown to himſelf, running from good 
and purſuing evil; behold him advancing 
in the canvas, arrived at man's eſtate, bend - 


ing his ſturdy humour at the voice of gen- 


= tleneſs, poliſhed by education, refined by 


love, exalted to rank, in poſſeſſion of af- 
fluence ; behold him the huſband: of Ag- 
netta. Without that figure in the very 


dreſs and attitude, in which at this moment 
ſhe appears to my enraptured: ſight, my 


ſketch would be incompleat. Oh reader, 
behold her in the divine attitude of mater- 
nal tenderneſs, her lovely eyes ſpeakingly 
contemplating the ſlceping infant, whoſe 
beautiful face reſts. on the ſerene boſom of 

| LS Its. 
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its adorable mother; ſee ſtretched at her 

feet, my faithful Trimbuſh, who being in 

youth the companion of my poverty, finds. 

in the protection of Agnetta, the ſoft repoſ- 
ing cradle of old age. | 
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Mtoms of MARY, a fine novel, by Mrs. Gun- 


LYA ning, in 5 vol. izmo. ſewed, 7s 9d. or'neat 
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Timothy Twig's Adventures, in a ſeries of poetical 
epiſtles, by Moſer, 2 vol. 12mo. in boards 2s 2d 

Theſe Poetical Epiſtles poſſeſs real merit, a rich vein 

. of humourruns through the whole of the twovolumes: 

the author 1n his ſtile, has aptly, and not unſucceſs- 

fully, imitated the New Bath Guide of the facetious 


Anſtie, of which this may properly be ſtiled a compa- 
nion. + - | 


Voltaire's Romances, Tales, and ſmaller Piece 


| | s,2vol, 
8vo. on a fine paper, 6s gd in boards. | 


Wonderful Magazine and Marvellous Chronicle, re- 
cording authentic accounts of the moſt extraordinary 
productions, events, and occnrrences in providence, 

art, and nature, with a number of curious portraits, 
&C. 5 vol. 8vo, in boards 13s 6d, 


Relation of the Source and Current of the River Nile, 
by an Eye-witneſs, 8vo. ſewed, 28. 


Two Editions: Memoirs of the firſt Forty-fipe Years 
of the Life of F. Lackington, the preſent Bookſeller in 
Finſbury-Square, written by himfelt, containing a 
number of original and curious Stories, &c. | 

One Edition, 540 pages, octavo, large letter, and 


fine paper, with a new head of the author, by Ridley, 
Price 5s 6d in boards, | 


The other Edition is in 352 pages, twelves, con- 
taining all the additions and improvements; in ſhort, 
every line the ſame as the octavo edition, but on a 
ſmaller letter; with the new head by Ridley, price 
in boards 2s 6d, or neatly buund 3s 


« 2 2 — 
Ames 2 1 — > * —ͤ—ä— ſ ꝛ : :!“ fœ SED 


— — — P IE IR CAGE . ke 


—ů ——b—vBũl¾ I ri] — —— — — 


